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Foreword

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent and the Merciful

The Messenger of Allah (s) reportedly said: “There would
be twelve caliphs in my community (Ummah)”. This is famous
as ‘the tradition (Hadith) of the twelve caliphs’. This Hadith is
accepted as authentic by all the Muslim sects and is present in
numerous Hadith collections. They also have consensus that of
these twelve caliphs, the twelfth one would be His Eminence
Imam Mahdi (a). No one has denied the existence of Imam
Mahdi (a), except some individuals like Ibne Khaldun etc. The
controversy definitely is regarding who this individual is?
Whether he has already taken birth or would be born sometime
in future?

It is a fact that the majority of Ahle Sunnat scholars
believes that Imam Mahdi (a) would be born before Judgment
Day and would be a descendant of Imam Husain (a), but the
Sufis, Gnostics and some scholars also believe that Imam Mahdi
(a) has already taken birth and that he is the son of Imam Hasan
Askari (a). Allah has bestowed a long lifespan to him and he
would reappear sometime before Judgment Day. This group also
includes many great scholars and Gnostics, like His Eminence
Maulana Jami (r), the great Shaykh, Muhyuddin Ibne Arabi (r),
Allamah Abdul Wahab Sherani (r) and Allamah Ibne Jauzi (r)
etc.

There is a group of scholars, who have confessed to the
excellence of the twelve Imams, who have written books on
them, they have deemed Imam Mahdi (a) as the twelfth Imam,
but did not issue any clear cut statement. In this group are
included great scholars and traditionists, like Shaykh Abdul
Haqq Muhaddith Dehlavi (r), author of Ahwaal Aaimma Ithna
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Ashar, Nawab Siddiq Hasan Khan Bhopali, who has written
Tashriful Bashar Bi Fadhail Aimma Ithna Ashar, Allamah
Shablanji, author of Nurul Absaar, Shaykh Mujaddid Alf Thani,
who has mentioned the excellence of the twelve Imams in his
writings; Hafiz Ibne Hajar, who has mentioned detailed accounts
of the twelve Imams in his Sawaiqul Mohriga; and Shah
Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlavi (r), who in his An-Nawadir fee
Ahadith Sayyid Awwal wal Aakhar, has narrated a hadith on the
authority of the twelve Imams and has used the term of veiled
(Mahjoob) for Imam Mahdi, whose meaning is absolutely clear.

This issue is also like the excellence of Ali (r) in which
many great scholars believed, but did not issue any clear
statement due to the fear of the rulers or accusation of being
Rafidhi.

In the beginning of this book, I have collected traditions
(Ahadith) regarding Imam Mahdi (a) and also listed those
respected Sahaba and scholars, who have written about Imam
Mahdi (a). For this chapter, I have relied on the book of my
honorable and affectionate teacher, Maulana Sayyid Tilmiz
Hasnain Sahab on Imam Mahdi (a). In Part Two, I have
collected the writings of scholars, who believe Imam Mahdi (a)
to be the son of Imam Hasan Askari (a). I have mentioned all the
traditional reports in this book from Ahle Sunnat books and
given reference from Shia books only if it has quoted from Ahle
Sunnat sources, and either I was unable to access that book or it
is not found now. All the credit of this book goes to my friend,
Daniyal and Ms. Sadiqa, on whose insistence I compiled this
book. May God reward them in excess. I would also like to
thank for the co-operation of Dr. Aftab Sahab.

May the Almighty Allah accept this effort from me and on
Judgment Day and include me among the loyalists of the
purified Ahle Bayt. (Amen by the right of the chief of the
messengers may Allah bless him and his progeny).

Seeker of Dua

Khusraw Qasim



Chapter One: Statement of the
Messenger of Allah (s) regarding the
Twelve Imams

Traditions of the Holy Prophet (s) regarding the Imams
being twelve in number are widely narrated (Mutawatir) and
they are narrated in such a way that it would not be exaggeration
to say that their number is not less than traditions recorded about
the Ritual prayer (Salaat/Namaaz) and Islamic fasting
(Saum/Roza). These traditions do not match with anyone other
than the Twelve Imams from the holy Ahle Bayt (a). This is the
second heavy thing, which Messenger of Allah (s) has left
behind in the Ummah. Due to the wide narration of this tradition,
excessive number of traditional reports and due to the conclusion
derived by scholars, no one has dared to deny this tradition or to
deem its chains of narrators weak.

Shaykh Sulaiman Qanduzi has said that some research
scholars have stated: Traditions, which prove that caliphs after
the Messenger of Allah (s) are twelve in number, have become
famous through a number of ways. It is known through the
explanation of the times and definition of place that the
implication of the Holy Prophet (s) from this tradition are the
twelve Imams, who are from his descendants and from Ahle
Bayt. To interpret the caliphs after him to be the companions
(As-haab) is not possible, because their number is less than
twelve. And it is also not possible to interpret them as the Bani
Umayyah rulers as well, because their number is more than
twelve and also their tyranny (except of Umar Ibne Abdul Aziz)
is known to all.



In addition to that, they were not from Bani Hashim, as
narrated by Abdul Malik from Jabir. And the Prophet remaining
quiet on the statement makes this traditional report likely that he
disliked the rulership of Bani Umayyah. It is not possible to
interpret it as the Abbaside rulers also, because they were more
than the captioned number and also because they are not related
to the verse of Mawaddah [Holy Quran 42:23] and the tradition
of the cloak [Hadith Kisa]. So it is necessary to apply this
tradition to the Twelve Imams from Ahle Bayt and progeny of
the Prophet. It is so because, during their respective times they
were the most learned of the people; they were owners of
greatness and piety more than anyone else. From the aspects of
lineage as well as excellence they are not exceeded by anyone
from their contemporaries; and they are the most honorable
before the Almighty Allah. The knowledge they possessed has
come to them through their forefathers and was divinely
bestowed (Ilm-e-Ladunni). Folks of knowledge and research and
folks of mysticism and miracle acts regard them as such and
support the point that the implication of the Holy Prophet (s) by
‘twelve Imams’ is his Ahle Bayt (a) and its emphatic proof is the
tradition of the two heavy things [Hadith Thaqlayn]; and
traditions are recorded in excess in this book and other books;
especially the statement of the Prophet: ‘there would be
consensus of the Ummah on each of them’

Z\A’ﬂ‘c\ﬂl&cwﬁ('.@.\f

...which is mentioned in the report of Jabir bin Samura; by
this the Holy Prophet (s) implies that when the Qaim of Aale
Muhammad, Imam Mahdi (r) would reappear, at that time the
Ummah would have consensus on the Imamate of all the Imams.
And the traditional reports that are recorded concerning the
Twelve Imams are clear cut declaration on the Imamate of Imam



Mahdi (a) that only he is the Twelfth Imam and he the one, who
would revive the Quran and the Sunnah.'

1- It is narrated from Jabir bin Samura that he said: I heard
the Holy Prophet (s) say:

ool s L1 0655

“There shall be twelve chiefs’. He (Jabir) says: I wasn’t able
to hear some words, so I asked my father and he said that the
Prophet further said:

SR o S

‘All of them would be from Quraish.’2

2- It is narrated from Jabir bin Samura that he said: I heard
the Holy Prophet (s) say:

Nomy s W1 gy Lo Leole ol ol J Y

The affairs of the people will continue to be conducted
(well) as long as they are governed by twelve men. Then the
Holy Prophet (s) said words, which were obscure to me. I asked
my father: What did the Messenger of Allah (s) say? He said:
All of the (twelve men) will be from the Quraish.3

3- It is narrated from Jabir bin Samura that he said: I heard
the Holy Prophet (s) say:

' Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg. 446.
* Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 4, Pg. 175.
3 Sahih Muslim, Vol. 2, Pg. 191.
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This religion would continue to be powerful till there are
twelve caliphs in it. People chanted Allah is the greatest (Takbir)
and voices arose. Then the Holy Prophet (s) issued a statement,
which I could not make out. I asked my father: I father, what did
the Prophet say? He replied:

TR

‘All of them would be from Quraish.”'

4- Tt is narrated from Jabir bin Samura that he said: The
Messenger of Allah (s) said:

[T JEXPARAE

‘There would be twelve chiefs after me.’

After that His Eminence added something, which I wasn’t
able to understand. I asked a person besides me and he replied
that the Holy Prophet (s) said:

TR

‘All of them would be from Quraish.’2

5- Aun bin Jahifa has narrated from his father that he said
that I had gone with my uncle to see the Holy Prophet (s), when
the Prophet said:

' Sahih Abu Dawood, Vol. 2, Pg. 208.
* Sahih Tirmidhi, Vol. 2, Pg. 45.
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The conditions of my Ummah would continue to be good as
long as twelve caliphs pass among them. Then His Eminence
mentioned some words softly and I asked my uncle, who was
seated before me: Uncle, what did the Prophet say? He replied:
Son, His Eminence said:

TR

‘All of them would be from Quraish.”'

6- Dawood bin Hind has narrated from Shobi, who has
narrated from Jabir bin Samura that he said: I heard the Holy
Prophet (s) say:

Bl s L3 odg) 090

“There would be twelve caliphs for this Ummah.”>

7- The Holy Prophet (s) said:

" Al-Mustadrak Alas Sahihain, Vol. 3, Pg. 618.

> Musnad Ahmad, Vol. 5, Pg. 106.

In his Musnad, Ahmad Ibne Hanbal has mentioned the statement of
Jabir regarding the twelve caliphs through 34 channels. Vol. 5, Pg. 86,
1 tradition, Pg. 87, 2 traditions; Pg 89, 1 tradition; Pg. 90, 3 traditions;
Pg. 92, 2 traditions; Pg. 93, 3 traditions; Pg. 94, 1 tradition; Pg. 95, 1
tradition; Pg. 96, 2 traditions; Pg. 97, 1 tradition; Pg. 98, 4 traditions;
Pg. 99, 3 traditions; Pg. 100, 1 tradition; Pg. 101, 2 traditions; Pg. 106,
2 traditions; Pg. 107, 2 traditions; Pg. 108, 1 tradition.
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‘There would be twelve Qayyim (rulers/guardians) for this
Ummah. Whosoever abandons them would not be able to cause
harm to them. All of them shall be from Quraish.'

8- The Messenger of Allah (s) said:

o @S A i W) ) Tase Trpe o) 1 J15 Y
o

“This religion would continue to be powerful and dominant
as long as there are twelve Caliphs in it; all of them being from
the Quraish.’

It was asked: “What would happen after that?’
The Prophet (s) replied: ‘Mischief and corruption.’?

9- It is narrated from Jabir bin Samura that that he said: I
was in the presence of the Holy Prophet (s) with my father. 1
heard him say:

FV-REJRVRE (JYNVY

‘There would be twelve Caliphs after me.” After that the
Prophet said softly:

' Muntakhab Kanzul Ummal, Vol. 5, Pg. 312; he has quoted this
tradition from Mojamul Kabir of Tibrani.

% Taisar al-Wasul Ilaa Jamiul Usul, Vol. 2, Pg. 34; it is quoted from
the five books of Sihah Sitta, except Nasai.
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‘All of them would be from Bani Hashim clan.”!

10- The Holy Prophet (s) said: This Islam would continue
to be dominant. They would help whoever refers to them. There
would be twelve caliphs; all of them would be from the Quraish
tribe.”

11- It is narrated from Jabir bin Samura that he said: I heard
the Holy Prophet (s) say: There would be twelve chiefs (Amir):

ool s L1 0655

‘There would be twelve chiefs.” After that His Eminence
mentioned something softly, which I was unable to catch. Then
the Prophet said:

TR

‘All of them being from the Quraish.””

12- Shobi has narrated from Masruq that he said: When we
were presenting our copies of Quran to Ibne Masud, a youth
inquired from him: Did the Holy Prophet (s) made any bequest
to you; that how many Caliphs would be there after him? He

' Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg. 445, he said: In his Umdah, Yahya bin
Hasan has narrated a traditional report through twenty channels that:
The Caliphs after the Prophet would be twelve Caliphs, all of them
being from Quraish. It is narrated in Sahih Bukhari through three
channels; in Sahih Muslim, it is mentioned through 9 channels; through
3 channels in Abu Dawood; through 1 channel in Sahih Tirmidhi, and
through three channels in Hamidi.

* Tarikhul Khulafa, Pg. 7.

? Tarikh Baghdad, Vol. 14, Pg. 353.
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replied: You are a young boy and before you, no one has posed
this question to me. Yes, the Holy Prophet (s) made a bequest to
us:

ol ot g1 LS Sl pis L oy 40 055G

“There would be twelve Caliphs after the Prophet; just like
the number of the chiefs of Bani Israel.”

13- It is narrated from Sammak bin Harb that he said: I
heard Jabir bin Samura say: I heard Messenger of Allah (s) say
in a sermon:

Ao et Mize IV Y et Oy

‘Islam would continue to be dominant till the twelve
Caliphs are complete.” After that His Eminence mentioned some
words, which I was not able to grasp. I asked my father and he
said: The Holy Prophet (s) said:

TR
‘All of them being from the Quraish.’?

14- Shobi has narrated from Jabir bin Samura that he heard
Messenger of Allah (s) say:

Ogpay ddspis () N o Tz ol Ma Il Y
W29l e ke

' Kamaluddin, Vol. 1, Pg. 387; quoted through various channels.
* Sahih Abu Dawood, Vol. 2, Pg. 180.
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This religion would continue to be dominant and strong till
there are twelve Caliphs; who would assist whoever refers to
them. Regarding this His Eminence mentioned a statement
softly, which people could not hear. I inquired about it from my
father and he said: The Holy Prophet (s) said:

TR

‘All of them would be from the Quraish.”'

15- It is narrated from Jabir bin Samura that he heard
Messenger of Allah (s) say:

ik 21 1 e 1 1 Y

“Islam would continue to be dominant till the twelve
Caliphs pass; all of whom shall be from Quraish.” And it is
mentioned in a traditional report that:

o oS Ny e W ey Lole ) el i Y
o

“This matter would continue in the same way as long as the
twelve persons rule; all of whom shall be from Quraish.”

It is mentioned in another traditional report that:

1 eglde 055 5 ALl sl colagll cpldl J1pY
P o S Al s

' Al-Malahim wal Fitan, Pg. 132.
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This religion would continue to be established till the
arrival of Judgment Day and twelve Caliphs would rule over
them; all of them being from Quraish.'

16- Jabir bin Samura narrates that when he went with his
father to meet the Holy Prophet (s), he heard him state:

EV-REJRVRE] (..@.33 =Y -y R VA [R T

This matter (Islam) would not end till the twelve Caliphs do
not pass in it. After that His Eminence stated something else,
which I could not understand; so I inquired from my father what
the Prophet had said, and he told me:

SR o S

‘All of them would be from Quraish.’2

! Mishkatul Masabih, Khatib Tabrizi, Pg. 162, Part 2.
* Sahih Muslim, Vol. 2, Pg. 201. He has reported this statement through
different channels and in various wordings.
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Chapter Two: The Messenger of Allah (s)
gives glad tidings of the advent of Imam
Mahdi (a)

Widely narrated (Mutawatir) traditions are narrated from
the Holy Prophet (s) regarding Imam Mahdi (a) that his name is
same as the name of the Prophet, and that his agnomen
(Kunniyat) is same as the agnomen of the Prophet and he would
fill up the earth with justice and equity like it would have been
fraught with injustice and oppression.

In such large numbers do these traditions exist that it is not
possible to calculate them and they are recorded so widely that
their authenticity is definite. No book of traditions is devoid of
those reports, every compilation of biography and life history
includes this Hadith. If we try to collect those traditions as much
as possible a heavy encyclopedia can be compiled. In this brief
book, we have selected fifty traditions, which are different from
each other from the aspect of wording and meaning. We have
selected these traditions from fifty books and by omitting the
chains of narrators, have only mentioned the texts.

These traditions prove that reports about Imam Mahdi (a)
are widely narrated; and that Messenger of Allah (s) has
continued to give glad tidings to the Muslim nation regarding the
advent of the Imam in every gathering, every assembly and in
every congregation. The traditions are as follows:

1) His Eminence (s) said: (Night and day) that is: the world
would not end till the Almighty Allah raises an individual from
my Ahle Bayt (a), whose name would be same as mine, and who
would fill up the world with justice and equity like it would have
been fraught with injustice and oppression.

17



2) Ahmad and Tirmidhi, Abu Dawood and Ibne Majah have
recorded the Hadith that the Holy Prophet (s) said: Even if a
single day remains for the end of the world, Almighty Allah
would send a person from my Ahle Bayt, who would fill it up
with justice and equity like it would have been fraught with
injustice and oppression.'

3) Mualla bin Ziyad has narrated from Alaa that he said that
Messenger of Allah (s) remarked: I give you the good news of
the Mahdi (a); he would rise up from my Ummah. When discord
would appear among the people and earthquakes would occur.
So, he would fill up the earth with justice and equity just as it
would have been fraught with injustice and tyranny. The folks of
the heavens and the earth would be pleased with him; he would
distribute the wealth equitably. Someone inquired: What does
‘Sahaah’ imply? His Eminence said: With equality among all the
people and the Almighty Allah would fill up the hearts of the
Ummah of Muhammad with self-sufficiency and their justice
would make the people needless till they would order the caller
to call out: Does anyone require money? No one would respond,
except for one person, who would say: I need it. Imam would
say: Go to the treasurer and tell him that the Imam orders him to
grant funds to you. The treasurer would say: Pick up the money.
When he would try to pick it up, he would be unable to do so
and he would be ashamed of it. He would say: I was the
greediest fellow in the Ummah of Muhammad, but they made
me so needless that I cannot even lift the wealth. He said: Then
he would try to return the monies, but it would not be accepted
from him. The Imam would say: We don’t take back what we
have given away. In this manner seven, eight or nine years
would pass; after that there is no pleasure in life. Or he said:
There is no goodness in life after that.”

4) Salman Muhammadi said that when he went to see the
Holy Prophet (s), he saw Husain (a) seated on his (Prophet’s)

! Isafur Raghibeen, marginal notes on Nurul Absaar, 134.
* Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz Zaman, Pg. 85.
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knees and His Eminence (s) was kissing his eyes and lips while
remarking: You are the chief, son of a chief, father of chiefs; you
are the Imam, son of Imam, father of Imams; you are the divine
proof, son of the divine proof, you are the father of nine divine
proofs, who would be born through your loins, the ninth of
whom would be the Qaim.'

5) The Holy Prophet (s) said: A person from my
descendants would appear in the last period of time, whose name
would be same as mine and his agnomen would be same as
mine; he would fill up the earth with justice and equity like it
would have been fraught with injustice and oppression; he would
be the Mahdi (a).

6) The Holy Prophet (s) said: Nights and day would not end
(the world would not end) till a person from my Ahle Bayt (a)
rules. He would fill up the earth with justice and equity like it
would have been fraught with injustice and oppression.’

7) The Holy Prophet (s) said to Lady Fatima Zahra (s): The
Mahdi would be from your progeny.*

8) The Holy Prophet (s) said: The Mahdi is from us, Ahle
Bayt (a). Almighty Allah would improve his circumstances
overnight.’

9) It is narrated from Abu Huraira that he said: Messenger
of Allah (s) said: What would be your condition when the son of
Maryam descends among you and your Imam would be from

6
you?

10) Abul Hasan Ali bin Musa ar-Reza (a) narrates from his
holy forefathers that Messenger of Allah (s) said: By the one,

! Magtal al-Husain, Khwarizmi, Vol. 1, Pg. 146.

* Tadkiratul Khwaas, Pg. 204.

? Al-Malahim wal Fitan, Pg. 101.

* Al-Hadith ar-Rabe min Arbaeen, Hafiz Abu Nuaim; Ref: Kashful
Ghumma, Pg. 321.

> Ikmaluddin, Vol. 1, Pg. 256.

% Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 2, Pg. 178.
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who sent me as the giver of glad tidings with the truth that the
Qaim is from my descendants for a stipulated time period which
is promised to me. He would disappear for a long time so much
so that most people would start saying: Now God does not need
Aale Muhammad (a) anymore; and some would doubt his birth.
Whoever happens to live at time should remain firmly attached
to his religion and not allow the Shaitan access to him, otherwise
he would be expelled from my community and would go out of
the pale of my religion. This very Shaitan had got your father
(ancestor) expelled from Paradise before and Allah has made
Satans the friends (Wali) of those who do not believe.'

11) The Messenger of Allah (s) held the hand of Ali (a) and
said: A youth from the progeny of this one would appear and fill
up the earth with justice and equity. When you see this Tamini,
you should look out for the one, who arrives from the East, and
he would be the standard bearer of the Mahdi.

12) It is narrated from Zar bin Abdullah that he said:
Messenger of Allah (s) said: The world would not end till the
rulership of the Arabs does not come to a person from my Ahle
Bayt (a), his name would be same as mine.”

13) Anas bin Malik (r) narrates that the Holy Prophet (s)
said: We, the sons of Abdul Muttalib, are the chiefs of the folks
of Paradise. I, Hamza, Ali, Ja’far bin Abu Talib, Hasan, Husain
and Mahdi (a).’

14) Tt is narrated from Abu Saeed Khudri that heard
Messenger of Allah (s) say: There would be twelve Imams after
me, nine of whom shall be from the progeny of Husain and the
Mahdi would be from them.

15) It is narrated from Abu Ayyub Ansari that Messenger of
Allah (s) told Lady Fatima Zahra (s): Among us is the best of the

' Safinatul Bihar, Vol. 2, Pg. 702.

* Nurul Absaar, Shablanji, Pg. 155.

? Zakhairul Ugbah, Allamah Hafiz Muhibuddin Ahmad bin Abdullah
Tahri, Pg. 15.
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prophets, who is your father; the best of the successors is among
us, and he is your husband; the best of the martyrs is from us,
who is Hamza, the uncle of your father; among us is one, whom
the Almighty Allah has bestowed with a pair of wings, who flies
in Paradise wherever he likes, and he is your cousin, Ja’far; and
among us are Hasan and Husain the two chiefs of Paradise from
this Ummah, who are your sons. And among us is the Mahdi (a),
who would be from your progeny.'

16) The Messenger of Allah (s) said: In the last period of
time a calamity would befall my Ummah from their ruler, a
calamity more terrible would be unheard of. So much so that
earth would become constricted for them inspite of its vastness
and would be filled up with injustice and tyranny. The believer
would have no refuge from injustice. So the Almighty Allah
would raise a person from my descendants, who would fill up
the earth with justice and equity like it would have been fraught
with injustice and tyranny. The folks of the earth and the sky
would be pleased with him; the earth would expose the food
grains that it stores and there would be copious rainfall. He
would rule among them for seven, eight or nine years. Due to the
goodness that the Almighty Allah would bestow on the folks of
the earth, even the dead would wish to have been alive.”

17) The Messenger of Allah (s) said: The earth would have
been fraught with injustice and oppression. Then a person from
my progeny would appear, who would rule for seven or nine
years and would fill up the earth with justice and equity.’

18) It is narrated from Abdullah that he was present in the
company of the Messenger of Allah (s) when some Bani Hashim
youths were seen approaching. When the Holy Prophet (s) saw
them, his eyes were brimming with tears and his complexion
was changed. I said: We never witnessed you so aggrieved. The
Holy Prophet (s) said: Instead of the world, Almighty Allah has

' Muntakhabul Athar, Lutfullah Golpaygani, Pg. 191.
% Al-Mustadrak Alas Sahihain, Vol. 4, Pg. 465.
> Musnad Ahmad, Vol. 3, Pg. 28.
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chosen the hereafter for us, Ahle Bayt (a), and my Ahle Bayt (a)
would face calamities, opposition and denial; till the time a
people would arrive from the East holding black standards. They
would be seeking goodness, but people would not accord
goodness to them. They would fight the people and emerge
victorious. After that they would be offered what they had
demanded, but they would not accept till they give it to a person
from my Ahle Bayt (a), who would fill up the earth with justice
and equity like it would have been fraught with injustice and
tyranny. Whoever lives during his period should come to him
even if he has to crawl on snow.'

19) The Messenger of Allah (s) said: Whoever denies the
advent of Mahdi (a) has in fact denied all that was revealed to
Muhammad (s) and whoever denies the advent of Dajjal, is a
disbeliever.”

20) Jabir Ibne Yazid has narrated from Jabir Ibne Abdullah
Ansari that he said: Messenger of Allah (s) said: Mahdi (a) is
from my lineage (my descendant); his name is same as mine and
his agnomen is same as mine. He resembles me in appearance,
behavior, habits and character. There would be occultation for
him and amazing incidents in which nations would get deviated.
Then he would reappear like a comet and fill up the earth with
justice and equity like it would have been fraught with injustice
and tyranny.’

21) Huzaifa bin Yaman has narrated from the Holy Prophet
(s) that he said: The Mahdi is my descendant. His face is like an
illuminated moon, his complexion is Arabian, body Israelite. He
would fill up the earth with justice and equity, like it would have
been fraught with injustice and tyranny. All the creatures of the
heavens and the earth and even the birds of the sky would be
pleased with his Caliphate. He would rule for ten years.*

' Sunan Ibne Majah, Vol. 2, Pg. 629.
% Faraidus Simtain, Shafei.

? Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg. 493.

* Al-Fusulul Muhimma, Pg. 276.
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22) Ummul Momineen Umme Salma (r) said that the Holy
Prophet (s) said: Mahdi would be from my progeny, from the
descendants of Fatima.'

23) The Holy Prophet (s) said: When Isa Ibne Maryam (a)
descends to the earth, it would seem as if water is dripping from
his hair. Hazrat Mahdi (a) would tell him: Please come forward
and lead the people in prayers. Isa (a) would say: The prayer is
established for you. Thus he [Isa (a)] would pray behind a
person from my descendants.’

24) Saeed bin Jubair narrates from Abdullah Ibne Abbas
that he said: Messenger of Allah (s) said: My caliphs and
successors, who would be the divine proofs on the creatures after
me, would be twelve in number; the first of them being my
brother and the last being my (grand) son. It was asked: O
Messenger of Allah (s), who is your brother? ‘Ali Ibne Abi Talib
(a),” he replied. So it was asked: Who is your (grand) son? He
replied: Mahdi (a), who would fill up the earth with justice and
equity just as it would have been fraught with injustice and
tyranny. By the one, who sent me with the truth, even if a single
day remains for the tenure of the world, the Almighty Allah
would prolong that day till my son, Mahdi reappears; then
Prophet Isa Ibne Maryam (a), the spirit of Allah would descend
and recite the ritual prayer behind him and God would illuminate
the earth with the light of its Lord and his rule shall stretch from
the east to the west.’

25) The Holy Prophet (s) said: ‘There will be a dispute
following the death of a Khalifa, and a man from Medina will go
out, fleeing to Mecca. Some of the people of Mecca will come to
him and will bring him out against his will, and they will pledge
allegiance to him between the Rukn and the Magaam. An army
will be sent against him from Shaam, which will be swallowed
up by the earth in Baidha, between Mecca and Medina. When

' Matalibus So-oo0l, Vol. 2, Pg. 80.
* Sawaiqul Mohriga, Pg. 98.
? Ghayatul Maraam, Pg. 693.
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people see that, the devoted worshipers from Sham and the best
people from Iraq will come to him and pledge allegiance to him.
Then there will rise up a man from the Quraish whose maternal
uncles are from Kalb, who will send an army against him and he
will prevail over them. That (defeated army) will be the force of
Kalb. The real loser will be the one who is not present when the
wealth of Kalb is divided. He (the Mahdi) will divide the wealth
and rule the people in accordance with the Sunnah of their
Prophet. Islam will become established on earth and he will
remain for seven years, then he will die and the Muslims will
offer the funeral prayer for him.”"

26) It is narrated from Tauban that the Messenger of Allah
(s) said: When you see black standards approaching from
Khorasan, you should come to it as it would have the Mahdi, the
Caliph of God.”

27) Abdullah bin Qabit said that Harith bin Abi Rabia and
Abdullah bin Safwan came to see Ummul Momineen Hazrat
Umme Salma (r) and I was accompanying them. They inquired
from her about that army, which would be swallowed into the
earth. And this was during the reign of Ibne Zubair. She said:
Messenger of Allah (s) said: When a refuge-seeker seeks refuge
in the House of Allah, an army would be sent against him. When
it enters a plain ground, it would be made to sink. I said: Allah’s
Messenger, what about him who would be made to accompany
this army willy nilly? Thereupon he said: He would be made to
sink along with them, but would be raised on Day of
Resurrection on the basis of his intention.’

In Sahih Muslim, it is narrated from Messenger of Allah (s)
that he said: There would be in the last phase of the time, a
caliph who would distribute wealth, but would not count.*

! Sahih Abu Dawood, Kitabul Mahdi, Vol. 4, Pg. 153.

% Mishkatul Masabih, Khatib Tabrizi, Part two, Pg. 133.

3 Sahih Muslim, Vol. 18, Pg. 5, he has recorded it through various
channels.

* Sahih Muslim, Vol. 18, Pg. 39 is recorded in various versions.
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28) Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated that Lady Fatima Zahra
(s) came to her father when he was ailing; she said weeping: We
are terrified of being destroyed after you. Messenger of Allah (s)
said: O Fatima, when the Almighty Allah glanced at the folks of
the earth, He chose your father and appointed him as the
Prophet. When He glanced the second time He chose your
husband from them and commanded me to give your hand in
marriage to him and I did that. He is greater than all Muslims
from the aspect of forbearance, he possesses the most knowledge
and he was the first to embrace Islam. We Ahle Bayt (a) are
bestowed seven such traits, which neither anyone was given
from the formers nor would be given to anyone from the latter.
Our Prophet is the best of all the prophets and that is your father;
and our successors of the best of the successors, and he is your
husband; and our martyr is the best of the martyrs and that is the
uncle of your father; and from us is one having two wings by
which he flies about in Paradise wherever he likes and that is
Ja’far. And from us are the grandsons of this Ummah and they
are your sons; and from among us is the Mahdi of the Ummah."'

29) The Messenger of Allah (s) said: How that community
can perish at whose beginning I am and at whose end is Isa (a)
and in whose middle is the Mahdi?*

30) Ali Ibne Ali al-Hilali narrates from his father that he
said: I went to see Messenger of Allah (s) in his terminal illness.
(I saw that) Fatima was seated at his head. He says: Fatima
Zahra (s) cried till her wails arose. The Messenger of Allah (s)
glanced at her and said: Why are you crying dear? Fatima
replied, “I fear destruction after your passing away. His
Eminence said: Dear, do you not know that Almighty God
glanced at the earth once and selected your father from it and
made him the messenger and sent him; then He again glanced at
the earth and selected your husband and revealed to me that I
should give hand in marriage to him. O Fatima, the Almighty

" Fadailus Sahaba, Abu Muzaffar Samani, Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg.
490.
% Tarikh Ibne Asakir, Vol. 2, Pg. 62.
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Allah has bestowed seven such merits to us, which were not
given to anyone before us nor would be given to anyone else
after us. I am the seal of the prophets and the most superior in
the view of God, and dearest and most excellent of all the
creatures; and I am your father. And my successor is the best of
the successors and he is the dearest to the Almighty Allah, and
he is your husband. And our martyr is the best of the martyrs and
dearer in the view of God, and he is the uncle of your father and
husband. And from us is one, who is having two emerald wings
and he flies with the angels in Paradise and he is the cousin of
your father and the brother of your husband. And from among us
are the two grandsons of this Ummah and they are your sons:
Hasan and Husain (a) and the two of them are the chiefs of the
youths of Paradise. By the one, who sent me with truth, their
parents are superior to them.

O Fatima, by the one, who sent me with truth, from these
two only would descend the Mahdi of this Ummah. When
corruption and lawlessness would spread in the earth, and
mischief appears, the paths would be cut off, and some people
would attack some others; neither the elders would have mercy
for the young nor the young would have respect for elders, so the
Almighty Allah would at that time send from the progeny of
these two (Hasan and Husain), one, who would conquer the forts
of misguidance, like I had strengthened it in the beginning. He
would fill up the earth with justice like it would have been
fraught with injustice.

O Fatima, do not be aggrieved, and do not cry; because the
Almighty Allah is very kind upon you due to the rank that is
present for you in my heart; and Almighty Allah bestowed such
a husband to you, who is the most excellent in Ahle Bayt (a)
from the aspect of lineage and the most superior from the aspect
of position; he is extremely kind and he distributes equitably; he
issues the best judgments. I beseeched Almighty to make you the
first person from Ahle Bayt (a) to join me.'

! Majmauz Zawaid, Haithami, Vol. 9, Pg. 165.
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Chapter Three: Sahaba that have
reported traditions of Prophet regarding
Imam Mahdi (a)

Whoever sifts through of books and collections of traditions
would be able to see the name of Imam Mahdi (a) prominently
in the beginning as well as the end. A large number of
companions have narrated traditions from the Messenger of
Allah (s).

Before you is a table containing the names of fifty
companions, who have narrated traditions from the Prophet
regarding Imam Mahdi (a) and before the name of each
companion, we have limited ourselves to only mention the
source, which has reported the tradition of Imam Mahdi (a)
through the reference of this companion. If we intended to
compile all the traditional reports of every companion about
Imam Mahdi (a) we would require a large encyclopedia of
Ahadith. Yes, we have mentioned some traditions that are
recorded through the channels of Abu Saeed Khudri, companion
of the Prophet, so that it might become clear for you how
companions of Prophet narrated traditions in such large numbers
about Imam Mahdi (a). And in their view, it is from such
confirmed facts, regarding which there was no dispute between
two reporters and nothing contradicting it is narrated from any
companion or ‘companion of companions’ (Tabiin). Now, we
are quoting those traditions that are recorded through the
channels of Abu Saeed Khudri, companion of the Prophet and
after that we would narrate traditional reports quoted by other
companions.

27



1- Abu Siddiq an-Naji narrates from Abu Saeed Khudri that
he said: I heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say: There would be
twelve Imams after me of which nine would be from the loins of
Imam Husain (a) and the Mahdi would be from them.'

2- Abu Nazra has narrated from Abu Saeed Khudri that he
said: The Messenger of Allah (s) said: The Mahdi is (descended)
from me; he has a high forehead and a prominent nose. He
would fill up the world with fairness and justice as it was filled
with wrongdoing and injustice, and he will rule for seven years.”

3- Abu Siddiq an-Naji narrates from Abu Saeed Khudri that
he said: The Messenger of Allah (s) said: I give you glad tidings
of the Mahdi, who would appear in my Ummah at the time of
dispute between people and when earthquakes would occur; he
would fill up the earth with justice and equity like it would have
been filled with injustice and oppression. Folks of the earth and
the heavens would be pleased with him. He would distribute
wealth with ‘sahah’. A person asked: What is ‘sahah’? He
replied: To distribute equitably. And he said: Almighty Allah
would make the Ummah of Muhammad needless (wealthy).3

4- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (s) said: Mahdi would be from us, Ahle Bayt (a); he would
have a prominent nose; he would fill up the earth with justice
and equity like it would have been filled with injustice and
oppression.”

5- Abu Nazra narrates from Abu Saeed Khudri that: The
Messenger of Allah (s) said: After me there would come a
Caliph, who would distribute uncountable wealth and would not
calculate it.”

! Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 66.

* Musnad Abu Dawood.

* Musnad Ahmad, Vol. 3, Pg. 37.
* Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg. 488.
> Musnad Ahmad, Vol. 3, Pg. 48.
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6- Amash has narrated from Atiyya and he has narrated
from Abu Saeed Khudri that: The Messenger of Allah (s) said: A
person would arrive at the end of time and the time of the
appearance of mischief; whose name would be Mahdi, and
whose bestowals would be in excess.'

7- Abu Saeed Khudri says that Lady Fatima Zahra (s)
visited her respected father when he was in his terminal illness.
When she looked at him she burst into tears and said: O father, I
fear destruction after your passing away. The Messenger of
Allah (s) said: O Fatima, Almighty Allah glanced at the folks of
the earth, He chose your father and appointed him as the
Prophet. When He glanced the second time He chose your
husband and commanded me to give your hand in marriage to
him and I did that. He is greater than all Muslims from the
aspect of forbearance; he possesses the most knowledge and was
the first to embrace Islam. We, Ahle Bayt (a) are bestowed seven
such traits, which neither anyone was given from the formers nor
would be given to anyone from the latter.

Our Prophet is the best of all the prophets and that is your
father; and our successors are the best of successors, and he is
your husband; and our martyr is the best of the martyrs and that
is the uncle of your father; and from us is one having two wings
by which he flies about in Paradise wherever he likes and that is
Ja’far. And from us are the grandsons of this Ummah and they
are your sons; and from among us is the Mahdi of the Ummah.”

It is narrated from Habr bin Nawf that he said to Abu Saeed
Khudri: By God, each coming year is worse than the preceding
year and every ruler and monarch is worse than his predecessor.
Abu Saeed Khudri said: I heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say
what you mentioned, but I also heard the Messenger of Allah (s)
say that this matter would continue in the same manner till
mischief and corruption appear, which would take the whole
earth in its ambit and no one would be able to utter the name of

' Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz Zaman, Pg. 85.
* Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg. 49.
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God. After that Almighty Allah would send a person from me
and my progeny, who would fill up the earth with justice and
equity like it would have been filled with injustice and
oppression; and the earth would expose its treasures; he would
distribute excess of wealth to everyone and not even count it; at
that time Islam would become absolutely dominant.'

8- Juwain Abdi has narrated from Abu Saeed Khudri that he
said: I heard Messenger of Allah (s) say from the pulpit: Mahdi
would be from my Ahle Bayt (a); he would reappear in the last
period of time; the sky would drop rain for him and the earth
would produce crop for him; he would fill up the earth with
justice and equity like people would have made it fraught with
injustice and oppression.

9- Abu Siddiq an-Naji has narrated from Abu Saeed Khudri
that he said: the Messenger of Allah (s) said: Glad tidings of the
Mahdi, who would come in the last period of time at the time of
hardship and earthquake. Almighty Allah would expand the
earth for him with justice and equity.’

10- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that he said: The name of Mahdi is Muhammad.*

11- It is narrated from Abu Saeed Khudri that he said: The
Messenger of Allah (s) said: A person from my Ahle Bayt (a)
would reappear and would act on my practice (Sunnah).
Almighty Allah would send down bountifulness for him from
the heavens and the earth would expose its blessings for him.
Through him would Almighty Allah fill up the earth with justice
and equity like it would have been fraught with injustice and
oppression. He would rule on this Ummah for seven years. He
would arrive at the Baitul Mugaddas.’

' Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 168.

* Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 169.

* Dalailul Imamah.

* Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 183; from Al-Burhan fee Alamat Mahdi
Akhiruz Zaman.

> Kashful Ghumma, Vol. 2, Pg. 262.
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12- It is narrated from Abu Harun Abdi that he said: I came
to Abu Saeed Khudri and asked: Did you participate in the Battle
of Badr. He replied: Yes. So I asked him to narrate something he
heard from the Messenger of Allah (s) regarding the excellence
and precedence of Hazrat Ali. Abu Saeed Khudri said: Yes, 1
would tell you. When the Messenger of Allah (s) became weak
due to illness, Lady Fatima Zahra (s) came to see him when I
was seated to the right side of the Messenger of Allah (s). When
she saw the weakness of the Prophet she burst out crying and
tears flowed on her cheeks. The Messenger of Allah (s) said: O
Fatima, why are you crying? Do you not know that the Almighty
Allah glanced at the earth and chose your father and appointed
him as a prophet; till he (s) said: The Mahdi of this Ummah
would be from us behind whom Prophet Isa (a) would pray the
Namaz. Then he (s) tapped the shoulders of Imam Husain (a)
and said: The Mahdi of this Ummah would be through his
generations.'

13- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that he said: A person would rise up in my Ummah
from my Ahle Bayt (a). He would have a prominent nose and a
broad forehead. He would promote justice in the earth like it
would have been fraught with injustice. The duration of his rule
shall be seven years.

14- Abu Siddiq an-Naji narrates from Abu Saeed Khudri
that: The Messenger of Allah (s) said: Judgment Day would not
arrive till the earth is filled with injustice and oppression. After
that a person would appear from my progeny; or he said: from
my Ahle Bayt (a), who would fill up the earth with justice and
equity like it would have been filled with injustice and
aggression.’

15- Abu Saeed Khudri narrates from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that His Eminence said: A person would come and say:

' Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz Zaman.
> Musnad Ahmad, Vol. 3, Pg. 17.
* Dalailul Imamah.
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O Mahdi, give me something. The Mahdi would give so much
that he would not be able to lift the burden.'

16- It is narrated from Abu Saeed Khudri that he said: The
Messenger of Allah (s) said: There would be mischief after me.
No escape is possible from them. There would be flight and
battle in that mischief. After that a mischief would occur, more
severe than that. When they would be about to end they would
intensify again; till they enter every house among the Arabs and
reach to every Muslim till a person from my progeny would
appear.”

17- Abu Saeed Khudri narrates from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that he said: From us is one, behind whom Prophet Isa
(a) would pray.’

18- Abu Siddiq an-Naji narrates from Abu Saeed Khudri
that he said: The Messenger of Allah (s) said: In the last period
of my Ummah would the Mahdi reappear. The Almighty Allah
would provide copious rain and the earth would sprout its
vegetation. He would distribute wealth equitably. There would
be quadrupeds in excess and there would be greatness of the
Ummah. He would live for seven or eight years.*

19- Abu Siddiq an-Naji narrates from Abu Saeed Khudri
that: The Messenger of Allah (s) said: There would be the Mahdi
in my Ummah. If he remains for the least period of time, he
would be there for seven years; otherwise he would stay for nine
years. During his tenure, my Ummah would get such blessings
as they would not have received before. The earth would
disgorge its treasures and would not retain anything. The piles of
food grains during that period would be like piles of sand. A
person would rise up and say: Take.’

' Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 311; quoted from Masabih as-Sunnah.
* Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 311; quoted from Kitabul Mahdi.

? Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz Zaman, Pg. 79.

* Al-Mustadrak Alas Sahihain, Vol. 4, Pg. 557.

> Al-Mustadrak Alas Sahihain, Vol. 4, Pg. 558.
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20- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (s) said: My Ummah would take refuge in him (Mahdi)
like honeybees take refuge with the queen bee. He would fill up
the earth with justice and equity like it would have been fraught
with injustice; till the people return to their previous conditions.
Neither any sleeping one would be awakened nor the blood of
any innocent be shed.'

21- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (s) said: The Mahdi would take up the control of the
affairs of the people (he would rule); people of Kufa would be
more fortunate for seven or ten years.

22- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated that he heard the
Messenger of Allah (s) say: Members of my Ahle Bayt are
security for the folks of the earth just as stars are means of
security for the folks of the heavens. It was asked: O Messenger
of Allah (s), would the Imams after you be from your Ahle
Bayt? He replied: Without any doubt, there would be twelve
Imams after me; nine of them would be from the loins of Husain
(a). All of them would be trustworthy and infallible and only
from among us would be the Mahdi of this Ummah. Know that
my Ahle Bayt and my progeny are from my flesh and blood.
What is wrong with the people that they cause me distress
regarzding them? My intercession for them shall not reach till
God.

23- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (s) said: During the last period of time a severe calamity
would befall my Ummah from the side of their rulers. So severe
that no one would have heard about any calamity more severe
than that. Till the wideness of the earth would shrink and the
world would be filled with injustice and oppression. The
believer would not find any refuge from oppression. So the
Almighty Allah would raise a person from my progeny, who
would fill up the earth with justice and equity like it would have

' Al-Malahim wal Fitan, Pg. 148.
* Muntakhabul Athar.
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been fraught with injustice and oppression. The inhabitants of
the heavens and the earth would be satisfied with him. The earth
would not treasure even a single food grain, but that it would
expose it and the sky would send down every drop of rain. He
would remain among them for seven, eight or nine years.
Whatever good turns the Almighty Allah did to everyone, living
people would wish the same for those who have died."

24- Atiyya Aufi has narrated from Abu Saeed Khudri that
he said that he heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say: The Imams
after me would be twelve; nine from the loins of Husain. The
ninth of them would be the Qaim. Glad tidings be for those
having affection for them.”

25- It is narrated from Abu Saeed Khudri that: I heard the
Messenger of Allah (s) say to Imam Husain (a): O Husain, you
are an Imam, son of Imam, brother of Imam and nine Imams
would come through your progeny all of whom would be
righteous and ninth of them would be the Qaim. It was asked: O
Messenger of Allah (s), what would be the number of Imams
after you? His Eminence replied: They are twelve from which
nine would be descendants of Husain.

26- It is narrated from Abu Saeed Khudri that he said: We
were fearful of the creation of new dogmas after the Prophet so
we asked the Prophet regarding that. He said: The Mahdi would
be from my Ummah, who would reappear and after that would
live for five, seven or nine years. Abu Saeed Khudri said: We
asked the Messenger of Allah (s): What else would happen? He
replied: A man would come and say: O Mahdi, please give me
charity, please give me charity. So the Mahdi would give so
much money that he would not be able to lift it.”

27- Abu Siddiq an-Naji narrates from Abu Saeed Khudri
that he said: The Messenger of Allah (s) said: I give you glad
tidings of the Mahdi, who would rise up from my Ummah at the

! Kifayatul Athar.
2 Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 82.
? Sahih Tirmidhi, Vol. 2, Pg. 46.
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time of dispute among people and occurrence of earthquakes. He
would fill up the earth with justice and equity like it would have
been fraught with injustice and oppression. The folks of the
heavens and the earth would be satisfied with him. He would
distribute wealth equitably (Sahah). Someone asked the Holy
Prophet (s): What is Sahah? He replied: To distribute equitably.
And he said: Almighty Allah would enrich the hearts of the
Muhammadan Ummah with the wealth of needlessness and so
wide would his (Mahdi’s) justice be that he would order the
caller to announce that if anyone needs anything he may ask.

From all the people only one would arise and the Imam
would tell him to contact Saddan (the treasurer) and tell him that
the Mahdi has commanded him to issue funds to him. The
treasurer would tell him: Take all you want, lift it. When he
takes the money and puts it in his bag, he would regret his
excessive greed. Imam (a) said: He would try to return the
money, but it would not be taken back. He would say: I was the
most valiant person from the Muslim Ummah, but such is their
generosity that I am helpless before it. He would be told: We
don’t take back what we have given. This would continue for
seven, eight or nine years. After that there would not pleasure in
staying alive (there is no good in life).'

28- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that he said: There would be a Caliph in the last period
of time, who would distribute wealth without counting.

29- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that he said: The Judgment Day would not arrive until
the earth is full of injustice, oppression and enmity. After that
would arise from my Ahle Bayt one, who would fill it up with
justice and equity, like it would have been fraught with tyranny
and oppression.’

" Musnad Ahmad, Vol. 3, Pg. 37.
* Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz Zaman, Pg. 84.
* Al-Mustadrak Alas Sahihain, Vol. 4, Pg. 557.
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30- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that he said: There would be twelve Caliphs after me.
Nine of them would be from the descendants of Husain and the
ninth of them would be the Qaim. Glad tidings be to their fans
and woe be unto their foes.'

31- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that he said: The Judgment Day would not arrive until
the earth is not filled with injustice, oppression and enmity.
After that would appear from my Ahle Bayt (a), one, who would
fill it up with justice and equity, like it were fraught with
injustice and oppression.

32- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that: There would be twelve Imams after me; nine from
the loins of Husain (a) and the ninth of them would be the
Qaim.3

33- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that: Indeed, the earth would be filled with injustice
and oppression. After that a person from my Ahle Bayt (a)
would appear, who would fill it up with justice and equity like it
would have been fraught with injustice and oppression.*

34- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that he described the calamities that would befall his
Ummabh till there would be no refuge for them. Almighty Allah
would then send a person from my Ahle Bayt (a) and through
him would fill up the earth with justice and equity like it would
be fraught with injustice and tyranny. The creatures of the
heavens and the earth would be satisfied with him. The sky
would send every drop of rain and the earth would expose all its
vegetation; so much so that the living ones would wish the same
for their deceased ones. He would live for seven or eight years.’

! Kifayatul Athar.

% Al-Mustadrak Alas Sahihain, Hakim, Vol. 4, Pg. 557.
? Kifayatul Athar.

* Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg. 431.

> Al-Jamiul Usul, Vol. 5, Pg. 363.
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35- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that among his Caliphs would be one, who would
distribute wealth generously and without calculating it.'

36- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that: The Mahdi would be an individual from us, Ahle
Bayt (a). He would have a prominent nose. He would fill up the
earth with justice and equity like it would have been fraught with
injustice and tyranny.’

37- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that: The Mahdi would stay in the Ummah for seven or
nine years. During that period my Ummah would be so much
enriched with bounties that no one would have heard about such
a blessing. The earth would bring out its treasures and not keep it
stored any more. Wealth during that time would be present in
excess. A man would approach and say: O Mahdi, give me
(money). Mahdi would say: Take.”

38- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that: I give you glad tidings of the Mahdi. He would
rise up at the time of conflict among people and during times of
earthquakes. He would fill up the earth with justice and equity
like it would have been fraught with injustice and tyranny. Folks
of the heavens and the earth would be pleased with him. He
would distribute wealth equitably.*

39- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that: When the earth would be full of injustice and
oppression a person from my progeny would appear, who would
rule the earth for seven or nine years and fill up the earth with
justice and equity.’

" Kashful Ghumma, Vol. 3, Pg. 260.

* Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg. 434.

* Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg. 48; Faraidus Simtain.
* Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg. 488.

> Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 187.
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40- Abu Saeed Khudri has narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) that: The Judgment Day would not arrive till a person
from my Ahle Bayt (a) does not become its master. He would
have a broad forehead and a prominent nose. He would fill up
the earth with justice like it would have been fraught with
tyranny. And he would remain for seven years.'

' Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 187.
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Chapter Four: Names of companions and
books of reference

We presented more than forty traditions to you, which are
reported by Abu Saeed Khudri, a prominent companion of the
Messenger of Allah (s).

Now, we shall present the names of fifty companions, who
have narrated traditions regarding Imam Mahdi (a).

S.No. | Name of Sahabi Book

1 Abu Amama Bahili | Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
Zaman, Pg. 95.

2 Abu Ayyub Ansari Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 521,
Najaf Ashraf.

3 Abul Jahaf Al-Ghaibah, Shaykh Tusi, Pg.
111, Najaf Ashraf.

4 Abu Zar Ghiffari Kifayatul Athar

5 Abu Saeed Khudri In this book 431 traditions are
mentioned with reference of the
books.

6 Abu Salma Al-Ghaibah, Shaykh Tusi, Pg. 96.

7 Abu Laila Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 528.

8 Abu Huraira Sahih Bukhari, Vol. 2, Pg. 178.

9 Umme Salma Musnad Abu Dawood, Vol. 4, Pg.

151.
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S.No. | Name of Sahabi Book
10 Anas bin Malik Sunan al-Mustafa, Ibne Majah,
Vol. 2, Pg. 519.
11 Tamim Darimi Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 590.
From Arais Thalabi
12 Thauban Ibne Majah, Vol. 2, Pg. 519.
13 Jabir Ibne Abdullah | Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 536.
Ansari
14 Jarud bin Mundhir | Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 112.
Abdi
15 Huzaifa bin Usaid Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 50.
16 Huzaifa bin Yaman | Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 588.
17 Abu Qatada Harth | Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 50.
bin Rabi
18 Imam Hasan (a) Kifayatul Athar
19 Imam Husain (a) Kashful Ghumma, Vol. 3, Pg.
301.
20 Zar bin Abdullah Kashful Ghumma, Vol. 3, Pg.
261.
21 Zurarah bin | Ghayatul Maraam, Pg. 200.
Abdullah
22 Zaid bin Arqam Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 48.
23 Zaid bin Thabit Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 203.
24 Saad bin Malik Kifayatul Athar
25 Salman Farsi Magtal al-Husain, Khwarizmi,

Vol. 1, Pg. 146.
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S.No. | Name of Sahabi Book
26 Talha bin | Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 451;
Ubaidullah from Al-Burhan fee Alaamati

Aakhiruz Zaman.

27 Ummul Momineen | Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 520.
Ayesha binte Abu
Bakr

28 Abdullah bin Abdul | Ghayatul Maraam, Pg. 704.
Muttalib

29 Abdur Rahman bin | Ghayatul Maraam, Pg. 707.
Samura

30 Abdur Rahman bin | Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
Auf Zaman, 96, Pg. 46.

31 Abdullah bin Abi | Ghaibat Nomani, Pg. 46.
Aufi

32 Abdullah bin Ja’far | Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 116;
Tayyar from Biharul Anwar.

33 Abdullah bin Harth | Sunan al-Mustafa, from Ibne
bin Haza Zubaidi Majah, Vol. 2, Pg. 519.

34 Abdullah bin Abbas | Al-Fusul al-Muhimma, Pg. 277.

35 Abdullah bin Umar | Al-Fusul al-Muhimma, Pg. 277.

36 Abdullah bin Umar | Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
and Ibne Aas Zaman, 92.

37 Abdullah bin Masud | Al-Fusul al-Muhimma, Pg. 279.

38 Uthman bin Affan Kifayatul Athar

39 Al-Alaa Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz

Zaman, 85.

40 Al-Qama bin | Al-Fusul al-Muhimma, Pg. 279.

Abdullah
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S.No. | Name of Sahabi Book

41 Imam Ali Ibne Abi | Musnad Abu Dawood, Vol. 4, Pg.
Talib (a) 151.

42 Ali al-Hilali Majmauz Zawaid, Haithami, Vol.

9, Pg. 165.

43 Ammar bin Yasir Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 50.

44 Imran bin Husain Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 205.

45 Umar bin Khattab Muntakhabul Athar

46 Lady Fatima Zahra | Kifayatul Athar
(s)

47 Qatadah Al-Malahim wal Fitan, Pg. 51.

48 Qurra al-Mazani Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 220.

49 Kaab Al-Malahim wal Fitan, Pg. 137.

50 Maaz bin Jabal Al-Mahdi, Sadr, Pg. 191.
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Chapter Five: Reports of Prophet

regarding Imam Mahdi (a) narrated
through companions of companions
(Tabi-in)

Tens of companions have heard from the Messenger of
Allah (s) traditions regarding Imam Mahdi (a) and hundreds of
Tabi-in have narrated those traditions from the very companions.
We mention below names of those fifty Tabi-in, who have
narrated traditions of the Messenger of Allah (s) regarding Imam
Mahdi (a). For the sake of brevity, we shall mention the name of
each Tabi-i with only a single source:

S.No. | Name of Tabi-1 Book

1 Ibrahim bin Al- | Al-Malahim wal Fitan, Pg. 52.
Qama

2 Ibrahim bin | Ibne Majah, 2/519.
Muhammad
Hanafiyya

3 Abu Asma Rahbi Sunan Ibne Majah, 2/519.

4 Abu  Salma bin | Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
Abdur Rahman bin | Zaman, 96.
Auf

5 Abu Siddiq Naji Ibne Majah, 2/518.

6 Abu Amr al-Muqri | Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 449.

7 Abu Nazra Musnad Abu Dawood, 4/152.
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S.No.

Name of Tabi-1

Book

Abu Harun Abdi

Al-Ghaibah, Shaykh Tusi, 116,
Najaf.

9 Ishag bin Abdullah | Ibne Majah, 2/519.
bin Abi Talha
10 Asbagh bin Nubatah | Ghayatul Maraam, Pg. 693.
11 Ayaz bin Salma bin | Kifayatul Athar
Akwa
12 Thabit bin Dinar Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 592,
Najaf.
13 Thabit bin Dinar Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
Zaman, 99.
14 Jabir bin Yazid Jofi | Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 593.
15 Harith bin Saeed bin | Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 118,
Qays from Managqib.
16 Hanash bin | Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 46.
Motamir
17 Zazan Dalail al-Imamah
18 Zar bin Hubaish Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
Zaman, 90.
19 Zuhri Al-Malahim wal Fitan, Pg. 68.
20 Saib Thaqgafi Kifayatul Athar
21 Salim bin Abdullah | Ghaibat Nomani, Pg. 45.
bin Umar
22 Saeed bin Jubair Ghayatul Maraam, Pg. 292.
23 Saeed bin | Musnad Abu Dawood, 4/191.
Musayyab
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S.No.

Name of Tabi-1

Book

24

Salama

Magtal al-Husain, Khwarizmi,

1/96.

25 Sulaym Ibne Qays | Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 534.
Hilali
26 Sulaiman bin Abi | Ghayatul Maraam, Pg. 293.
Habib
27 Shahr bin Haushab Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 96, from
Nafs ar-Rahman.
28 Tawus Yamani Kifayatul Athar
29 Abaya bin Rabi Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 521.
30 Abdur Rahman bin | Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 521.
Abi Laila
31 Atiyya Aufi Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
Zaman, 85.
32 Ali bin al-Husain | Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 537.
(@)
33 Ali bin Abdullah | Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
bin Abbas Zaman, 88.
34 Ali bin Ali Hilali Majma  az-Zawaid, Haithami,
9/165.
35 Ammara bin Juwain | Al-Ghaibah, Shaykh Tusi, 111.
Abdi
36 Abu Zara Amr bin | Sunan Mustafa, from Ibne Majah,
Jabir Hadhrami 2/519.
37 Amr bin Uthman | Kifayatul Athar
bin Affan
38 Isa bin Abdullah bin | Ash-Shia war Rajaa, 1/46.
Malik
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S.No.

Name of Tabi-1

Book

39 Kathir bin Murra Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
Zaman, 91.
40 Mujahid Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 529.
41 Muhammad al- | Yanabiul Mawaddha, Pg. 537.
Bagir (a)
42 Muhammad bin | Ghayatul Maraam, Pg. 708.
Jarud Abdi
43 Muhammad bin | Ibne Majah, 2/219.
Hanafiyya
44 Muhammad  Ibne | Ghayatul Maraam, Pg. 292.
Mundhir
45 Mahmud bin Lubaid | Kifayatul Athar
46 Mutraf bin | Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 50.
Abdullah
47 Moalla bin Ziyad Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
Zaman.
48 Makhul Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
Zaman.
49 Nafe, Maula Abu | Sahih Bukhari, 2/178.
Qatada
50 Wahab bin | Al-Bayan fee Akhbaar Sahibuz
Munabbah Zaman.
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Chapter Six: Ahle Sunnat books
containing detailed reports about Imam
Mahdi (a)

Traditions of the Messenger of Allah (s) are full of the
mention of Imam Mahdi (a), his occultation, signs of his
reappearance, his rule and power, and the tenure of his rule. That
is why we see that the collections of traditions, books of
prophetic biography (Seerah) and books comprising of life
accounts, all of them contain the mention of Imam Mahdi (a)
and majority of the scholars have reserved complete sections in
their respective books for the account of Imam Mahdi (a) and
they have compiled all the traditions that are regarding the
Imam.

We mention below some of those books:

S.No. | Book Author

1 Al-Aaimma al-Ithna | Shamsuddin Muhammad bin
Ashar Tulun

2 Al-Idha Lima Kana | Abul Tayyib bin Ahmad Bukhari

wa Yakun Baina
Yadi as-Saa-a

Al-Ishaa Al-Barzanji

Akhbarud Daul Al-Qirmani

Isaafur Raghibeen As-Sabyaan

AN | |k (W

At-Taajul Jami Lil | Mansur Ali Nasif
Usul
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S.No. | Book Author

7 Tadkiratul Sibte Ibne Jauzi
Khwaasul Ummah

8 Tawareekh Ibne Khashshaab
Mawaaleedul
Aaimma

9 Hujajul ~ Karaama | Abul Tayyib bin Ahmad Bukhari
fee Aathaarul
Qiyaama

10 Jawahirul Igdain Samhoodi Shafei

11 Kharida Ajaaeb Ibnul Wurdi

12 Ad-Durr al- | Muhammad bin Talha Shafei
Munazzim

13 Rauzatul Ahbaab Sayyid Jamaluddin

14 Ar-Riyazuz Zaahira | Abdullah Mateeri

15 Simtun Nujoom | Abdul Malik Asaami
Awaali

16 Shawahid Al-Jami
Nujbuwwah

17 Ghayatul Maamool | Mansur Ali Nasif

18 Al-Fatadi al- | Ibne Hajar
Haditha

19 Al-Futoohaat al- | Muhiuddin Ibne Arabi
Makkiya

20 Faraidus Simtain Al-Hamawaini ash-Shafei

21 Al-Fareeda al- | Abul Siyaada Abdullah bin
Jauhariya fil | Tbrahim
Aaimmatul Ithna
Ashariya
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S.No. | Book Author
22 Faslul Khitab Muhammad bin Muhammad al-
Bukhari

23 Al-Fusool al- | Ali bin Sabbagh Maliki
Muhimma

24 Al-Muhakima  fee | Qadi Buhlol Bahjat
Tareekh Aale
Muhammad

25 Miraatul Asraar Abdur Rahman

26 Risala fee | Abdul Haqq Dehlavi
Managqibul Aaimma

27 Mashariq al- | Hasan Adawi
Anwaar

28 Mataalibus Soo-ol Muhammad bin Talha Shafei

29 Meraaj al-Wusul Shamsuddin Zarandi

30 Nurul Absaar Shablanji

31 Yanabiul Al-Qunduzi al-Hanafi
Mawaddah

32 Al-Yuwageet al- | Ash-Sherani

Jawahir
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Chapter Seven: Books of Ahle Sunnat
that mention Imam Mahdi (a)

Most books of Ahle Sunnat mention Imam Mahdi (a). In
every book the mention of his ancestors is regarded necessary
and following is a brief account of collections of traditions in
which are recorded traditions of the Messenger of Allah (s)
regarding Imam Mahdi (a).

All books of exegesis present interpretation of those
Quranic verses, which are regarding the reappearance of Imam
Mahdi (a). Since it is not possible for us to even list all the
concerned books, we are content only to present the following:

S.No. | Book Author Pg.
1 Ibtalul Batil Ibne Ruzbahan under the | p. 11
point of the Awaited Imam
2 Al-Ittehaaf bi | Shubrawi p.- 68
Hubbil
Ashraaf
3 Al-Arbaeen Ibne Abi Fawaris; refer | p. 332
Hadith Muntakhabul Athar.
4 Al-Istiab, Ibne Abde Barr Vol.
Numairi 1, p.
85
5 Al-Isabah Al-Asqalani Vol.
7, p.
30
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S.No. | Book Author Pg.
6 Al-Elaam Az-Zarkali Vol
6, p.
310
7 Al-Anwaarul Ash-Sherani, See Yanabiul | p. 470
Qudsiya Mawaddah
8 Irshaad  as- | Al-Qastalani Vol
Saari 5, p.
419
9 Usud al- | Ibne Athir Vol.
Ghaaba 1, p.
260
10 Adhaabul Al-Yamaani, see Jama al- | Vol.
Mawaarid Fawaid 2, p.
733
11 Anwaarut Al-Baidhawi Vol
Tanzeel 4, p.
132
12 Al-Baraaheen | As-Sabati, see Kashful Astaar | p.53
as-Sabatiya
13 Bahjatul Ash-Sherani, see Mashariqul | p. 115
Nufoos Anwaar
14 Taaj al-Uroos | Al-Wasti V. 10,
p. 408
15 At-Tareekh Al-Bukhari, see Sunan Ibne | V. 2,
Majah p- 519
16 At-Tareekh al- | Ibne Asakir V. 2,
Kabeer p. 62
17 Tareekh Al-Khateeb Baghdadi V. 4,
Baghdad p. 388
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S.No. | Book Author Pg.
18 At- Tareekh Dhahabi, see Al-Imam al- | p. 11
Muntazar
19 Taweel Ibne Qutaibah p- 236
Mukhtaliful
Hadith
20 Idhaal Dehlavi, see Al-Imam ath- | p.?29
Taafatul Thani Ashar
Magaal
21 Tarikh al- | Dayar Bakri V. 2,
Khamis P. 382
22 At-Tadhkira Al-Qurtubi, see Ilzaamun | Vol.
Nasib 4, P.
305
23 Tafsir Quran | Thalabi, see Kashful Astaar p. 146
al-Kareem
24 Tatimmatul Ibnul Wurdi Vol.
Mukhtasar 2, p.
232
25 Talkhis al- | Dhahabi Vol.
Mustadrak 4, p.
464
26 Taisar al- | Shaibani Vol
Wusul 4, p
18.
27 Thimar al- | Thalabi, see Al-Imam al- | p.10
Quloob Muntazar
28 Al-Jamiul Qurtubi V. 16,
Ahkaamul p- 106
Quran
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S.No. | Book Author Pg.
29 Al-Jamius As-Suyuti V. 2,
Sagheer p. 131
30 Al-Jafr Al-Bistami, see Lawamiul | V. 3,
Ugool p. 696
31 Al-Jama Al-Abdari, see Al-Musleh al- | p. 109
Bainas Sihah | Muntazar
Sitta
32 Al-Jama see Li-Musleh al-Muntazar p- 39
Bainas
Sahihain
33 Jauharul Al-Baghdadi 157
Kalaam
34 Majmaul Muhammad bin Muhammad | 2/733
Fawaid
35 Al-Hashiya An-Nafassiya al-Asfaraini p- 296
Alaa Sharh al-
Agaid
36 Al-Hashiya As-Sandi V. 2,
Alaa Sahih p- 519
Ibne Majah
37 Al-Husain Ali Jalaal V. 2,
p. 207
38 Hilyatul Al-Isfahani V. 3,
Awliya p. 184
39 Dairatul Marif | Wajadi V. 10,
p. 477
40 Ad-Durr  al- | As-Suyuti V. 6,
Manthur p. 56
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S.No. | Book Author Pg.
41 Durratul Al-Bistami, see Yanabiul | p. 401
Marif Mawaddah
42 Durratul See Jauharul Kalaam p- 160
Asdaf
43 Zakhairul Tabari p- 15
Ugbah
44 Ar-Riayatul Al-Farani, see Li-Musleh al- | p. 39
Ahlul Rawaya | Muntazar
45 Ruhul Bayaan | Haqqi V. §,
p. 385
46 Ruhul Maani Al-Alusi V. 25,
p. 96
47 Rauzatul Al-Hanafi, Gloss on Ibne | V. 11,
Manaazir Athir p. 180
48 Rauzatus Safa | Khawind, see Muntakhabul | p. 337
Athar
49 Ar-Riyazuz Ash-Shafei, see Muntakhabul | p. 336
Zaahira Athar
50 Riyazus An-Noori p. 464
Saaliheen
51 As-Siraaj  al- | Al-Azeezi V. 3,
Muneer p. 221
52 Simtun Al-Asaami V. 4,
Nujoom al- p- 138
Awaali
53 Ar-Riyaazun Mohib Tabari V. 2,
Nazara p. 237
54 Az-Zawaid See Sunan Ibne Majah V. 2,
p. 519

54




S.No. | Book Author Pg.

55 Sabaik az- | As-Suwaidi p- 78
Zahab

56 As-Sunan al- | Al-Baihagqi V. 9,
Kubra p. 180

57 Seeratul Al-Badri p. 122
Imamul Aashir

58 Seeratul Al-Halabi V. 1,
Halabiya p. 226

59 Sharh ad- | As-Safadi, see Al-Burhan | p. 80
Daira feema fee Saahibuz Zamaan

60 Sharh  Diwan | Al-Mabdi, see Muntakhabul | p. 332
Amirul Athar
Momineen (a)

61 Sharh  Sahih | Ibne Arabi V. 9,
Tirmidhi p. 77

62 Shazaratuz Al-Hanbali V. 2,
Zahab p. 141

63 Sharh as-Sayr | Al-Sahli, see Al-Isha-a p. 170

64 Sharh See Mashariqul Anwaar p- 115
Shargawi

65 Sharh  Sahih | Ibne Arabi V. 9,
Tirmidhi p- 78

66 Sharh Nahj Ibne Abil Hadid V. 2,

p. 436

67 Shabul See Kashful Astaar p. 63
Eimaan
Baihaqi

68 Ash-Shafa See Yanabiul Mawaddah p- 439
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S.No. | Book Author Pg.
69 Sahah al- | Ar-Rufai, see Muntakhabul | p. 337
Akhbaar Athar
70 As-Sahih Ibne Habban, see As-Sawaiq | p. 163
al-Mohriga
71 As-Sawaiq al- | Ibne Hajar p- 163
Mohriga
72 At-Tabagaat Ibne Saad, see Al-Khamsa | V. 3,
al-Kubra minas Sihah Sitta p. 340
73 Al-Abgari al- | See Muntakhabul Athar p. 341
Hasaan
74 Al-Araais Thalabi, see Ghayatul | p. 704
Maraam
75 Al-Aqaid An-Nasafi, see  Seeratul | p.124
Imamul Aashir
76 Unqa al- | Ibne Arabi, see Yanabiul | p.467
Maghrib Mawaddah
77 Gharaib  al- | Nishapuri, Gloss on Tafsir | p. 133
Quran Tabari
78 Gharibul Ibne Qutaiba, see Li Muslah | p. 39
Hadith al-Muntazar
79 Fathul Bari Al-Asqgalani V. 6,
p. 385
80 Al-Fitan Ibne Hammad, see Al-|p.42
Malahim wal Fitan
81 Al-Futuhaat Dahlan V. 2,
al-Islamiya p. 322
82 Al-Futuh Ibne Athim, see Ghayatul | p. 701
Maraam
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S.No. | Book Author Pg.

83 Fadhail  as- | As-Samani, see Ghayatul | p. 699
Sahaba Maraam

84 Fawaid al- | Iskafi, see Al-Ashaya p- 170
Akhbaar

85 Al-Fawaid Abu Nuaim, see Nurul | p.247

Absaar

86 Fehris al- | See Mahdi Muntazar p- 15
Fawaris

87 Faiz al- | Al-Manawi V. 6,
Qadeer p. 17

88 Al-Qoot  al- | See Al-Imam al-Muntazar p-9
Mugtadar

89 Kitab al- | Ibne Mundah, see Fath al- | V. 6,
Imaan Bari p. 385

90 Kitab al- | Ibne Shiruyah Bab
Firdos Alif

Laam

91 Kitab al- | Dehlavi, see Kashf al-Astaar | p. 34
Musalsalaat

92 Kanz al- | Ali Muttaqi V. 17,
Ummal p. 188

93 Al-Kashaf Zamakhshari V. 2,

p- 355

94 Kashf az- | Khalifa V. 1,
Zunoon p. 894

95 Kifayatut Al-Kanji p- 312
Talib

96 Kunooz al- | Al-Manawi, see Mashariq al- | p. 111
Hagqaiq Anwaar
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S.No. | Book Author Pg.
97 Lisan al-Arab | Ibne Manzur V. 20,
p. 229
98 Lisan al- | Tbne Hajar V. 2,
Mizan p- 119
99 Al-Lumaat Abdul Haqq, see | p. 3
Muntakhabul Athar
100 Lawami al- | Al-Kashmakhawi V. 3,
Uqul p. 696
101 Al-Mubtida Al-Kasai, Li Muslah al- | p.39
Muntazar
102 Majma az- | Haithami V. 9,
Zawaid p. 165
103 Al-Mukhtasar | Abul Fida V. 3,
fee  Akhbaar p. 57
al-Bashar
104 | Al-Mukhtasar | Ash-Sherani, see Masharig | p. 111
al-Anwaar
105 | Al-Mirqaat fee | Al-Muttaqi, see Kashf al- | p.40
Sharh al- | Astaar
Mishkat
106 Ash-Shamail Al-Majduli, see Isaafur | p. 138
al-Zareefa Raghibeen
107 Al-Mustadrak | Al-Hakim V. 4,
Alas Sahihain p. 465
108 Al-Musnad Ahmad bin Hanbal V. 3,
p. 48
109 Musnad Ad-Darqutni, see Li Muslah | p. 39
Amirul al-Muntazar

Momineen (a)
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S.No. | Book Author Pg.
110 Al-Musnad Al-Hasan bin Sufyan, see | V. 2,
Sunan Ibne Majah p- 519
111 Musnad Ad-Darqutni, see Li Muslah | p. 39
Fatima al-Muntazar
112 | Masharig Al-| Al-Adawi p. 114
Anwaar
113 Mishkat  al- | Tabrizi V. 2,
Masabih p. 122
114 Masabih  as- | Al-Baghawi V. 2,
Sunnah p. 193
115 Mazhar  as- | Shaykh Attar, see Kashful | p.59
Sifaat Astaar
116 Al,-Mojam Ibne Arabi, see Fath al-Bari V. 6,
p. 385
117 Al-Mojam al- | Tibrani, see Al-Bayan p- 63
Asghar
118 Al-Mojam al- | Tibrani, see Al-Bayan p- 99
Akbar
119 Al-Mojam al- | Tibrani, see Nurul Absaar p. 247
Awsat
120 Mojam al- | Al-Hamawi V. 6,
Buldan p. 175
121 Mojam al- | Kahala V. 21,
Moallifeen p. 134
122 Miftah Kunus | Muhammad Fawad p.- 484
Sunnah
123 Magqatil at- | Abul Faraj p- 55
Talibiyyin
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S.No. | Book Author Pg.
124 | Magqtal al- | Khwarizmi V. 1,
Husain p. 96
125 | Al-Mugaddima | Tbne Khaldun p. 357
126 | Al-Magsad al- | See Al-Majalis as-Sina V. 5,
Agsa p. 572
127 | Al-Makateeb Nagshbandi, see | p. 341
Muntakhabul Athar
128 | Al- Al-Maoodi, see Al-Burhan p.- 72
Mukashifaat
129 Al-Malahim Al-Manawi, see Li Muslah al- | p. 39
Muntazar
130 | Al-Managqib Al-Jahzami, see Muntakhabul | p. 337
Athar
131 Al-Managqib Al-Khwarizmi, see Ghayatul | p. 705
Maraam
132 Manaqib ash- | Al-Abri, see Fathul Bari V. 6,
Shafei p. 385
133 Managqib ash- | Al-Asnawi, see Al-Isha-a p- 170
Shafei
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Chapter Eight: Imam Mahdi (a) in view
of prominent Ahle Sunnat scholars

In this chapter, we present the statements of scholars of the
community and famous intellectuals. All of them have
unequivocally acknowledged the existence of Imam Mahdi (a)
and also confessed that he would be the Holy Imam (a) only,
who would fill up the world with justice and equity like it would
have been fraught with injustice and tyranny.

Like in the previous chapters, in this chapter also consensus
of Ahle Sunnat scholars is found and except for some, all have
testified to the existence of the Imam and that he is the same one
regarding whom the Holy Prophet (s) had given glad tidings that
he would reappear and would assume power and his power
would be established.

Here, we shall mention only about some of them:

1- In one report, Ibne Jauzi has mentioned that Prophet Isa
(a) would pray behind Imam Mahdi (a). If Prophet Isa (a) is
ahead in the capacity of Imam there would be a problem that he
was given precedence as he is the representative of the prophet
or has come with a new Shariat. That is why he would pray in
the capacity of a follower so that no scope remains for objection
and the doubt would be cleared.'

2- Ibne Kathir, while narrating that tradition in which it is
mentioned that black standards would arrive from the west, has
said that these are not the standards which Abu Muslim
Khorasani had moved forward with and had seized power from

! Irshaadus Sari, Vol. 5, Pg. 419.
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Bani Umayyah; on the contrary they are other black standards,
which would arrive with Imam Mahdi (a).

3- Abul Husain Aabari says that the excessive traditional
reports narrated from the Holy Prophet (s) regarding Imam
Mahdi (a) are widely narrated (Mutawatir) and reputable that he
would reappear and that he would be from Ahle Bayt and that
his rule would continue for seven years and that he would fill up
the earth with justice and that he would stage uprising with
Prophet Isa (a) and would cooperate with him in eliminating the
Dajjal at Ladd, the entrance to the land of Palestine. And only he
would lead the Ummah and Prophet Isa (a) would pray behind
him.'

4- Abul Tayyib bin Abi Ahmad Husaini Bukhari Qanauji
says that among the traditions regarding Imam Mahdi (a) some
are authentic, some good and some weak; but inspite of the
passage of centuries his matter is well known among all the
Muslims. And the reappearance of a person from Ahle Bayt of
the Prophet in the last period of time is inevitable and necessary,
who would support the religion and make justice apparent. All
the Muslims would follow him. Traditions are widely narrated
that say that he would gain power over the Islamic countries and
his name would be Mahdi. And that the advent of Dajjal, which
is from the conditions of Qiyamat and which is proved from
authentic books, would be after Imam Mahdi (a); and after him
Prophet Isa (a) would descend and slay Dajjal or would descend
with him and cooperate in the slaying of Dajjal. Prophet Isa (a)
would pray behind the lead of Imam Mahdi (a) and the traditions
of Dajjal and Isa also reach the limits of being widely narrated.”

5- Well known Gnostic, Shaykhul Islam Ahmad Jami says
in his Farsi verses that: “Mahdi is the leader and the chief of the
whole world.”

' Sawaiqul Mohriga, Pg. 99.
% Al-Idhaa Laha Kana wa Yakun Baina Yadi as-Saa-a, Pg. 53.
? Kashful Astaar, Pg. 45.
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6- Shahabuddin Ahmad bin Hajar Haithami said: Abul
Qasim Muhammad, who is the divine proof (Hujjah), was five
years old at the time of the passing away of his father. Almighty
Allah bestowed the kingdom to him at that very age and only he
is said to be the Qaim al-Hujjah.'

7- Abu Bakr Ahmad bin Husain bin Ali bin Abdullah bin
Musa Baihaqi, Shafei, Faqih, who is famous as Hafiz Kabeer,
said that people have differed regarding the issue of the Mahdi.
One group has stopped and left the knowledge to its knower and
they believe that he would be a descendant of Fatima, daughter
of the Messenger of Allah (s). Allah would make him take birth
whenever He wants and send him for the help of His religion.
And one group of people says that the birth of the promised
Mahdi took place on the 15" of Shaban, 255 A.H. and only he is
the Mahdi, who is having the titles of Hujjat, Al-Qaim and Al-
Muntazar. His name is Muhammad and he is the son of Hasan
Askari. He entered the cellar of Surr-man-raai (Samarrah) and he
is usually unrecognizable. He is waiting for his advent. He
would reappear in the near future and fill up the earth with
justice and equity like it would have been fraught with injustice
and tyranny. His longevity and passage of such a long time is not
an impossible matter, because Prophet Isa (a) and Prophet Khizr
(a) have received such a long life. And this is the belief of the
Shia and especially the Imamiyah; and a group of the Gnostics
has also supported their stance.”

8- Qadi Ahmad, who is famous by the name of Ibne
Khallikan, says that Abul Qasim Muhammad bin al-Hasan al-
Askari bin Ali al-Hadi bin Muhammad al-Jawaad, who was
mentioned previously, according to the belief of the Imamiyah,
is the twelfth of the twelve Imams, who is famous by the title of
Hujjah. He said that he was born on Friday, 15 Shaban, 255 A.H.
and he was five years old when his father (who was mentioned
before) passed away.

' Sawaiqul Mohriga, Pg. 124.
* Al-Burhan Alaa Wujood Sahibuz Zamaan, Pg. 79.
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And he said: Ibnul Azraq has said in Tarikh Miya Fargeen
that the Hujjah that we have mentioned was born on the 9"
Rabiul Awwal 258 A.-H.'

9- Sayyid Ahmad Zaini Dahlan, Mufti of Mecca says that
traditions recorded about Imam Mahdi (a) are in excess and
widely narrated (Mutawatir). Some of them are authentic, some
are good and some are weak, and their number is more; but due
to the excess of traditional reports, large number of reporters and
majority of those, who have quoted from them, some reports
strengthen others, till they grant certainty and conviction;
although it is definite that the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (a) is
inevitable and that he would be a descendant of Lady Fatima
Zahra (s) and he would fill up the earth with justice and equity.
Allamah Sayyid Muhammad bin Rasool Barzanji has mentioned
caution regarding this point at the end of his book of Al-Ashaa-a
that specifying the year and the time of his reappearance and
restricting it is not correct, because it is a matter of the unseen.
Its knowledge is only with Almighty Allah and no tradition is
narrated from Messenger of Allah (s) specifying the (exact) time
of reappearance.’

10- Shaykh Alauddin Ahmad bin Muhammad Samani has
mentioned in the discussion about Abdaal and Agqtaab that
Muhammad Mahdi bin Hasan al-Askari has reached the rank of
Qutub and when he went into concealment, he graduated
gradually each level from the circle of Abdaal to Sayyidul
Abdaal.’

11- Ismail Haqqi has said: when both Prophet Isa (a) and
the Mahdi gather, Prophet Isa (a) would have the Shariah and
Imamate and the Mahdi would have the sword and Caliphate;
Prophet Isa (a) is the seal of absolute Wilayat and Hazrat Mahdi
is the seal of the absolute Caliphate.”

' Al-Ayaan, Vol. 3, Pg. 316.

* Al-Futuhaat Islamiya, Vol. 2, Pg. 322.

? Simtun Nujoom al-Awali, Vol. 4, Pg. 138.
* Ruhul Bayaan, Vol. 8, Pg. 385.
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12- Qadi Bahlool Bahjat has said: Imam Abul Qasim
Muhammad al-Mahdi was born in 255 AH. on the 15" of
Shaban. The name of his mother was Umme Walad (slave girl)
Narjis Khatun. When he was five years old, his father passed
away. He had two occultations: the first is called Ghaibat Sughra
(lesser occultation) and second, Ghaibat Kubra (greater
occultation). The Imam is still living and shall reappear to fill
the earth with justice and equity like it would have been filled
with injustice and oppression.'

13- Imam Abu Ishaq Thalabi has mentioned under the
discussion of the people of the cave in his Tafsir that they
returned to their place of sleep and would continue to sleep till
the last period of time. When it would be the time of the advent
of Imam Mahdi (a), the Imam would salute them. So the
Almighty Allah would revive them for the sake of Imam Mahdi
(a). After that they would go back to sleep and would not wake
up till the Judgment Day.”

14- Ja’far bin Sayyar Shami has said that such would be the
support of Mahdi for the victimized people that he would even
confiscate what a tyrant has seized and concealed under his
molar teeth and restore it to the victim.”

15- Qadi Jawad Sabati has said that the text (Nass) that has
come down with the clear statement of the Messenger of Allah
(s) is that the Mahdi would not judge any case only after
listening and seeing the testimony, on the contrary he would also
examine the inner (concealed aspects) which was not seen from
any of the prophets or successors. And he said that there is
dispute among Muslims regarding Imam Mahdi (a). Our Ahle
Sunnat scholars have said that he is a descendant of Lady Fatima
Zahra (s), whose name would be Muhammad and the name of
his mother would be Amina. And the Imamiyah (Shia) say that
only he is Muhammad bin Hasan al-Askari (r). He was born in

! Tarikh Tabari Aale Muhammad (a), Pg. 270.
* Kashful Astar, Pg. 164.
? Al-Malahim wal Fitan, Pg. 54.
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255 A.H. from Lady Narjis Khatun, wife of Imam Hasan Askari
in Samarrah (sar-man-raa), during the reign of the Abbaside
ruler, Motamid. He remained concealed for a year. Then he
appeared. Then again disappeared and this is the major
occultation. After that when the Almighty Allah wills, he would
return and since his statement is close to textual declaration
(Nass) 1 have overlooked sectarian prejudice with the aim of
support and defense of the Muhammadan Ummah, and
mentiloned the claim of the Imamiyah to be in accordance to this
Nass.

16- Husain bin Moinuddin Mibdi has said that it is desired
from God, who is the bestower of blessings to enrich our eyes
with the treasure of the presence of Imam Mahdi and the rays of
the sun of his reality would fall on the wall and roofs of our
houses and this is not at all difficult for the Almighty Allah.”

17- Husain bin Hamadan Hazeeni has said in his book of
Al-Hidaya: the eleventh (Imam) Abu Muhammad Hasan bin Ali
passed away at the age of twenty-seven years on Friday, 8"
Rabiul Awwal, 260 A.H. His son, Mahdi (twelfth Imam), the
master of the age (Sahibuz Zamaan) was born at dawn on
Friday, 8" Shaban 255 A.H.’

18- Khairuddin Zarkali said: Muhammad bin Hasan Askari
al-Khalis bin Ali al-Hadi Abul Qasim is the last Imam of the
Imamiyah (Shia Ithna Ashariya). And according to them he
would become the Mahdi. His titles are the master of the age
(Sahibuz Zamaan), Awaited one (Muntazar), divine proof
(Hujjat) and the person of the cellar (Sahib Sardaab). He was
born iil Samarrah. He was aged five years when his father passed
away.

19- Qadi Shahabuddin bin Shikasuddin bin Umar al-Hindi,
who is famous as Malikul Ulama, in his book of Hidayatus

" Kashful Astaar, Pg. 53.

* Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 332.

? llzaamun Naasib, Vol. 1, Pg. 349.
* Al-Elaam, Vol. 6, Pg. 310.
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Saada, said: It is the opinion of Ahle Sunnat that the Caliphate
of the four Caliphs is proved through textual declaration (NVass).
It is the very belief of Hafiziya. The Holy Prophet (s) said: The
Caliphate after me would be for thirty years; and it ended with
Hazrat Ali. In the same way is the Caliphate of the twelve
Imams, the first of which is Hazrat Ali Karram Allahu Wajhu
and regarding his Caliphate it is mentioned in traditions that the
Caliphate shall continue for thirty years. Second Imam was Shah
Hasan (r). The Holy Prophet (s) said: This son of mine is a chief;
through him would peace be established among the Muslims.
The third Imam was Shah Husain (r). The Holy Prophet (s) said:
There would be nine Imams after Husain bin Ali, the last of
them being the Qaim (a).

Jabir bin Abdullah Ansari said that I went to meet Fatima,
daughter of the Messenger of Allah (s) and noticed some tablets
before her containing the names of the Imams who were going to
come from her progeny. I counted eleven names, the last of
whom was Qaim (a).'

20- Perfect Gnostic, Shaykh Salauddin Safadi has
mentioned in his book of Sharh Daira that the Mahdi is the
twelfth of the promised Imams; the first of them is Sayyidna Ali
and the last of them is Hazrat Mahdi (r). The Almighty Allah has
given us the opportunity to gain from him.’

21- Gnostic, tradition scholar and jurist, Abul Majd Abdul
Haqq Dehlavi Bukhari says in his treatise regarding the Managib
of the Holy Imams (a): The son of Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-
Askari is Muhammad (r), information about whom is with his
special companions and confidants. After that he has mentioned
the birth of Imam Mahdi (a).’

22- Shaykh Abdul Haqq has said in Lum-aat that the
traditions are widely narrated and they confirm each other that

" Al-Burhan Alaa Wujood Sahibuz Zamaan, Pg. 73.
* Yanabiul Mawaddah, Pg. 471.
? Al-Burhan Alaa Wujood Sahibuz Zamaan, Pg. 75.
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the Mahdi is from the Ahle Bayt and the descendants of Lady
Fatima Zahra (s)."

23- Izzuddin Abu Haamid Abdul Hameed bin Hibtuddin al-
Madaini, who is famous by the name of Ibne Abil Hadid
explains the statement of Ali Amirul Momineen (a) regarding
Imam Mahdi (a) saying: Amirul Momineen (a) has mentioned
Mahdi of Aale Muhammad (a) and he is the same whom Amirul
Momineen (a) has implied in his following statement: Whoever
lives till that time would walk with a lighted lamp in the
darkness of mischief and he is the same Mahdi.

24- Gnostic, Abdur Rahman has mentioned in Miraatul
Israar that regarding his mention, who is the sun of the religion
and community and who is the guide and the leader for the
whole Ummabh; that one is established on the purified and clean
Ahmadi position, he is the rightful Imam. His name is Abul
Qasim Muhammad bin Hasan al-Mahdi (r) and he is the twelfth
Imam from Ahle Bayt. His mother was Umme Walad (slave
girl), whose name was Narjis. His birth took place on the 15" of
Shaban, 255 A.H. And according to the report of Shawahidun
Nubuwwah, he was born on 23 Ramadhan 285 A.H. in Sar-man-
rai (Samarrah); and he is the twelfth Imam and he is having
same name and agnomen as refuge of the Shariah, the Holy
Prophet (s). His blessed titles are: Mahdi, Al-Hujjat, Al-Qaim,
Al-Muntazar, Saahibuz Zamaan and Khatimul Ithna Ashar. At
the time of the passing away of his respected father, Imam
Hasan Askari (a), his age was five years and he assumed the
position of Imamate like Allah, the mighty and sublime had
granted wisdom and miracles to Yahya bin Zakariya in his
childhood. Prophet Isa (a) had also scaled the lofty rank of
prophethood during his infancy. In this way the Almighty Allah
appointed him the Imam at a young age. The number of
extraordinary miracles shown by him are many, to mention
which is not possible in this book. And he said: The author of

" Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 3; on the margins of Sahih Tirmidhi, Vol. 2,
Pg. 46.
* Sharh Nahjul Balagha, Vol. 2, Pg. 346.
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Magsadul Agsa has mentioned that the Caliph of Hazrat Shaykh
Saaduddin Hamawi Najmuddin has explained many points in
connection with Imam Mahdi (a) and it is not possible to bring
statements and discretions like it. And said that when the Mahdi
would reappear, he would make the absolute Wilayat apparent
and it would not remain concealed. He would remove the
controversies between schools and completely eradicate negative
morals as his praiseworthy morals and manners are mentioned in
the prophetic traditions.

He would completely reappear in the last period of time and
clean up the four corners of the world from injustice and
tyranny. Only one religion would remain dominant. It can be
said in brief that Dajjal, a doer of evil acts is present and he
would appear and he is concealed so far and is alive and in the
same way Prophet Isa (a) is present and is in concealment. So
what is the problem if the son of the Messenger of Allah (s)
remains in concealment and would appear in accordance to
divine will like Prophet Isa (a) and Dajjal? This issue is proved
through the statements of senior companions and Ahle Bayt of
Prophet. So to deny this is nothing, but extreme prejudice; and
there is nothing, but loss in denying it.'

25- Abdur Rauf Manawi has interpreted and explained the
traditions of Prophet: ‘From among is one, behind whom Isa
would pray’ as follows: From us means from us Ahle Bayt; is
that person behind whom Prophet Isa Ruhullah (a) would pray in
the last period of time when Dajjal would appear and Isa (a)
would descend from the heavens; at that time Isa (a) would pray
behind Imam Mahdi (a), because he would descend at the time
of the dawn prayer in the East of Damascus on the white
minaret. Imam Mahdi (a) would realize that Isa (a) intends to
pray, so he would step back to enable Isa (a) to move forward,
but Isa (a) would urge Imam Mahdi (a) to go ahead and lead the

' Al-Majalis as-Sunniya, 5/585; Al-Burhan Alaa Wujood Sahibuz
Zamaan, Pg. 71.
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prayer and he would pray behind him. How great would be the
nobility and greatness of this Ummah due to this!"

26- Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Muhammad bin
Kashshab has mentioned in his book of Tawareekh Mawaleedul
Aaimma wa wafiyathum: He has two names: Al-Khalaf and
Muhammad. He would appear in the last period of time. A cloud
would be shading him from the sun. The cloud would
accompany him wherever he goes and would announce in a very
clear voice:

“He is that same Mahdi.”?

27- Perfect and excellent, Shaykh Abdullah bin Muhammad
Matiri Shafei says in his book of Ar-Riyaz Zahira fee Fazl Aale
Baytun Nabi wa Itratut Taahira: The twelfth is his son,
Muhammad al-Qaim al-Mahdi (r) and the text of his
appointment has come from Prophet Muhammad (s), his noble
grandfather, Hazrat Ali (a) and his remaining ancestors, who are
themselves owners of nobility and ranks. He is the Mahdi, owner
of the sword, the awaited Qaim as is mentioned in authentic
traditions. He would have two occultations before his advent.’

28- The historian, Abdul Malik al-Isaami has said that he is
Imam Muhammad Mahdi bin Imam Hasan Askari bin Ali an-
Naqi bin Muhammad Jawad bin Ali Reza bin Musa Kazim bin
Ja’far Sadiq bin Muhammad Baqir bin Ali Zainul Aabideen bin
Husain bin Ali bin Ali Ibne Abi Talib (r) was born on Friday, 15
Shaban, 255 A.H. and it is said that he was born in 256 A.H. and
this is correct. His mother was Umme Walad (slave girl), whose
name was Saiqal or Susan or Narjis and his agnomen is Abul
Qasim and his titles are: Al-Hujjah, Al-Khalaf, Al-Salih, Al-
Qaim, Al-Muntazar, Sahibuz Zamaan and Mahdi. Mahdi is his
most famous epithet. His appearance is as follows: Medium
height, youthful, handsome face and hair, raised nose, broad

' Faizul Qadeer, Vol. 6, Pg. 17.
2 Al-Majalisus Sunnah, Vol. 5, Pg. 586.
* Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 336.
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forehead. He was aged five years when his respected father
passed away.'

29- My lord, Abdul Wahhab Sherani has said: Mahdi is the
son of Imam Hasan Askari (a) and he was born on the 15" of
Shaban, 255 A.H. and he is alive till he joins with Prophet Isa

(a).?

30- Sayyid Jamaluddin Ataullah says in Rauzatul Ahbaab
regarding the twelfth Imam, Imam Muhammad bin Hasan (a)
that this blessed personality, who is a pristine pearl of the shell
of Wilayat and is the clear gem of the mine of guidance, was
born on the 15" of Shaban, 255 A.H. in Samarrah and according
to one view, on 23" Ramadhan al-Mubarak 258 A.H. The
respected mother of this lofty person was Saiqal or Susan; and it
is said that she was named Narjis. According to one view she
was named Hakima. He is an Imam commanding respect whose
name and agnomen, both are same as those of the Holy Prophet
(upon whom be millions of blessing and salutations). His titles
are: Mahdi Muntazar, Khalaf Salih and Sahibuz Zaman. He was
five years old at the time of the passing away of his respected
father, and according to another version he was just two years
old and the Almighty Allah bestowed him wisdom and miracles
in the childhood like in case of Prophet Yahya bin Zakariya (a)
and appointed him on the lofty rank of Imamate. He entered the
cellar in 265 or 266 A.H. during the reign of Caliph Motamid the
Abbaside. After that Sayyid Jamaluddin ended his discourse on
those couplets in which he addressed Imam Mahdi (a) and has
expressed desire for his reappearance.’

31- Maulavi Ali Akbar bin Asadullah al-Maududi, who is
from the Indian scholars of the last period, says in his book of
Al-Mukashifaat: The command of Imam Mahdi (a) is present
and he is the Imam after his father and this series reaches up to

! Simtun Nujoom al-Awali, Vol. 4, Pg. 138.

* Al-Yuwageet wal Jawahir, Vol. 2, Pg. 143,

? Al-Majalis as-Sunniya, Vol. 5, Pg. 758; Al-Burhan Alaa Wujood
Sahibuz Zamaan, Pg. 64.
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Ali Ibne Abi Talib (Karram Allahu Wajho) and it proves correct
the levels of existence of those personalities like his holy
grandfather, Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a) possessed mystical rank, in
the same way, it end at the personality of Imam Mahdi (a) and
not before that.'

32- Allamah Ali bin Burhanuddin Halabi Shafei says
regarding the descent of Prophet Isa (a) that when Hazrat Isa (a)
descends from the heavens at the time of the dawn prayer, he
would pray behind the Mahdi, while the Mahdi would say: O
Ruhullah, please step forward and lead the prayer. But Ruhullah
would reply: No, you come forward as it is established for you.
And it is mentioned in one traditional report that when the prayer
commences, the Mahdi would step back to let Isa (a) lead, but
the latter would place his hand on the shoulders of Mahdi and
say: Mahdi, you move ahead. After that prayer he would take the
weapons and set out in pursuit of Dajjal and slay him near the
eastern gate of Ladd. And he said that it has come in traditions
that the Mahdi would rise up with Prophet Isa (a) and help him
in slaying Dajjal and it is also mentioned that the Mahdi is from
the progeny of the Holy Prophet (s) and is a descendant of
Fatima. And he said: I have included the life account of Imam
Mahdi Muntazar in a separate writing, which is a whole book.
The author has entitled it: Al-Fawasim Anil Fitan al-Qawasim.*

33- The tradition scholar, Ali Muttaqi bin Hisamuddin, in
his book of Mirgaat, which is a gloss on Mishkaat, has
mentioned the traditions regarding the Holy Imams (a) and says:
The first of them is Ali, and after him, Hasan and Husain; then
Zainul Aabideen, Muhammad Bagqir, Ja’far Sadiq, Musa Kazim,
Ali Reza, Muhammad Taqi, Ali Naqi, Hasan Askari and after
him, 1\3/[uhammad Mahdi (May Allah be pleased with all of
them).

" Al-Burhan Alaa Wujood Sahibuz Zamaan, Pg. 72.
* As-Seeratul Halabiyya, Vol. 1, Pg. 226-227.
? Kashful Astaar, Pg. 40.
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34- Shaykh Allamah Ali bin Muhammad bin Ahmad
Maliki, who is famous as Ibne Sabbagh, says that the twelfth
chapter is regarding Abul Qasim Muhammad Hujjat, Khalaf
Salih Ibne Abi Muhammad al-Hasan al-Khalis and that he is the
twelfth Imam; date of his birth, proofs of his Imamate, some
aspects of his life, his occultation, duration of his kingdom, his
agnomen and lineage etc whatever is related to that. After that he
mentioned in a separate chapter the statements issued by Imam
Mahdi (a) and regarding that he has mentioned many traditions.'

35- Qurtubi has mentioned in the book of Tadhkirah that
only four Kings have passed in the whole world from whom two
were believers and two disbelievers. The believer kings were
Sulaiman bin Dawood (a) and Zulgarnain; and the disbeliever
kings were Namrud and Bakhtenassar. Very soon a fifth ruler
would gain power over the world and he is Hazrat Mahdi (atfs).”

36- Shaykh Allamah Majduddin Abul Sadaat Mubarak bin
Muhammad Jazari, who is famous as Ibne Athir, says: Due to
the fact that he is one, who is guided by Allah, the Imam is
named as the Mahdi, regarding whom the Messenger of Allah (s)
had %iven glad tidings that he would appear in the last period of
time.

37- Abul Fazl Shahabuddin Sayyid Mahmud Aalalusi
Baghdadi said regarding the descent of Isa (a): It is famous that
Isa (a) would ask him to step forward and pray behind him. And
say: This prayer is established only for you; and it is said that
Prophet Isa (a) would step forward and lead the people in prayer,
but the majority has consensus that in this prayer, Prophet Isa (a)
would follow the lead of Mahdi (a) so that people may know that
his Shariat is abrogated and that he has not come to abrogate this
Shariat.*

' Al-Fusool al-Muhimma, Pg. 273.
% llzaamun Naasib, Vol. 2, Pg. 305.
? Al-Nihaya, Vol. 4, Pg. 249.

* Ruhul Maani, Vol. 25, Pg. 96.
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38- Mahmud bin Wahab Qaraghuli Baghdadi Hanafi says:
Majlis no. 30: Regarding the excellence of Muhammad Mahdi
(a): He is Muhammad bin al-Hasan al-Khalis bin Ali al-Hadi bin
Muhammad al-Jawad bin Ali ar-Reza bin Musa Kazim bin Ja’far
Sadiq bin Muhammad Bagqir bin Ali Zainul Aabideen bin al-
Husain bin Ali Ibne Abi Talib (r). His mother was Umme Walad
(slave girl) called Narjis and according to one view her name
was Saiqal or some other name. His agnomen is Abul Qasim and
his titles are al-Mahdi al-Qaim, al-Muntazar, Sahibuz Zaman
and Hujjat in the view of the Imamiyah. His appearance is that
he is an elegant youth of medium height and elegant bearing. He
is the last of the twelve Imams. According to the Imamiyah that
Mahdi was born in Sar-man-rai (Samarrah) in 255 A.H."

39- Shaykh Muhyuddin Ibne Arabi says in Futuhaat
Makkiya: Know that the advent of the Mahdi is imminent, but he
would not stage an uprising till the earth is not full of injustice
and tyranny so that he may fill it with justice and equity. He is
from the progeny of the Holy Prophet (s) and is a descendant of
Lady Fatima Zahra (s). His grandfather is Imam Husain Ibne Ali
Ibne Abi Talib and his father is Imam Hasan Askari Ibne Imam
Ali Naqi Ibne Imam Muhammad Taqi Ibne Imam Ali Reza Ibne
Imam Musa Kazim Ibne Imam Ja’far Sadiq Ibne Imam
Muhammad Baqir Ibne Imam Zainul Aabideen Ibne Imam
Husain Ibne Imam Ali Ibne Abi Talib (r). His name is same as
the name of the Messenger of Allah (s). Muslims would pay
allegiance to him between Rukn and Magaam. He would be like
the Prophet in appearance and manners and the conduct of the
Prophet would be present in him. No one has been able to be like
the Prophet in manners. The natives of Kufa would be most
fortunate in his view. He would distribute wealth equitably and
establish justice among the masses. Prophet Khizr would walk in
front of him. He would rule for five, seven or nine years. He
would tread in the footsteps of the Messenger of Allah (s) and
would not forget that path. An angel, he would not be able to
see, would assist him in treading the straight path. He would

" Jauhar al-Kalaam, Pg. 157.
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conquer Rumia through the call of Allaahu Akbar (Takbir) along
with seventy thousand Muslims. They would suffer a terrible
carnage, which the Almighty Allah would have prepared in Marj
Akka. Through this would the Almighty Allah bring out Islam
from humiliation into honor and after death, he would revive it
once more. He would annul the Jizya and invite from the side of
Almighty Allah with the sword; and slay whoever refuses;
whoever disputes would remain isolated. He would keep
testimony aside and issue judgments based on pure religion. And
in most of the laws he would oppose the view of scholars. Due
to this those people would keep away from the Mahdi, while
knowing that Almighty Allah does not speak to any Mujtahid
after their Imams. Then he said: Know that when the Mahdi
stages the uprising, all the Muslims, whether elites or common
folk, would be pleased with him. And there would be some
individuals or creatures with him, who would make his call
established and help him; and they are his ministers, who would
lighten for him the burden of rulership and administration and
would help them in removing from their necks the iron collar
that Almighty Allah has put. Prophet Isa (a) would descend on
him at the white minaret which is at the east of Damascus and he
would be leaning on two angels, one on each side. There would
a gathering of people and it would be the time of Asr Prayer.
Imam Mahdi (a) would move aside and Prophet Isa (a) would
pray with the people. He would perform the Imamate of people
in accordance to the Sunnah of our master, His Eminence
Muhammad (s). He would break the cross and slay the pig, and
Almighty Allah would bring the Mahdi to him, pure and
purifying. During his period, the Sufyani would be killed near
the tree of green valley (Gauta) and he would sink into the desert
along with his army. Whoever had joined this army under
compulsion and against his will would be raised according to his
intention.

He says in another point in his book of Futuhaat that the
Almighty Allah has selected a group to make them vicegerents
of the Mahdi, whom Allah has hidden in the position of His
concealment and informed of the realities through mystic
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experience (Kashf) and intuition (Shahood) and has also
informed them about Allah’s command for the people. Mahdi
does not do anything without their advice and those people are in
the footsteps of those companions who fulfilled the covenant
they had made with their Lord and they are Persians, none of
them being Arabs. But they speak in Arabic and they have a
protector, who is not like them and he has never disobeyed. He
is from the special ministers; and the number of ministers is not
more than nine and not less than five. That is why the Messenger
of Allah (s) has mentioned doubt in the duration of his rule that
whether his rule would be for nine years. Due to this doubt that
has occurred regarding the ministers: that every minister would
remain with him for a year if they would be five ministers the
rule of Imam Mahdi (a) would be for five years and if there are
nine ministers Imam (a) would live for nine years and the
conditions of every year would be different. And every minister
would be having a specific knowledge. All of them would be
slain, except for one in Marj Akka upon this divine invitation
whom the Almighty Allah had made the dinner table for the
birds, beasts and insects and worms. And the last surviving
person is the same whom the Almighty Allah has mentioned as
exception in His statement:

PV (@ Gy el (B Ge Gaad ypall B i
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“And the trumpet shall be blown, so all those that are in
the heavens and all those that are in the earth shall swoon,
except such as Allah please...” (Surah Zumar 39:68)

Shaykh Muhyuddin says that I doubted regarding Mahdi’s
duration of stay that for how long he would stay in the world as
Imam, because I did not seek the investigation of this matter
from Almighty Allah due to respect and reverence. When I
accorded this respect to Almighty Allah, He appointed a divine
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person, who came and informed me about the number of those
ministers and said that they would be nine; therefore the Mahdi
would definitely remain for nine years. Then he has prolonged
this discourse and mentioned at another point in Futuhaat:

He would issue judgments regarding the Shariah through
that divine inspiration, which the angel would bring to him. Its
detail is that the beginning of revelation on Muhammad was
with divine inspiration as is hinted at in traditions. So we came
to know that he is one, who follows and he is not the one to
create heresies; and he is infallible in his issuance of command.
So it is learnt that Almighty Allah has bestowed to him the
presence of angel who inspires him directly and it is unlawful for
him to resort to analogy; on the contrary Allah has deemed
analogy unlawful for all divine folks, because they can see the
Messenger of Allah (s). So if they have doubt regarding the
veracity or command of any tradition they refer to the Holy
Prophet (s) and he informs them about that point in the condition
of wakefulness and one, who has this audience with the Prophet,
does not have to follow anyone else.'

40- Shaykh Muhammad Amin Baghdadi Suwaidi says that
the issue on which scholars have consensus is that only Mahdi is
that Qaim, who would appear in the last period of time and
would fill up the earth with justice and equity. There are
numerous traditional reports regarding, but this is not an
occasion to mention them, because this book cannot absorb them
in itself.”

41- Shaykhul Islam Abul Maali Muhammad Sirajuddin
Rufai in his book of Sihahul Akhbaar fee Nasabus Saadatul
Fatimatul Akhyaar says in the biography of Imam Abul Hasan
al-Hadi (a): Imam Ali al-Hadi is the son of Imam Muhammad al-
Jawad (a) and his title is Naqi; he is the Alimum Fagih
(knowledgeable jurist), al-Amirud Dalil (chief of argument), al-
Askari (one of the cantonment) and an-Najib. He was born in

! Isaafur Raghibeen, Nurul Absaar, on the margins on pg. 145.
* Sabaikudh Dhahab, Pg. 78.
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holy Medina in the year 212 A H. and was martyred through
poison during the Caliphate of Motaz Abbaside on Monday, 3
Rajab 245 A.H. He left five children: Imam Hasan Askari (a),
Husain, Muhammad, Ja’far and Ayesha. The son of Imam Hasan
Askari (a) is the person of the cellar the Hujjat al-Muntazar
Waliullah Imam Mahdi (a)."

42- Maulavi Muhammad Hasan Sambhali has said that all
have consensus regarding the existence of the true Caliph, Imam
Mahdi (a). It is proved through widely narrated traditions that it
is the conclusion of Ahmad and other five tradition scholars:
Hakim Nasr bin Hammad, Abu Nuaim, Ruyani, Tibrani, Ibne
Habban etc from a group of companions and many channels.?

43- Allamah Abul Walid Muhammad bin Shahna said: A
son was born to that Hasan, who was the awaited one. He is their
twelfth. He is called as Mahdi, Qaim, Hujjat and Muhammad.
He was born in 255 A.H.}

44- Allamah Zamana Ustad Shaykh Muhammad Sabban
said that it is mentioned in one traditional report that Mahdi is
superior to Abu Bakr and Umar; on the contrary he is having
excellence even on some prophets. It is mentioned in Urful
Wurdi fee Akhbaarul Mahdi that the interpretation of this
tradition is like interpretation of: After you would come a period
of patience; so in this period whoever remains attached would
get reward equal to a martyr. Its conclusion is that due to
excellence at the time of severity of mischief one is more patient
and is bearing more calamities at the time of the unity of Rome
against him and due to the siege of Dajjal and not due to the fact
that he earned more reward and that he was bestowed a lofty
rank before the Almighty Allah.

45- Shaykh Allamah Muhammad Talha Shafei said:

' Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 337.

* Nazmul Faraid fee Hashiya Sharh Aqaid Nasafiya, Pg. 231.

* Rauzatul Manazir fee Hamishul Kalaam li Ibne Athir, Vol. 11, Pg.
180.
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He became fully satiated by the sides of the factors of
prophethood and fed with the most milk of prophethood from
among the relatives arriving after that and filled his vessel to the
brim before the bucket of contemporaries and gained precedence
over all in attributes of nobility and adopted it completely.
Therefore, he regarded necessary good fortune of nobility at the
time of making apparent the nobility of lineage and exceeded all
and chose the fruit of guidance from its source and causes; so he
is the descendant of the chaste and pure Batool and there is no
doubt in her being a part of the Prophet. Prophethood is his
origin and that he is from the most noble family and elements.'

46- Shamsuddin Muhammad bin Tulun said: The twelfth of
them is his son, whose name is Muhammad bin al-Hasan and he
is Abul Qasim Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin Ali al-Hadi bin
Muhammad al-Jawad bin Ali ar-Reza bin Musa al-Kazim bin
Ja’far as-Sadiq bin Muhammad al-Baqir bin Zainul Aabideen
bin al-Husain bin Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a).2

47- Muhammad bin Abdur Rahman bin Abi Laila said: By
God, Mahdi would not be, but a descendant of Imam Husain

(a).”

48- Shaykh Arif Muhammad, famous as Shaykh Attar, has
said in his book of Mazhar as-Sifaat: Thousands of divine saints
on the face of the earth are wishing for the reappearance of the
Mahdi; O our Lord, bring out our Mahdi out of occultation so
that the world of justice becomes clear.

Hundreds and thousands of saints on the face of the earth
Are praying to Allah for certainty of Mahdi
O my Lord bring out the Mahdi from occultation

So that the world of justice becomes clear.

! Matalibus So-ool, Vol. 2, Pg. 79.
* Al-Aaimmatul Ithna Ashar, Pg. 117.
? Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 201.
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Our Mahdi, who is the guide and the crown of the pious, is
the best creation of the dome of the saints. O that being, who is
specialized for Wilayat and whose effulgence is imprinted on the
hearts and souls; O that being in this period is the last of the
saints and who is concealed from every aspect like the souls
remain concealed.

O one, who is concealed and apparent; your slave Attar is
coming into your presence.’

49- Muhammad Ali Shaukani has said in his At-Tauzeeh fee
Tawatur Maa Jaa fil Muntazar wad Dajjal wal Masih: 129
traditions have been recorded regarding the descent of Hazrat Isa
(a). Then he has mentioned those traditions and said: And all the
traditions that we have received reach to the limits of widely
narrated and this is not concealed from one, who is having
knowledge, excellence and awareness. This proves that the
traditions regarding the awaited Mahdi are widely narrated and
only this is sufficient for whoever is having an iota of faith and
little bit of justice and God is Almighty and all-knowing.

50- Hafiz Muhammad bin Mahmud Bukhari, who is famous
as Khwaja Parsa, writes in his Faslul Khitab: When Abu
Abdullah Ja’far bin Abul Hasan al-Hadi (r) thought that Abu
Muhammad Hasan al-Askari (r) does not have any child and
claimed that his brother, Hasan Askari (a) has entrusted the
position of Imamate to him, he became known as the Liar
(Kazzaab) and he is known by this very appellation. And
Muhammad is the name of the son of Abu Muhammad Hasan
Askari, which is in the knowledge of his special companions and
his trustworthy relatives are aware of this. After that Khwaja
Parsa has narrated the report of the birth of Imam Mahdi (a)
from Hakima Khatun binte Imam Jawad (a) and has described
the signs of the Imam. After that he said that there are
innumerable traditional reports regarding this point and the
merits of Mahdi, master of the age, who is concealed from

" Kashful Astaar, Pg. 59.
* Muntakhabul Athar, Pg. 5.

81



general view, and who is present in every age, are too many.
Traditions inform about his reappearance that he would arrive
and revive the Muhammadan Shariah and perform Jihad in the
path of God as would be the right of Jihad and he would purge
the four corners of the world from evil and immorality. His time
would be the time of the pious. And his companions would be
immune from doubt and misgivings and would be secure from
defects; and they would have adopted his guidance and conduct
and they would have obtained guidance from truth to reality.
Caliphate and Imamate would end on Imam Mahdi (a) and only
he would be the Imam from the time his respected father passed
away till Qiyamat. Prophet Isa (a) would pray behind him and
would certify his claim and he would call people to the beliefs
followed by Imam Mahdi (a) and the Holy Prophet (s) is the
owner of the community.'

51- Sayyid Muhammad Murtaza Husaini Wasti Hanafi has
said that Imam Mahdi (a) is one, whom the Almighty Allah has
guided to the truth and this name is one of his most used names
and that is why he is named as Mahdi, regarding whom glad
tidings are given that he would appear in the last period of time;
may God include us among his helpers.

52- Allamah Abul Fazl Jamaluddin Muhammad bin
Mukarram, who is known as Ibne Manzoom, says: Mahdi is one,
whom the Almighty Allah has guided to the truth and Mahdi is
one of his names, which is predominant over all the names and
that is why he is known as the Mahdi, regarding whom the Holy
Prophet (s) has given glad tidings that he would appear in the
last period of time.’

53- Shaykh Shamsuddin Muhammad bin Yusuf Zarandi has
said in Merajal Wasul Illaa Marifat Fazilat Aali Rasool: The
twelfth Imam is the owner of well known nobilities, whose

' Al-Majalis as-Sunniya, Vol. 5, Pg. 57, Al-Burhan Alaa Wujood
Sahibuz Zamaan, Pg. 67.

* Taajul Uroos, Vol. 10, Pg. 408.

* Lisanul Arab, 20/229.
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status and rank is great due to his knowledge and following of
truth and his signs are established with the truth; he is the caller
to the path of truth; he is Imam Abul Qasim Muhammad bin al-
Hasan.

After that he has mentioned the date of birth of His
Eminence Mahdi (a).'

54 Allamah Faqgih al-Harmain Abu Abdullah Muhammad
bin Yusuf Qarshi Kanji Shafei says that chapter 25 is regarding
the fact that Imam Mahdi (a) is alive and present since the time
of his occultation and his existence is not impossible. He still
survives like Prophet Isa (a) and Hazrat Khizr, who are from the
devotees of Allah and who are alive. And the survival of the
enemies of God, like Dajjal and Iblees is proved through Quran
and Sunnah and all have consensus on this point.

In spite of that they deny the existence of the Mahdi and
now I am explaining the existence of each of them. Therefore
after that no sane person would have any justification to deny the
existence of the Mahdi. After that he begins to explain this topic
in full detail.

55- Abu Ja’far Mansur, the Abbaside Caliph said to Saif
Ibne Umair: O Saif bin Umaira it would definitely happen that a
caller would call out from the heavens the name of a person
from the progeny of Abu Talib. Saif asked: O chief of believers,
may I be sacrificed on you, do you narrate this?

Mansur said: Yes, by the one, in whose hands my life is, my
ears heard this. Saif said: I said to Mansur: O chief of believers, I
never heard this tradition before. Mansur said: O Saif, it is
definite; when that happens, I would be the first to harken (say
labbaik) to that call. The call would be for a person from the
descendants of our uncle. Saif said: I asked: That individual,
who is a descendant of Lady Fatima (s)? Yes, replied Mansur, O
Saif, I would not have accepted even if all the people of the

Y Hzaamun Naasib, Vol. 1, Pg. 339.
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world had said so if Abu Ja’far Muhammad bin Ali had not
informed me about it.'

56- Shaykh Mansur Ali Nasif said: It is well known among
the scholars of the previous age and the present time that in the
last period of time the advent of a person from Ahle Bayt is
inevitable, whose name would be Mahdi and who would get
power over the Islamic countries. Muslims would follow him
and he would establish justice and equity among them and assist
the religion. After that Dajjal would appear and Prophet Isa (a)
would descend from the heavens and slay him or would
cooperate with the Mahdi in slaying him. A select group of
companions have narrated regarding Mahdi and great tradition
scholars have compiled those traditions; like Abu Dawood,
Tirmidhi, Ibne Majah, Tibrani, Abi Yaala, Bazzaz, Imam Ahmad
bin Hanbal and Hakim (r). Whoever has deemed all the
traditions of Mahdi to be weak is in error; like Ibne Khaldun etc.
and the report that ‘there is no Mahdi, except Isa bin Maryam,’
is a weak report as Baihaqi and Hakim and other tradition
scholars have stated.

57- Prominent scholar, Momin Shablanji has said: One
chapter comprising the excellence of Muhammad bin Hasan
Khalis bin Ali al-Hadi bin Muhammad al-Jawad bin Ali ar-Reza
bin Musa al-Kazim bin Ja’far Sadiq bin Muhammad Bagqir bin
Ali Zainul Aabideen bin al-Husain bin Ali Ibne Abi Talib (r) and
the traditions that are recorded from the Messenger of Allah (s)
regarding him.’

58- Harun Rashid, the Abbaside Caliph said when Mahdi
and his justice were mentioned in his gathering: I think that by
the Mahdi you imply my father. My father narrated to me from
his ancestors from Ibne Abbas from Abbas bin Abdul Muttalib
that the Holy Prophet (s) said to him: Uncle, 12 Caliphs would
rule from my descendants; after that untoward circumstances

" Al-Irshaad, Pg. 385; Al-Bihar, Vol. 13, Pg. 181.
* As mentioned in Ghayatul Mawal, 5/362.
? Nurul Absaar, Pg. 154.
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would occur and severe hardships would happen. After that
would be the appearance of the Mahdi from my descendants.
Almighty Allah would improve his circumstances overnight. He
would fill up the earth with justice like it would have been filled
with injustice. He would stay in the world as long as Allah wants
then would Dajjal arrive.'

59- Allamah Shahabuddin Rabe Abdullah Yaqut bin
Abdullah al-Hamawi said: Among them is Ali bin Muhammad
bin Ali bin Musa bin Ja’far bin Muhammad bin Husain bin Ali
Ibne Abi Talib (r). His agnomen is Abul Hasan al-Hadi. He was
born in Medina Munawwara and after that was moved to
Samarrah. The name of his son is Hasan bin Ali. He was also
born in Medina Munawwara and he was also taken to Samarrah.
That is why these two were named as Askariain. Ali passed
away in Rajab 254 A.H. and he remained in Samarrah for 20
years. As far as Hasan is concerned, he passed away in 260 A.H.
in Samarrah and both were buried in Samarrah only. A
mausoleum is very famous over there and the visitation place of
his son, al-Muntazar is well known.?

60- Allamah Shamsuddin Yusuf bin Qazaghili Hanafi Sibte
Ibne Jauzi said: He is Muhammad bin al-Hasan bin Ali bin
Muhammad bin Ali bin Musa bin Ja’far bin Muhammad bin Ali
bin al-Husain bin Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a) and his agnomen is Abu
Abdullah and Abul Qasim and he is Khalaful Hujja, Sahibuz
Zamaan, Qaim al-Muntazar and one, who would come
afterwards and in the end.’

" Ghayatul Maraam, Pg. 704,
2 Mojamul Buldan, Vol. 6, Pg. 175.
? Tadkiratul Khwaas, Pg. 204.
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Chapter Nine (essence of this book):
Imam Mahdi al-Muntazar al-Qaim in
Ahle Sunnat books

[Ahle Sunnat sources that mention the birth and the
longevity of Imam Mahdi (a)]
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English Translation

In the name of Allah, the Beneficent and the Merciful

May the Almighty Allah guide you to the right path.
Remember that a tradition is narrated from the Messenger of
Allah (s) through the widely narrated chains of both the Ahle
Sunnat as well as the Imamiyah, whose gist is that in the last
period of time a person would appear from the Prophet’s
descendants, who would be called as the Mahdi; he would fill up
the earth with justice and equity like it would have been filled
with injustice and corruption.

There is consensus of the five schools of Islam on the above
points. The point that he would be a descendant of Abbas and
would be an Alawite, who is non-Fatimi, is a rare view and its
invalidity would be explained on its proper occasion. Now,
apparently it seems that the authors of such kinds of statements
do not exist in the world anymore.

Yes, there is difference of opinion between the Ahle Sunnat
and Imamiyah in two issues:

First: Whether he would be a descendant of Imam Hasan
(Hasani) or a descendant of Imam Husain (Husaini).

The majority of Ahle Sunnat wal Jama-at holds that Imam
Mahdi would be a descendant of Imam Hasan (Hasani); whereas
all Imamiyah regard him to be a descendant of Imam Husain
(Husaini). There is no need to write anything more on this point.
Hafiz Ganji Shafei, in his book of Al-Bayan, has mentioned this
discussion in detail. Those who wish know the details may refer
to 1t.
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Second: Whether Imam Mahdi has already taken birth and
then disappeared; and that he would reappear once again when
Almighty Allah intends and establish the divine law or Imam
Mahdi is not yet born, and that he would be born in future, and
then he would appear and he would fill up the earth with justice
and equity.

All the Imamiyah believe in the first view and they have
also specified the personality of Imam Mahdi and that he is:
Hujjat Ibne Hasan bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali bin Musa bin
Ja’far bin Muhammad bin Ali bin Husain bin Ali Ibne Abi Talib
(a). He is that same Imam Mahdi (a) whose advent has been
promised. He was born; then he went into occultation by the
order of Allah. For a period of time communications continued
between him and his some deputies. Then he went into the major
occultation. Now he would only appear when it would be the
time of his reappearance; and he would purify the east and the
west of the earth from the impurities of infidels and apostates.
The Imamiyah have concluded these points from the traditions
of his maternal grandfather, Prophet Muhammad (s) and from
the statements of their ancestors, which are evident proofs in
their sect. Especially those events are mentioned, which are
relevant to this incident. Only the claim of the Imamiyah is true
and the miracles also support this.

A large group of the scholars of the four schools of
jurisprudence have also supported the Imamiyah view. On the
contrary, they have quoted texts regarding this and clarified the
doubt raised in this regard. Here below we explain the scholarly
rank of the scholars and their statements.

1)

Abu Saalim Kamaaluddin Muhammad bin Talha bin
Muhammad bin Hasan Qarashi Nasibi, regarding whom
Taqgiuddin Abu Bakr Ahmad bin Qadi Shahba, alias Ibne Jama-a
Damishqi Asadi has clarified in Tabaqgaat Fugaha ash-Shafiya
that he was from the chiefs and leaders, who command respect.
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He was born in 852 A.H. He gained insight in religion,
partnered in the Islamic sciences; he had great command in
sectarian, fundamental and jurisprudential differences. He used
to receive invitation from the ruler and he was having religious
leadership. He also used to hold audience of hadith.

In the same way, Abu Abdullah bin Asad Yamani, alias
Yafai has praised him in his book of Miraatul Jinaan under the
incidents of the year 650 A.H. Abdul Ghaffar bin Ibrahim Ali
Shafei says that he was from the famous scholars.

In the same way, Jamaluddin Abdul Rahim Hasan bin Ali
al-Asnawi Shafei has mentioned him in good terms in his book
of Tabaqaat Fuqaha ash-Shafiya and has extolled him in excess.

Ibne Talha in chapter two of his book of Matalibus So-ool,
says regarding Abul Qasim Muhammad Ibne Hasan al-Khalis
bin Ali Mutawakkil bin Muhammad Qane bin Ali Reza bin
Musa Kazim bin Ja’far Sadiq bin Muhammad Bagqir bin Ali
Zainul Aabideen bin Husain Zaki bin Ali Murtaza Amirul
Momineen Ibne Abi Talib, Mahdi al-Hujjah Khalaf as-Salih
Muntazar, alaihis Salaam wa rahmatullahi wa barakatoh:

“Imam Mahdi is the heir of Aale Muhammad, he is the
divine proof, the Almighty Allah has supported him, Allah has
guided us to the path of truth and has bestowed him with diverse
attributes and qualities.”

“With His support Allah has granted him a lofty rank
among God’s creatures; has ornamented him with the ornaments
of virtues and has embellished him with God-given merits.”

“Such statements the Messenger of Allah (s) has issued
about him, which I and other scholars have narrated, but its
reality would be known at the time, when their interpretation
would be understood.”

“Whoever ponders over the traditional reports recorded
about Imam Mahdi gets knowledge regarding his praiseworthy
attributes.”
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“Only this statement of Holy Prophet (s) is sufficient to
illuminate his life that Lady Fatima Zahra (s) is a part of his.”

“No one can reach it or go near the lofty rank that he holds;
if he says that only this is the Mahdi, his statement would not be
wrong.”

He has derived inspiration from the elements of
prophethood, gained from the effects of messengership, created
beautiful attributes through the stable relation of proximity and
obtained a lofty rank in nobility and greatness. He held it firmly,
gained from ancestral nobility, obtained guidance through its
sources and secured its means. He is a descendant of that Zahra
Batool, who was the beloved daughter of the Messenger,
messengership is his root, and he has the best elements and
origin. He further writes: Imam Mahdi was born in Sarmanrai on
23 Ramadhan, 258 A.H. As far as his father and mother are
concerned, his father is Hasan Khalis... after that he has narrated
some incidents and clarified the doubts regarding him.

As for the question whether the book is written by him, it is
absolutely clear, Ibne Taymiyyah, who does not accept many
well known traditional reports, has also in his book of Minhajus
Sunnah admitted that it is written by him only.

2)

Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Yusuf bin Muhammad Kanji
Shafei, whom Ibne Sabbagh Maliki has mentioned as the Imam
and Hafiz in his book of Al-Fusool al-Muhimma, and has based
his assertion on the basis of the traditional report of Ibne Hajar
Asqalani’s Fathul Bari fee Sharh Sahih Bukhari — he has written
a book entitled: Al-Bayaan fee Akhbaar Saahibuz Zamaan
alaihis salaam; it is a famous book. He writes in the last part of
this book called as: Kifayatut Talib fee Manaqib Amirul
Momineen Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a):

This is the end of the merits of Sayyidna Maulana Amirul
Momineen Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a). After that is the account of
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Imam Mahdi (a) in a separate book, which he has entitled as: Al-
Bayaan fee Akhbaar Saahibuz Zamaan. Divine mercies and
blessings be on him till Judgment Day and on his ancestors.

Owner of encyclopedic knowledge, Katib Chalpi writes in
his book of Kashfuz Zunoon that Al-Bayaan fee Akhbaar
Saahibuz Zamaan is the work of Shaykh Abi Abdullah
Muhammad bin Yusuf Kanji (died 858 A.H.).

He has also mentioned that Kifayatut Talib fee Managqib
Amirul Momineen Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a) is the work of Shaykh
Hafiz Abi Abdullah Muhammad bin Yusuf bin Muhammad
Kanji Shafei.

Abul Mawahib Abdul Wahab Sherani writes in the
biography of Imam Suyuti in his book of Al-Lawagih: Hafiz
Ibne Hajar Asqalani has mentioned that: A person is called as
Hafiz when the following conditions are found in him: He
should command fame in seeking traditions, he should derive
traditions from tradition narrators, he should know the science of
Jjarh (criticizing) and fa’deel (praising), he should be aware of
the categories of narrators of traditions and their ranks. He
should be able to distinguish between the weak and the authentic
traditions. The things that he remembers should be more than
what he does not remember and he should perfectly know the
texts of traditions. When all these qualities combine in a person,
he is known as Hafiz. From this statement of Ibne Hajar it is
possible to estimate the academic prowess of Kanji. The initial
words of this book are: So to say: “Praise be to God, who is the
opening of all the books and the final word of all discourses; and
blessings be on His Messenger, which brings all rewards and
deflects all chastisement.”

The chapters that the author has added in his book of Al-
Kifaya, in the eighth chapter, he has mentioned the account of
the children of Amirul Momineen (a) and then stated:

Ali al-Hadi (a) left behind a son, whose name is Abu
Muhammad Hasan. After that he has mentioned the date of his
birth and passing away and also said that his son is the awaited
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Imam. We shall end the book with a separate account of this
personality.

His book of Al-Bayan comprises of twenty-four chapters.
He has reserved its twenty-fourth chapter for those reasonings,
which show that Imam Mahdi is alive after he went into
occultation. Apart from that he has written many other useful
points. Those interested may refer to it.

3)

Biography of Shaykh Nuruddin Ali bin Muhammad bin
Sabbagh Maliki is mentioned in a beautiful manner.

Shamsuddin Muhammad bin Abdur Rahman Sakhawi
Misri, student of Hafiz Ibne Hajar Asqalani, writes in his book
of Az-Zau al-lama fee Ahwaal al-Qarn at-Taase:

Ali bin Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Abdullah Nuruddin
Asqalani Ghazzi Makki Maliki, alias Ibne Sabbagh was born in
Mecca in the first ten days of Zilhajj 784 A.H. and earned fame
over there only. He memorized the holy Quran and after that
memorized the Risala and Al-Fatiya of Ibne Malik and presented
both the books to Shareef Abdur Rahman Farsi, Abdul Wahab
bin Afif Yafai, Jamal bin Zaheera and his classmates Abu
Masud, Saad Noori, Ali bin Muhammad bin Abu Bakr Shaibi
and Muhammad bin Abu Bakr bin Sulaiman Bakr and they
granted him the certificate of narration (/jaaza). Ibne Sabbagh
learnt Islamic jurisprudence under Shareef Abdur Rahman Farsi
and Arabic syntax under Jalal Abdul Wahid Murshidi; he heard
Raazi’s Sadasiyaat from Zain Muraghi. He has many writings to
his credit, among them Al-Fusul al-Muhimma Li Maarifatul
Aaimma and Al-Abdur Rahman fee man Safahu Nazar command
special importance. He passed away on 7" Zilgad 855 A.H. and
was buried in Moalla. May Allah overlook his and our mistakes.

Ahmad bin Abdul Qadir Ajali Shafei has mentioned his
detailed account in his book of Zakhiratul Maal.
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Many important authors have quoted from his books like
Abdullah bin Muhammad Matiri Madani Shafei Nagshbandi in
his book of Ar-Riyaaz az-Zahira, Nuruddin Ali Samhoodi in his
Jawahirul Igdain and Abdur Rahman Safoori in his Zeenatul
Majalis.

He writes in Al-Fusul al-Muhimma: The twelfth chapter is
regarding the account of Abul Qasim Hujjatul Khalaf as-Salih
Ibne Abi Muhammad al-Hasan al-Khalis, his being the twelfth
Imam, his date of birth, proofs of his Imamate, some of his
incidents, his occultation, period of his rule, his lineage, his
agnomen and titles etc.

After that he has mentioned the date of his birth and
traditional reports of his ancestors on it. He has mentioned the
reports of the trustworthy scholars on his being the twelfth
Imam. There are numerous traditional reports in this connection
and his events are well known. We have omitted to mention
them. Scholars of traditions have compiled those reports and
incidents and have especially collected them.

He further writes: Shaykh Abu Saeed Muhammad bin
Yusuf bin Muhammad Kanji Shafei in his book of Al-Bayaan fee
Akhbaar Saahibuz Zamaan has mentioned such reasonings,
which show that Imam Mahdi is alive from the time of his
occultation till date. He mentioned those points till the end of the
twenty-fourth chapter of his book of Al-Bayaan.

He writes in the biography of his respected father: Abu
Muhammad al-Hasan was survived by his son, Al-Hujjatul Qaim
al-Muntazar Li Daulatul Haqq. His birth was kept concealed, his
dealings were kept confidential, because at that time the
circumstances were very difficult and there was danger from the
ruler of that time. He was in pursuit of the Shia of Ali (a), he was
throwing them into the prison and they were being arrested.
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C))

Jurist and orator, Shamsuddin Abu Muzaffar Yusuf bin
Qazaghili bin Abdullah Baghdadi Hanafi Sibt Aalim Waez Abul
Faraj Abdur Rahman Ibne Jauzi. Ibne Khallikan writes in the
account of his maternal grandfather, Ibne Jauzi: Maternal
grandson of Ibne Jauzi, Shamsuddin Abu Muzaffar Yusuf bin
Qazaghili was a famous orator and he followed the Hanafi
School of jurisprudence. His gatherings of oratory were famous
far and wide and he was very popular among the rulers etc.

Mahmud bin Sulaiman Kafawi writes in his book of
Elaamul Akhbaar after stating his name, lineage and children:

“He studied Islamic jurisprudence under his maternal
grandfather, Ibne Jauzi. He gained expertise in the sciences of
the Shariah and also heard the traditions from him only. Since
Ibne Jauzi was Hanbali, he also became Hanbali due to the
training of his maternal grandfather, but later he came to Mosul
and entered Damascus. At that time he was aged more than
twenty years. There he listened to the readings of traditions and
learned Islamic jurisprudence from Jamaluddin Haseeri. When
he came to know that Qazaghili bin Abdullah was a follower of
Hanafi School, he also adopted the Hanafi School. He was an
imam, a scholar, a good jurist, he had received felicity in
inheritance, his words were like pearls strewn about and gems of
wisdom were selected. In this way, he mentioned much in his
praise.

Yafai has mentioned him in his book of Al-Miraat, Ibne
Shanha in his Rauzatul Manazir, Tajuddin in his Kifayatul
Muttale and some other writers have also illuminated some
dimensions of his life.

At the end of his book of Tadkiratul Khwaas, the author
writes the account of Imam Hasan Askari (a) and says: Account
of the children of Imam Hasan Askari (a), among whom one is
Muhammad, who is an Imam. He has written a separate chapter
and mentioned the name and lineage of the Imam as follows:
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Muhammad bin Hasan Ibne Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali
Reza bin Musa bin Ja’far bin Muhammad bin Ali bin Husain bin
Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a). His agnomen is Abu Abdullah and Abul
Qasim. And only he is the Khalaf al-Hujjah, Saahibuz Zamaan,
Al-Qaim and Al-Muntazar and he would come in the end. He is
the last Imam. Informed us Abdul Aziz bin Mahmud bin al-
Bazzar, who narrates from Umar, who says that the Messenger
of Allah (s) said:

“A person from my descendants would appear in the last
period of time; his name would be same as my name and his
agnomen would be as my agnomen. He would fill up the earth
with justice and equity like it would have been filled with
injustice.”

This is a famous tradition. A similar kind of tradition is
narrated by Abu Dawood and Imam Zuhri from Sayyidna Ali
(a). The following addition is also found in it:

“Even if a single day remains from the occurrence of
Qiyamat, even then the Almighty Allah would send a person
from my Ahle Bayt, who would fill up the earth with justice and
equity.”

Imam Mahdi is mentioned in numerous traditional reports.
He is called as the owner of two names (Zul Ismain). People
have mentioned that his respected mother was slave mother
called Saiqal.

C))

It is sufficient for the greatness of great Shaykh Muhiuddin,
chief of Gnostics, Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Ali bin
Muhammad bin Arabi Hatim Tai Andulasi that Sherani has
mentioned in his book of Lawgihul Akhbaar:

He is a Shaykh, Imam, researcher, chief of the Gnostics and
mystics, having angelic hints, divine fragrance and spiritual
aroma. He was the owner of mystic intuition and miracles, has
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achieved a special rank in the court of Allah, holder of a lofty
position and status and truly aware of the commands of
mastership (Wilayat). He is among main pillars of this
community.

A quotation of Ibne Arabi in the 366" chapter of his
Futuhaat Makkiya will be mentioned in the coming pages.

(6)

Mystic Shaykh and knowledgeable scholar, Abul Muwahib
Abdul Wahab bin Ahmad Ali Sherani, whose book of Al-
Yuwageet is a fine explanation of the difficult portions of Ibne
Arabi’s Futuhaat Makkiya, writes: It is a book, which has
received approval among Islamic scholars and people have
praised it much and have deemed it necessary to believe in the
points mentioned in it. The following details are mentioned in
the copy, which was published from Matba Azhariya, Egypt in
1305 A.H.:

Where Shaykhul Islam Futuhi Hanbali (r) has written many
things regarding this book. He has also written that only that one
can criticize the points of this book, who harbors doubts in the
religion of Islam, who is a liar and a denier. In the same way,
only that one would call its author mistaken, who is ignorant of
the knowledge of the divine book or who has deviated from the
right path. In the same way, only that one can be a denier of the
excellence of its author, who is stupid, greedy, ignorant,
inimical, denier of truth, deviated from the Sunnah and who
denies the consensus of the Sunnah of the Imams.

In the same way, our Shaykh Shahabuddin Armili Shafei (r)
after a long discourse, has mentioned regarding this book that
the gist of the matter is that the excellence of this book cannot be
denied and not even two people can be found, who differ
regarding the fact that no book like this was written.
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Extolling this book Shaykh Shahabuddin Umair Shafei
says: I couldn’t even imagine that the Almighty Allah would
create such a magnificent writer in this period of time.

Shaykh Muhammad Barhamtosi says regarding this book:
This humble slave, Muhammad bin Muhammad Barhamtosi
Hanafi was informed about the book of Al-Yuwageet wal
Jawahir fee Aqaidul Akabir, which is the work of our leader,
Maulana, Imam, divine, researcher, investigator, owner of
understanding and insight, best of the researchers, inheritor of
the knowledge of the prophets and messengers, Shaykh of the
reality and Shariah, treasurer of wayfaring and Gnosticism,
crown of mysticism and most excellent of his contemporaries,
Shaykh Abdul Wahab. May God make his benefit general for all
the people and grant him a long life in the world so that others
may benefit from him. His book is having a great value and
position, its secrets are illuminated. Its light shower is
refreshing. Its flowers give out fragrance in the flower beds of
research. Its sun and moon shine in the sky of investigation. Its
lyrics echo in gatherings and the rays of its light are shining on
the hearts.

He writes in the 65" discussion of the second volume of Al-
Yuwageet:

The sixty-fifth discussion is regarding the explanation that
whatever the Holy Prophet (s) has informed about the Judgment
Day is all true. Before the Qiyamat, all of them would inevitably
occur one by one like the reappearance of Imam Mahdi, advent
of Dajjal, descent of Prophet Isa (a), appearance of Dabba,
sunrise from the west, raising up of the Quran and setting free of
Yajuj and Majuj etc, so much so that even if only a single day
remains from the tenure of the world, these would inevitably
occur.

Shaykh Taqiuddin bin Abi Mansur, writes in his book of
Agida: All these signs would appear in the last century, which
are promised by the Messenger of Allah (s) in the following
statement: If my Ummah remains in wellness it would have one
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day and if it degenerates it would only get only half a day. In this
tradition is a hint at the day mentioned in the following verse of
Quran:
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“...and surely a day with your Lord is as a thousand years
of what you number.” (Surah Hajj 22:47)

Some Gnostics say that the first of the thousand days would
be counted as the day of the martyrdom of Sayyidna Ali Ibne
Abi Talib (r). Sayyidna Ali (r) was the last Caliph. This whole
duration of the Rashideen Caliphs is regarded as the period of
prophethood and period of messengership. Through these four
Caliphs, Almighty Allah populated the towns and made them
thriving. From the first millennium the Holy Prophet (s) implied
the domination of the Shariah that he had brought and this
domination continued till the end of the first millennium. After
that weakness started; till the religion reached that same period
of strangeness from where it had began. The beginning of this
weakness was 30 years after 11 A.H. after that is awaited the
reappearance of Imam Mahdi (a). Imam Mahdi (a) is the son of
Imam Hasan Askari (a). He was born on the 15" of Shaban 255
A.H. and he would continue to live till he meets our chief
(Sayyidna) Isa (a). In this way his age till our present time is 758
years or 906 years. This was what Shaykh Hasan Iraqi told me
regarding Imam Mahdi (a), who is buried in Egypt at Barkata
Ratli in Kumraees Mutal. He had met Imam Mahdi (a) and its
good fortune fell to our Shaykh Sayyid Ali Khawaas as well.

Shaykh Muhyuddin (r) writes in chapter 366 of his
Futuhaat:

“Know that Mahdi must appear. But he will not appear till
the world becomes full of tyranny and injustice, then he will fill
it with justice and equality; and if there is no more than one day
remaining from the (age of the) world. Allah will make that long
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enough to enable this Caliph to rule. And he (Imam Mahdi) is
from the progeny of the Messenger of Allah (s) from the
children of Fatima (r); his forefather is Husain, son of Ali bin
Abi Talib. His father is Hasan Al-Askari (son of Imam Ali Al-
Nagqi, son of Imam Muhammad Al-Taqi, son of Imam Ali Ar-
Reza, son of Imam Musa Al-Kazim, son of Imam Ja’far Al-
Sadiq son of Imam Muhammad Al-Bagqir, son of Imam Zainul
Aabideen Ali, son of Imam Husain, son of Imam Ali bin Abi
Talib; his name is the name of the Messenger of Allah (i.e.
Muhammad); the Muslims will do his ‘Bayat’ (will declare their
allegiance to him) between Rukn (i.e. Yamani) and Magaam (-e-
Ibrahim) (i.e., in Kaaba). He will be like the Messenger of Allah
(s) in appearance, and below him in character, because nobody
can be like the Messenger of Allah (s) in character as Allah says:

2
]' /: wl}~ ] /l//s ;l?‘/
¢../ z ij

“You are of an exalted standard of character.” (68:4)

He would have a wide forehead and a prominent nose and
people Kufa would be more fortunate than all the people as they
would get to remain in his company. He will distribute wealth
equally and will do justice to the public. A person would come
and say: O Mahdi, give me something. The Mahdi would give so
much that he would not be able to lift the burden. He would
appear after a gap of time when corruption would be created in
religion. Through him would the Almighty Allah create such
conditions like such conditions were not created even by Quran.
A person would be ignorant, cowardly and miser, but through
his auspiciousness would become learned, valiant and generous.
(Help from Allah) will precede him: he will follow the footsteps
of the Messenger of Allah. No ruler would be able to create an
obstacle in his way. He would carry the burden of others; he
would assist the weak and help in the impediments in the path of
truth. He would do what he says and would say only what he
does; and will teach what he sees.
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Almighty Allah would improve his circumstances
overnight. He would conquer Byzantine with such Takbir in co-
operation with seventy thousand Muslims, who would be
descendants of Prophet Ishaq (a). He would participate in a great
battle. He would lay the dinner spread of God in Akka.
Oppression and oppressors would be annihilated. Religion and
folks of religion would be all right. He would inspire a new spirit
in religion. After degradation, the Almighty Allah would grant
honor to Islam. He would bestow a new life to it after its death.
He will revoke Jizya and call people to Allah by the sword. He
would slay anyone who denies and would humiliate whoever
opposes him.

He will manifest the religion in its true form, so that if the
Messenger of Allah (s) were alive he would have confirmed it.
Thus, in his time there will not remain but the (true) religion
purified from the (people’s) views. His views would be opposed
to the schools of Muslim scholars from whom he would feel
suffocated. They would be of the view that Almighty Allah
would not create any Islamic jurist (Mujtahid) after their imams.

In other words, he has mentioned the incidents of Imam
Mahdi, his biography and circumstances in detail and after that
written: Know that we do not get any proof through the
reference of the Holy Prophet (s) in which it is mentioned that
any imam would perfectly follow in the footsteps of the Holy
Prophet (s). This precedence is only and only for Imam Mahdi
(a) regarding whom the Holy Prophet (s) has said that he would
walk in the footsteps of Prophet (s). Testimony is given for the
Caliphate of Imam Mahdi and infallibility of the laws issued by
him is logical proof like infallibility of the Holy Prophet (s) in
whatever he conveyed from Allah to the people.

7

Shaykh Hasan Iraqi, who was mentioned previously.
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Allamah Abdul Wahhab Sherani writes in the second part
of his book of Tabaqatul Kubra, which is famous as Lawagihul
Anwar fee Tabaqaatil Akhbar and which was printed in Egypt in
1304 A.H.:

One of them is Shaykh Aarif billah Sayyidi Hasan Iraqi (1),
whose tomb is near Barkatul Ratli and Jami Bashari outside the
Baab Sheriya in Kom.

The following words are found in some ancient copies: One
of them is Shaykh, righteous, pious, abstemious, owner of
correct intuition, and having great circumstances, Shaykh Hasan
Iraqi, who is buried in Barkata Ratli in Kumraees Mutal. He
lived for a hundred and thirty years.

It is mentioned in the published edition of the book: Once I
visited him along with Abul Abbas Harithi. He said, “I will
narrate such an incident that you would learn about my condition
from my youth till this time.” We requested him to tell us about
1t.

He said, “At that time, I was a youth with a clean-shaven
face. I used to weave cloaks in Syria and was extravagant over
myself (i.e. I did not refrain from sins). Once I entered the Jame
Masjid of Bani Umayyah and saw a preacher speaking about
Imam Mahdi (a.t.f.s.) and his reappearance. The love of Imam
Mahdi (a.t.f.s.) developed in my heart. I began to implore Allah
to makes me to meet him. I prayed like this for about a year. One
day I was in Jame Masjid after the Evening Prayer (Maghrib)
when a stately gentleman wearing his turban in a non-Arab
manner and wearing a camel-fur robe approached me. He tapped
my shoulders and asked, “Why do you want to meet me?” “Who
are you?’ I inquired. ‘I am Mahdi,” he replied. I kissed his hands
and requested him to come with me to my house and he accepted
my offer. He lived with me for seven days and taught me various
supplications. He advised me to fast alternate days and pray five
hundred units of prayers every night. He asked me not to lie
down for sleep unless it completely overpowers me. He was
about to leave and said, ‘O Hasan! Do not go to anyone after me.
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Whatever you have got from me is enough for you. People have
less than this. Hence do not unnecessarily take other people’s
favors.” I promised him to do as commanded and tried to come
out of the house to bid farewell to him. He stopped me at the
door and said, “Go back from here.” I remained steadfast on
what he had taught me... I inquired from him (Imam Mahdi)
about his age and he replied, ‘My son! At present, I am six
hundred years old’.” Shaykh Hasan Iraqi says that this incident
occurred a hundred years ago (i.e. now it is seven hundred and
twenty years). Allamah Abdul Wahhab Sherani says that when
he discussed this issue with Ali al-Khawas, the latter agreed with
Shaykh Hasan Iraqi regarding the age of Imam Mahdi (a.t.f.s.).

@®)

Shaykh, Arif Ali Khwaas

Sherani writes in his book of Tabagatul Kubra, which is
famous as Lawagqihul Anwar fee Tabaqaatil Akhbar: One of
them is my Shaykh, my teacher, my Lord, Ali Khwaas Barasi,
may God be pleased with him and divine mercy be on him. He
was absolutely unlettered. He did not know reading and writing,
but he used to talk so eloquently on the meaning and
interpretation of the holy Quran and traditions that scholars used
to be amazed by listening to him. He used to have intuition about
whatever was written or erased from the Protected Tablet (Lauh
Mahfooz) and when he mentioned something it used to appear in
accordance to what he said. I used to send people to him to seek
advice regarding their circumstances. Before a person could
mention his problem, he used to inform about the purpose of his
visit. For example, he used to say: Give divorce, adopt
partnership, separate, travel or do not travel. That person was
shocked! And he says: He knows my circumstances better than
me. He had extraordinary expertise in the science of medicine as
well and he used to treat maladies like Istisqa (a disease in which
stomach gets bloated and one feels extremely thirsty), leprosy
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and paralysis. He used to inform about the method to treat each
disease and then that malady used to be cured.

I heard from my teacher, Muhammad bin Affan (r) that he
said: Shaykh Ali Barasi was the ruler over one-third Egypt and
its localities. At another time I heard him say that even the
officers could not enter Egypt without the permission of Shaykh
Ali Khwaas (r). He was aware about who is having the Wilayat
on the face of the earth and whose turn it is; he also knew who
became the Wali and when. I have not seen this rank of anyone
else in Egypt. After that he mentioned his miracle acts, his ranks
and circumstances in detail. You have come to know that
Allamah Sherani has clarified in Yuwaqgeet and Tabaqaat that
when he mentioned the age of Imam Mahdi (a), Hasan Iraqi
testified to it.

9

Nuruddin Abdur Rahman bin Ahmad bin Qiwamuddin
Dashti Jami Hanafi, a poet, is famous as the author of Sharh
Kafiya, which is well known among people concerned with this
art.

Mahmud bin Sulaiman Kafawi says in his book of Elaamul
Akhbaar min Fugqaha Madhabun Noman al-Mukhtar: Shaykh
Aarif billah, who focuses his attention to Almighty Allah, who is
an expert of mysticism, an interpreter of reality, who is
connected to the structure of the universe, who is attached to
divine valor, who is the sun of the sky of research, moon of
firmament of scrutiny, mine of mystic thought and practice,
combination of virtues, master of graces, Maula Jami Nuruddin
Abdur Rahman... and so on.

Among his numerous books, the book of Shawahidun
Nubuwwah is well known. It is a glorious book. Scholars rely
upon it. Halabi says in Kashfuz Zunoon: Shawahidun Nubuwwah
is in Farsi language. It is the work of Maulana Nuruddin Abdur
Rahman bin Ahmad Jami. It begins as follows: Praise be to the
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one, who sent messengers, who were givers of glad tidings and
warners... and so on. This book comprises of an introduction
and seven chapters. Mahmud bin Uthman (non de plume:
Lamai) died 938 A.H. has written about the circumstances of the
life of Jami. Biography of Maulana Jami is also written by
Maula Abdul Halim, alias Akhizadeh min Sudoor Rum, died
1013 A.H. His biography is better than the biography of Lamai
in text and style of rendering.

The scholar, Allamah Qadi Husain Dayarbakri writes in the
beginning of his book of Tarikhul Khamis: This is a collection of
the biographies of the chief of the messengers and all his
companions, which I have compiled from reliable books like
Tafsir Kabir, Kashaf... and Shawahidun Nubuwwah.

In this book, Maulana Jami has presented Hujjat Ibne Hasan
(a) as the twelfth Imam and mentioned astonishing incidents of
his birth, some miracles and has said that he would fill up the
earth with justice and equity. He has mentioned an incident of
the aunt (father’s sister) of Abu Muhammad Zaki (a). A
translation of its selected portion is as follows:

She said: Imam Hasan Askari (a) sent for me and said: “O
aunt, have your Iftar tonight with us. This is the night of mid-
Shaban and Allah, the High, will bring forth the Divine Proof on
this night. He will be His Proof on His earth.” Lady Hakima
says, I asked him, “And who is his mother?” “Narjis,” he said to
me. “May Allah make me your ransom,” I said to him, “there is
no sign in her.” “It is as I tell you,” he said.

Lady Hakima says: I came and when I greeted and sat, she
came to take off my shoes and said: “My lady, how are you this
evening?” “Rather, you are my lady,” said I, “and the lady of my
household.” She turned my word down and said: “What is this,
dear aunt?” “My dear daughter, Allah, the Exalted, will grant
you in this night of yours a boy, a master in this world and in the
hereafter.” She sat and felt shy.

After I finished the Isha prayers and had Iftar, I went to bed
and slept. When it was in the middle of the night, I got up to
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perform prayers. I finished my prayers and she was sleeping and
there was no sign of any kind in her. I sat reciting the post-
prayer recitations, then I went to bed, and then I woke up
suddenly. She was still asleep. She then woke up and arose and
performed prayers.

Lady Hakima says: As doubts came to me, Imam Hasan
Askari (a) called out, “Don’t make haste, aunt, the affair has
come near.” I recited Surah Sajdah and Surah Yasin. And as I
was doing that, she woke up suddenly; I rushed to her and read
the name of Allah on her and then asked, “Do you feel
anything?” “Yes aunt,” she said. “Pull yourself together and
gather your heart,” I told her. “It will be as I told you.”

Lady Hakima said: “and then faintness overwhelmed me as
parturition seized her. I woke up by sensing my Master, (a); I
removed the sheet from him, and there he was in prostration,
touching the earth with his forehead and palms and knees and
toes; I pulled him to myself and there he was, pure and clean.

Imam Hasan Askari (a) called on me, “Bring my son to me,
Aunt.” I took his son to him. He put his hands under his thighs
and back and put the infant’s feet on his chest. He then put his
tongue in his mouth and touched his eyes, ears, and joints with
his hands. “My son, talk,” he said then. The baby said: “I testify
that there is no god, except Allah, the One without a partner; and
I bear witness that Muhammad is Allah’s Messenger.” He then
invoked blessings for Amirul Momineen (a) and the Imams until
he reached his father and then respectfully stopped.

Imam Hasan Askari (a) said: “Aunt, take him to his mother,
so he may give her greetings and then bring him to me.” I took
her to his mother and he greeted her. Then I brought him back
and put him in the sitting room. He then said: “Aunt, come to us
on the seventh day.”

Lady Hakima says: In the morning, I came to offer my
greetings to Imam Hasan Askari (a). I removed the curtain
looking for my Master. Not seeing him, I asked his father, “May
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I be your ransom, where is my Master?” He said: “We entrusted
him to the one that mother of Musa had entrusted Musa to.”

When it was the seventh day, I came and greeted and sat.
He said: “Bring to me my son.” I brought my Master in a wrap.
He acted towards his son in the same way he had acted the first
time. Then he put his tongue into his mouth; as if feeding milk
or honey. Then he said: “Talk, my son.” The blessed infant said:
“I testify that there is no god, except Allah.” He then praised and
invoked blessings on Muhammad and Ali, Amirul Momineen
(a), and every one of the Imams, blessings of Allah be upon all
of them, until his father. He then recited this verse:
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“And We desired to bestow a favor upon those who were
deemed weak in the land, and to make them the Imams, and to
make them the heirs...” (Surah Qasas 28:5)

Then I saw green birds that had surrounded the child. Abu
Muhammad (a) called one of those birds and said: Look at him,
protect him till a command is revealed from the Almighty Allah.
Only Allah does what He likes. I asked Abu Muhammad: ‘What
is this bird?” He said: This is Jibraeel and these are angels of
mercy. Then he said: Then Imam Hasan Askari (a) gave him to
me and said: “O Aunt, return him to his mother so her heart may
rejoice and may she grieve not and so she may know that the
promise of Allah is true, but the majority of the people do not
know. So I returned him to his mother. At the time of delivery
the navel was detached and the infant was circumcised and on
his right arm was inscribed:
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“The truth has come and the falsehood has vanished;
surely falsehood is a vanishing (thing).”’(Surah Isra 17:81)

Apart from Maulana Jami other people have narrated that
when the Master of the Age fell from the abdomen of his
mother, he fell hobbling on his knees, while raising his two
forefingers towards the heavens. He then sneezed and said:
‘Praise belongs to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.

It is narrated from someone that he asked: “Who is the
Imam and Caliph after you?” Imam Hasan Askari (a) arose and
hurried inside his house and returned after a short while,
carrying on his shoulders a boy, whose face seemed to be like
the full moon and he looked three years old. After that, His
Eminence, Imam Hasan Askari (a) said: “O Ahmad! If you were
not having a special and exalted position before Allah and the
Proof of Allah, I would not have shown this son of mine to you.
His name and patronymic is the same as that of the Messenger of
Allah (s). He would fill the earth with justice and equity, as it
would be fraught with injustice and oppression.

Another person has reported that I went to Abi Muhammad
Hasan bin Ali (a) to find him sitting at his usual place in his
house. There was a room to his right with a curtain at its
entrance. I asked the Imam: Who is the master of this affair? He
replied: Lift that curtain. When I lifted the curtain, I saw a boy
aged eight or ten years, having a broad forehead, fair
complexion, pearl-like upper lip. Soft and clear palms, broad
shoulders, long knees, a mole on the right cheek, hair reaching to
the forehead, who came out and went on to sit in the Imam’s lap.
The Imam said: This is your master. Then he said to the child:
Son, go back till the appointed Hour. So the child arose and went
into the room. I was looking at him continuously. Then the
Imam said to me: Yaqub, go and look in the room. When I
entered that room, there was no one there.” Another person has
reported: Motazid sent a messenger to the three of us and
ordered us to mount on our horses and not to take anything with
us except the prayer mat and reach so and so house and such and
such locality of Samarrah. “There you will find a black servant.
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You should besiege that house and apprehend anyone you see
there and bring him to me.” Thus we reached Samarrah and
made way to the house Motazid had specified. On the doorstep
was a black servant spinning threads. We asked him who was
present in the house. He replied: The owner. And by Allah, he
did not stop us in any way. We entered the house as we had been
ordered. The house was absolutely clean and there was a curtain
in the front; so beautiful as we had never seen before. As if it
was just made at that moment. There was no one in the house
and we pulled the curtain aside. We saw a huge room with a
stream of water and at the end of which was a mat which seemed
to be floating on the water. Upon the mat stood the most
handsome man engrossed in prayers. He neither paid attention to
us nor the means we had. At that moment Ahmad bin Abdullah,
a person among us stepped into the water in order to enter the
room but he began to drown. He struggled with all his might to
prevent himself from drowning till we stretched out our hands
and pulled him out. He fell down unconscious for some time.
The second time another member of our group repeated this. He
also tried to step in the water to enter the room and he also fell
down in the same condition. I was shocked and awed. Then I
addressed the owner of the house: I seek forgiveness for you in
the court of Allah, by Allah I don’t know what the matter is and
to whom we have come and indeed I beg Allah for forgiveness.
However he did not give any response to what I had said and he
did not come out of his condition. Due to this a terrible awe
struck us and we came out of there. Motazid was waiting for us
and he had instructed the sentry that as soon as we returned, we
should be taken to him immediately. We reached him in the
middle of the night. He asked us about what had passed. We
related to him everything in detail. He cried: Woe be unto you,
did anyone see you before me? And did anyone else hear this
from you? We said: No. He said: I am not the grandson of my
grandfather — and he took a great oath — if I ever hear it, I shall
cut off your heads. We also did not dare to relate this matter to
anyone as long as Motazid was alive.
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There is nothing improbable in these miracles and neither
they are astonishing. In whatever way the Almighty Allah
honors His friends seeing this it is easy for Him and they are not
worth much in the view of the Allah’s friends. Books of the
teachers of mysticism are full of such miracles and astonishing
incidents. Especially biographies of mystic saints are full of such
incidents.

This is the Great Shaykh Muhyuddin, who mentions in his
book of Futuhaat, on whose authority Allamah Sherani has
mentioned in his Mukhtasar and Burhanuddin Halabi in Insaan
al-Uyoon. He says: I asked my daughter when she was one year
old and was still in the suckling age: What is your view
regarding a man who has intercourse, but who does not
ejaculate? She replied: Ritual bath is obligatory on him. People
present there were amazed at her reply. Then I went away and
lived in Mecca for a year away from her. I allowed her mother to
come for Hajj with the pilgrims from Shaam. When I went to
meet her she saw me from the camel’s back, while she was
suckling. She saw me before her mother and called out aloud:
That is my father. And she started smiling and lunged at me. He
has mentioned more regarding this child that he knows who
responded to the sneeze of her mother when she was in the
womb and her mother had sneezed. At that time all the people
present there had heard a voice from inside the belly. Many
trustworthy people testified to this before me. This incident is
sufficient for example.

(10)

Hafiz Muhammad bin Muhammad bin Mahmud Bukhari,
alias Khwaja Parsa was an excellent Hanafi scholar and among
the prominent Nagshbandi mystics.

Kafawi has mentioned in his book of Elaamul Akhyaar: He
obtained knowledge of religious sciences from the contemporary
scholars. He was many steps ahead of his contemporaries. He
acquired all that in youth: training in jurisprudence was
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exemplar of the senior scholars, he obtained expert guidance
from the Shaykh and Imam, Abu Tahir Muhammad bin Ali bin
Hasan Tahiri. After that he has mentioned his teachers in
jurisprudence. He specially studied Islamic jurisprudence from
the Sadr as-Shariah, whose chain reaches upto Abu Hanifah. He
was the most proximate Caliphs of Khwaja Bahauddin.

Among the writings of Abdur Rahman Jami is the book of
Sharh Kalimaat Khwaja Parsa: He writes in his Faslul Khitaab:
It is a famous book. It is mentioned in Kashfuz Zunoon: Faslul
Khitaab fil Mahaziraat is the work of Hafiz Zahid Muhammad
bin Muhammad Hafizi, a descendant of Ubaidullah Nagshbandi.
Ubaidullah Nagshbandi passed away in Medina Munawwara in
822 A.H. and was buried there only. His book begins as follows:
Praise be to Allah, who is the proof for His creatures regarding
His oneness. It was translated by Abul Fazl Musa bin al-Haaj
Husain al-Azniqi as Ramooz ba ek Ibne Taimur Taash Pasha ki
Eima and Faslul Khitaab and was translated into Arabic by
Amir Padsha Muhammad Bukhari, who lived in Mecca and he
completed it in Rajab 987 A.H.

He writes in that book: Abu Abdullah Ja’far bin Abul
Hasan Ali Hadi (r) perceived that his brother Abu Muhammad
Hasan Askari (r) did not have any issue and he claimed that Abu
Muhammad Hasan Askari (r) had given Imamate to him. So he
became known as the liar (Kazzab) and he was well known
regarding this. Ja’far bin Ali was the son of Ali bin Ja’far and
the three sons of Ali were Abdullah, Ja’far and Ismail, whereas
the son of Abu Muhammad Hasan Askari (r) was Muhammad
(r). This was known to all the trustworthy persons of his family.

It is said that Imam Abu Muhammad Hasan Askari’s aunt
(father’s sister), Hakima binte Abu Ja’far Muhammad Jawad (1)
used to love him much; she used to pray for him and beseech the
Almighty Allah to grant him a child. Abu Muhammad Hasan
Askari chose a slave girl, named Narjis for himself. It was the
eve of the 15" Shaban in 255 A.H. that Hakima arrived and
called Abu Muhammad Hasan Askari. Imam (a) said: Aunt, stay
with us tonight. So she stayed there for the night. When it was
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dawn, Narjis became restless. Hakima arose and went to her.
When she saw the newborn, she took him to Abu Muhammad
Hasan Askari (r). The child was born circumcised. Abu
Muhammad Hasan Askari took the child and passed his hand
over his back and eyes, inserted his tongue into his mouth,
recited the Adhaan in his right ear and the Igamah in his left
year. Then he said: Aunt, take him his mother. So she brought
and handed the child to his mother.

Hakima narrates that when I reached the home of Abu
Muhammad Hasan Askari (r) I saw a newborn infant wrapped in
a yellow cloth before him. So illuminated and attractive was his
face that I became inclined to him. I said: My Lord, do you have
some special knowledge about this newborn? Please tell me if
you have. He said: Aunt, this is the awaited one, whose glad
tidings we have been given. Hakima says that as soon she heard
this, she fell down in prostration of thanks to Allah. Hakima
says: After that I continued to visit the home of Abu Muhammad
Hasan Askari (a) regularly. One day, I did not find the child in
the house; so I inquired about him from Abu Muhammad Hasan
Askari (a): O my master, where did you send my lord, the
awaited one? He replied: I have entrusted him to that same being
to whom the mother of Prophet Musa (a) entrusted her child.

In the margins of the book, the author has mentioned a
detailed discussion regarding the weakness of the tradition of
Abdullah bin Masud, which is mentioned in the text of the book
that the Holy Prophet (s) said regarding Imam Mahdi: His name
is same as mine and his father’s name would be same as the
name of my father. This discussion of the author is sufficient and
conclusive.

In the book of Shawahidun Nubuwwah, Maulana Jami has
quoted an incident of Caliph Motazid and mentioned some signs
of the reappearance of Imam Mahdi. Thus, he writes: There are
uncountable statements regarding this and Imam Mahdi (r), who
is the Master of the Age, is away from public sight and he is
present in every period of time. His virtues are numerous. And
there are considerable proofs of the incidents of his reappearance
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and the gleam of his effulgence. He would revive the
Muhammadan Shariah, and perform Jihad in the way of Allah as
it is worth to be performed; he would remove filth from the
countries and cities; his period would be the period of the folks
of piety; his companions would be purified of defects; they
would be above doubt and misgivings; they would adopt his
guidance and method; guidance of truth would fall into his lot;
the series of Caliphate and Imamate would end on him. He is the
Imam from the time his father passed away, and he would
remain Imam till Judgment Day. Sayyidna Isa (a) would pray
behind his lead, he would testify for his call and invite people to
his and the Prophet’s creed.

(11)

Hafiz Abul Fath Muhammad bin Abil Fawaris

He writes in the beginning of his book of Arbaeen:
Trustworthy tradition narrators have quoted the following
statement of the Holy Prophet (s): “I would intercede for anyone
from my Ummah, who memorizes forty traditions.” If anyone
asks us: Which are those forty traditions, which if a person
learns by heart he earns this reward and excellence?

We would reply: When this same question was posed in the
gathering of Sayyid Muhammad bin Idris Shafei (r) he replied:
Those are the traditions regarding the excellence of Sayyidna Ali
Ibne Abi Talib (a). As informed us Sayyid Jalaluddin
Muhammad bin Yahya bin Abi Bakr Abbasi. He says: Informed
us Muhyuddin Muhammad bin Ghina. He says: Narrated to us
the Fagih of the time, Yusuf bin Ibrahim Harawi. He says:
Informed us Samana bin Muhammad Jauhari Ghaznavi. He
narrates from Shaykh Shaiban Muqri Ibne Umar Fardawi
(Fardani). He says: Narrated to us the Qadi of Shaam, Yahya bin
Bakr Yabna Ahmad Balkhi. He says: Narrated to us Abu Ja’far
Tirmidhi. He says: Narrated to us Muhammad bin Laith. He
says: I heard Ahmad bin Hanbal say: During the period of Imam
Shafei I did not know anyone greater than him, who has done
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such a great favor on Islam. After every prayer I supplicate to
Allah to forgive me, my parents and Muhammad bin Idris
Shafei. And I recite this supplication since I heard from Imam
Shafei that the tradition regarding the excellence of forty
traditions from the Holy Prophet (s) is about the excellence of
Amirul Momineen Sayyidna Ali Ibne Abi Talib and his Ahle
Bayt (a).

Imam Ahmad bin Hanbal says: It came to my mind: How
this report can be correct from Imam Shafei? In reply I saw that
the Holy Prophet (s) is telling me: Do you have doubt about the
report of Muhammad bin Idris Shafei that I said: I would
intercede on Judgment Day for anyone from my Ummah who
memorizes forty traditions regarding the excellence of my Ahle
Bayt. Do you not know that the virtues of my Ahle Bayt are
incalculable?

He further writes that the fourth tradition of Arbaeen is:

Informed us Mahmud Harawi in the month of Zilhajj in
Jame Masjid of Salakh: He says: Informed us Abu Abdullah
Muhammad bin Ahmad bin Abdullah from Saad bin Abdullah
from Abdullah bin Ja’far Himyari. He says: Narrated to us
Muhammad bin Isa Ashqgari. He narrates from Abu Hafs Ahmad
bin Nafe Basari. He narrates from his father, who was the
servant of Imam Abil Hasan Ali Ibne Musa Reza (a). He says:
Narrated to me Abul Abbas Salih Musa bin Ja’far. He says:
Narrated to me my father, Ja’far Sadiq. He says: Narrated to me,
my father, Baqir al-Ilmul Anbiya Muhammad Ibne Ali. He says:
Narrated to me my father Sayyidul Aabideen Ali Ibne Husain.
He says: Narrated to me my father, Sayyidush Shohada Husain
Ibne Ali. He says: Narrated to me my father Sayyidul Awsaiya
Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a). He said: Said to me, my brother, the
Messenger of Allah (s) that whoever wants to meet Allah in the
condition that He becomes attentive to him and does not shun
him, he should have affection for Ali (a). Whoever wants to
meet Almighty Allah when He is pleased with him, he should
have affection for him son, Hasan (a). Whoever wants to meet
Allah in the condition that he has no fear, he should have
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affection for his son, Husain (a). Whoever wants to meet Allah
in the condition that Allah overlooks his sins, he should have
affection for his son, Ali Ibne Husain (a) as the Almighty Allah
has mentioned:
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“...their marks are in their faces because of the effect of
prostration...” (Surah Fath 48:29)

Whoever wants to meet Allah in the condition that his eyes
are cool, he should have affection for Muhammad bin Ali (a).
Whoever wants to meet Allah in the condition that his scroll of
deeds is given in his right hand, he should have affection for
Ja’far bin Muhammad (a). Whoever wants to meet Allah in the
condition that he is pure and purifying, he should have affection
for Musa bin Ja’far Noor Kazim (a). Whoever wants to meet
Allah in the condition that his face is smiling, he should have
affection for Ali bin Musa Reza (a). Whoever wants to meet
Allah in the condition that his ranks are elevated and that his bad
deeds are changed into good, he should have affection for his
son, Muhammad. Whoever wants to meet Allah in the condition
that his accounting is easy, that he is accommodated in a garden
as broad as the distance between the heaven and the earth, he
should have affection for his son, Ali. Whoever wants to meet
Allah in the condition that he is counted among the successful
servants of God, he should have affection for his son, Hasan
Askari. Whoever wants to meet Allah in the condition that his
faith is perfect and his Islam is beautiful, he should have
affection for his son, the Master of the Age, Imam Mahdi. They
are the lamps of darkness, Imams of guidance and standards of
piety. I guarantee Paradise for whoever loves and supports them.

It cannot remain concealed from any wise person that the
author believed in the veracity of this tradition otherwise why he
would have included it in his Arbaeen? We mentioned above
whatever he has stated in the beginning of his book. He writes at
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the end of the book: I am inclined to the superiority of Ahle Bayt
(a). Before this I have mentioned different points of view, but
the reality is exposed for me. It is known from various
testimonies and authentic traditions, statements and inclinations
of trustworthy persons and schools of pious folks that whatever 1
have quoted is correct. The Messenger of Allah (s) has said:
“Whoever knowingly attributes a false thing to me has prepared
his abode in the fire (of Hell).”

In Daulul Islam, Allamah Dhahabi says while mentioning
the events of the year 410 A.H.: Hafiz Abul Fath Muhammad
bin Ahmad bin Abil Fawaris passed away that same year. I saw
this same point mentioned in A/-Kaamil of Ibne Athir under the
incidents of the captioned year. Sayyid Noman Alusi Zadeh has,
while describing his attributes in the letters included in his book
of Jilaul Ainain: He was the scholar of kings, king of scholars,
point of reference for the rich and the poor, trustworthy one for
the nobles, heir of the knowledge of the pious ancestors, hoister
of the standard of truth, speaker of truth, one, who adopted the
standard view in every issue, who exposed the secrets of Quran,
who trod the straight path regarding the holy Quran, a sweet
spring for one, who approaches, an invaluable door for the
arriving, lord, respected, noble chief, nobleman worthy of
respect, true in word and deed, his acts were true to his name,
and he was a mountain of righteousness, piety and knowledge.

(12)

Abu Muhammad Abdul Haqq Dehlavi Bukhari, Gnostic,
tradition scholar, jurist, famous author of numerous books,
numerous people have included his biography in their
bibliographies and have mentioned his writings.

Contemporary Islamic scholar Siddiq Hasan Khan Hindi
writes in his book of Abjadul Uloom, published 1295 A.H.:
Shaykh Abdul Haqq Muhaddith Dehlavi was decorated with
formal and spiritual perfections. Almighty Allah had bestowed
him with fame and recognition. Historians have mentioned his
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brief and detailed accounts. First he memorized the holy Quran.
He became a teacher at the age of twenty-two years, travelled to
Mecca and Medina. There he adopted the companionship of
Shaykh Abdul Wahab Caliph of Shaykh Ali Muttaqi, obtained
knowledge of traditions and then returned to his homeland.
There he lived for another 52 years and continued to spread the
sciences that he had learnt. He translated Mishkaat into Farsi,
wrote a gloss on Safarus Saadaat. His books have reached the
total of a hundred volumes. He was born in Mohurrum, 958 A.H.
and passed away in 1052 A.H. He had received initiation from
the Qadiriya Shaykh Musa Qadri, who was a descendant of
Shaykh Abdul Qadir Jilani. He was an expert in Hanafite
jurisprudence.

In the same way, another of his contemporary, Shaykh
Abdul Qadir Badayuni has mentioned him in his book of
Muntakhabut Tawareekh. He has extolled him in excess and has
described his excellence. Similarly, the author of Muntakhabul
Lubaab has also mentioned his biography. Also, Sayyid
Mumajjid Hasaan al-Hind Maulavi Ghulam Ali Azad Bilgrami
in his book of Maathirul Ikraam, has mentioned his account in
detail and has also praised him in his another book, Sabhatul
Marjaan.

In his book of Abjadul Uloom, Siddiq Hasan Khan writes
about Azad Bilgrami: Sayyid Ghulamali Azad bin Sayyid Nuh
was a Husaini from the aspect of lineage and Wasti by pedigree.
He was born and bred in Bilgram. He followed the Hanafi
School of Islamic jurisprudence and was a follower of the
Chishtiya Sufi Tariqa. His title was Hasaan al-Hind. After that
Siddiq Hasan has mentioned his biography in detail and then
writes that his writings are illustrious, beneficial and universally
accepted; one of them being Zau ad-Durari Sharh Sahih
Bukhari. Among his books he has mentioned Sabhatul Marjaan
on Indian heritage and Maa Athara Ikraam on the history of
Bilgram. In other words, the academic prominence of Shaykh
Abdul Haqq Muhaddith Dehlavi and his lofty position was not
concealed from the experts of the art. Among his writings there
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is a book, Jazbal Quloob llaa Dayaral Mahboob, which is the
history of the holy Medina and which has been published a
number of times.

Shaykh Abdul Haqq, in one of his treatises, which
comprises of the biographies and accounts of the Holy Imams
(a) and which is also mentioned in his writings, he has hinted
about this book in his other work, Tahseelul Kamaal as well as
some of his contemporary trusted scholars have quoted
statements from this book. In this treatise after the mention of
Amirul Momineen, Hasnain Kareemain, Sajjad, Baqir and Sadiq
(a), he writes: These are the Imams of Ahle Bayt (a), who are
mentioned in the book. He further writes: By compiling the
accounts of all of them in a separate treatise I have achieved
great nobility and good fortune. He mentions in the same
treatise: His special companions and trusted confidants are
having knowledge about Muhammad, the son of Abu
Muhammad Hasan Askari (r). After that he mentioned the
account of his birth, which Khwaja Muhammad Parsa had
reported in his Faslul Khitab.

13)

Sayyid Jamaluddin Ataullah bin Sayyid Ghiyasuddin
Fazlullah bin Sayyid Abdur Rahman Muhaddith is famous as the
author of Rauzatul Ahbaab, which is popular among scholars,
and which Qadi Husain Dayarbakri has mentioned among the
reliable books at the beginning of his Tarikhul Khamees.
Regarding the same work, it is mentioned in Kashfuz Zunoon
that Rauzatul Ahbaab fee Seeratun Nabi wal Aal wal Ashaab is
in the Persian language. Its author is Jalaluddin Ataullah bin
Fazlullah Shirazi Nisaburi (died 1000 A.H.). The book is in two
volumes. This book was written at the request of the Vizier Mir
Ali Sher after the advice of his teacher and cousin, Sayyid
Aseeluddin Abdullah. The book comprises of three objectives.
Due to the eloquence of the text of the book and its inimitable
style we present a sample paragraph below: He writes:
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Account of the twelfth Imam, Muhammad Ibne Hasan (a):
The great Imam and the precious pearl of the treasure trove of
guidance was according to the majority of scholars, born on the
15" of Shaban 255 A.H. The mother of this invaluable pearl was
the slave wife, named Saiqal, Susan, Narjis or Hakima. The
name and agnomen of the highly respected Imam is same as that
of the Holy Prophet (s). His titles are the awaited Mahdi, Khalaf
Salih, Sahibuz Zaman. He is the organizer. According to the
most authentic traditional reports at the time of the passing away
of his father his age was five years. There is another view that he
was aged only two. Like in case of Prophet Yahya (a) the
Almighty Allah bestowed him with wisdom and miracles during
the childhood itself and he attained the rank of Imamate during
infancy. According to general consensus this Master of the Age
and the Mahdi of the time disappeared in a cellar during the
Caliphate of Motamid in 265/266 A.H. in Sarmanraa. After
stating some controversies of scholars regarding Imam Mahdi
(a), the author has quoted traditional reports, which prove that
only Hujjat Ibnul Hasan Askari is the promised Mahdi. After
that he writes: The author says that when the discussion has
reached this point the pen has achieved fluency and the heart is
jumping in excitement and it is ardently hoped that the dark
nights of the homelessness of the family of Mustafa, the
hardships and problems of the progeny of Murtaza are about to
end and the bright sun of the Master of the Age is about to rise
up. And the system of victory and help is about to commence.
Black clouds would be dispelled from the world. The Muslim
community would dominate the world. Due to this respectable
personality, the foundations of injustice and oppression would be
weakened and all its traces would be destroyed. People would
get the recompense of their deeds and would be liberated from
Hell. May God have mercy on one, who composed the following
verse appropriate for this occasion:

“Please show up, O Imam of guidance; we have waited long
enough. Please lift the veil from your illuminated face, and show
yourself like the Sun. Please come from wherever you are
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concealed and make the effects of kindness and loyalty
apparent.”

The above statements of the author clarify that his belief
regarding Imam Mahdi is same as the belief of the Imamiyah
and there is no need of further clarification.

(14)

Hafiz Abu Muhammad Ahmad bin Ibrahim bin Hashim
Tusi Balazari

Samani writes in his Al-Ansabul Kabeer: Abu Muhammad
Ahmad bin Ibrahim bin Hashim Tusi Balazari is famous through
this lineage. He was a resident of Tus. He was Hafiz of
traditions. He was an intelligent person and was learned about
the Ahadith. He studied traditions in Tus under Ibrahim bin
Ismail Anbari and Taleem bin Muhammad Tusi; from Abdullah
bin Shiruwayh and Hafiz Ja’far bin Ahmad in Nishabur; from
Muhammad bin Ayyub and Hasan bin Ahmad bin Laith in Rayy;
from Yusuf bin Yaqub in Baghdad; from Muhammad bin
Abdullah bin Sulaiman Hadhrami and contemporaries in Kufa.
Hafiz bin Abdullah Hakim heard traditions from him.

Abu Muhammad Balazari Waez Tusi was exceptional in
memorization of Quran (Hifz) and oratory (Waez) during his
time. He was also prominent in the art of socializing. People
used to benefit from him a great deal. He mostly lived in
Nisabur. Every week he used to address two gatherings of
knowledge at the place of Shaykh Abul Husain Muhimmi and
Abu Nasr Abdi. Hafiz Abu Ali and our Mashayakh used to
attend his gatherings. People used to be elated on listening to the
chains of narrators that he mentioned in public gatherings. No
one ever criticized the chains of narrators and the names of
reporters that he mentioned. He had taken dictation of traditions
from the Imam of Ahle Bayt in Holy Mecca, Abu Muhammad
Hasan bin Ali bin Muhammad bin Ali bin Musa Reza (a).
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Abul Walid Fagih has mentioned that Abu Muhammad
Balazari was taking dictation of Kitabul Jihad from Muhammad
bin Ishaq even when his mother was ailing in Tus. Imam Hakim
reports that he was martyred in Tahiran in 339 A H.

Allamah of the age, Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlavi,
who is the father of the author of Tohfa Ithna Asharia, Shah
Abdul Aziz Dehlavi, has written refutation of the Imamiyah.
Shah Abdul Aziz has mentioned about his father that he was the
seal of the Gnostics, destroyer of the opponents, chief of the
traditionists, the proof of the scholasticians and the proof of God
on the two worlds. He writes in the book of Nuzhat that my
respected father has mentioned in the book of Kitab Musalsilaat,
which is famous as Fazlul Mubeen that: 1 say: Ibne Aqla has
given me permission to narrate all those traditional reports,
which are lawful to be narrated. In these Musalsilaat (series), |
have even seen a report whose every narrator is prominent in his
lofty traits. Thus he says:

Informed me singular one of the time, Shaykh Hasan bin
Ali Ajami; he says: Informed us Hafiz of the time, Jamaluddin
al-Bahili. He says: Informed us the support of the time,
Muhammad Hijazi Waez. He says: Informed us the Sufi of the
time, Shaykh Abdul Wahab Sherani. He says: Informed us
Mujtahid of the time, Jalal Suyuti. He says: Informed us Hafiz of
the age, Abu Nuaim Rizwan Ugbi. He says: Informed us reciter
of the time, Shams Muhammad bin Jazari. He says: Informed us
pious one of the time, Imam Jamaluddin Muhammad bin
Muhammad Jamal. He says: Informed us the great tradition
scholar of Fars of the time, Imam Muhammad bin Masud. He
says: Informed us our Shaykh, the great scholar of his time,
Ismail bin Muzaffar Shirazi. He says: Informed us tradition
scholar of the time, Abdus Salaam bin Abi Rabe Hanafi. He
says: Informed us Shaykh of the time, Abu Bakr Abdullah bin
Muhammad bin Shabur Qalansi. He says: Informed us Abdul
Aziz. He says: Informed us rare one of the time, Sulaiman bin
Ibrahim bin Muhammad bin Sulaiman. He says: Informed us
Hafiz of the time, Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Hashim Balazari.
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He says: Informed us Imam of the time, Muhammad bin Hasan
bin Ali Mahjub. He says: Informed us Hasan bin Ali from his
father, and he from his grandfather, he from the grandfather of
his father, Ali bin Musa Reza (a) that he said: Narrated a
tradition to us Musa Kazim. He says: Narrated tradition to us my
father, Ja’far Sadiq. He says: Muhammad Bagqir bin Ali narrated
a tradition to us. He says: My father, Ali bin Husain Zainul
Aabideen narrated a tradition to us. He says: My father, the chief
of the martyrs, Husain narrated a tradition to us. He says: My
father, chief of the successors, Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a) narrated a
tradition to us. He says: chief of the prophets, Muhammad bin
Abdullah (s) says: Jibraeel, chief of the angels informed me the
chief of the chiefs, the Almighty Allah says:

“I am Allah; there is no god, except Me. Whoever confesses
to My oneness has entered My fort and whoever has entered My
fort is safe from My chastisement.”

Imam Shamsuddin Jazari says that this tradition with its
fine chain of narrators is recorded in this way only and its
responsibility lies with Balazari.

The mentioned Shah Waliullah Muhaddith Dehlavi writes
in his treatise An-Nawadir min Hadith Sayyidul Awail wal
Awakhir: The tradition of Muhammad bin Hasan, regarding
whom the Shia believe that only he is the Mahdi, I have found
his ancestors in the chains of Shaykh Muhammad bin Agqla
Makki, which is narrated by Ajeemi. Informed us one with the
most authentic chain, Abu Tahir. He granted me permission to
quote his chains for all traditional reports narrated from him with
correct chains of narrators. He says: Informed us the singular
one of the age, Hasan bin Ali Ajeemi and then with some partial
differences present in some titles, and with some differences in
sequence of names he has narrated the same tradition with the
above-mentioned chains.

It is narrated from Allamah Suyuti in Risala Tadreeb: 1t is
mentioned in Sharh Nakhba that the traditions narrated by the
Huffaz of hadith in Musalsilaat (series) give the conclusion of
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definite knowledge. Whatever Samani has mentioned about
Balazari has come before you. Therefore, there is no need to
mention here whatever Jazari has mentioned about it.

(15)

Shaykh, scholar, litterateur, outstanding one, Hujjatul Islam
Abu Muhammad Abdullah bin Ahmad bin Muhammad bin
Khashshab regarding whom it is mentioned in Tarikh Ibne
Khallikan after his biography: He is famous as Ibne Khashshab
Baghdadi. He was a famous scholar of literature, grammar,
exegesis, traditions, genealogy, duties and mathematics. He had
learnt the holy Quran by heart. He was an expert in its various
recitations. He was eager for different sciences and had expertise
in a number of them. In the same way, Allamah Suyuti has
mentioned about him in his book of Tabaqgat Najah and praised
him in excess.

In his book of Tarikh Mawalid al-Aimma wa Wafiyathum
Alaihis Salaam, which is a famous small book, and from which
Ibne Sabbagh Maliki in Al-Fusul al-Muhimma and Ali Ibne Isa
Irbili, who is famous and reliable among the Ahle Sunnat, in his
book of Kashful Ghumma has benefited from him and have
quoted statements from it. He narrates through the chains of Abu
Bakr Ahmad bin Nasr bin Abdullah bin Fath Daraa Naharwani
that narrated Sadagah bin Musa a tradition to us, saying:
Narrated to us my father through the reference of Imam Reza.
Imam Reza says: The righteous successor (Khalaf Salih) is the
son of Abu Muhammad Hasan bin Ali. Only he is the Master of
the Age and only he is Imam Mahdi (a).

Narrated to me Jarah bin Sufyan that: Narrated to me Abul
Qasim Tahir bin Harun bin Musa Alawi from his father Musa:
My master, Ja’far bin Muhammad (a) said: The righteous
successor (Khalaf Salih) would be from my descendants. Only
he is Imam Mahdi. His name is Muhammad; his agnomen is
Abul Qasim. He would appear in the last period of time. His
mother was named Saiqal.
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Abu Bakr Daraa has told us that in another traditional report
the name of his mother is mentioned as Hakima; in the third
version, it is mentioned as Narjis; and in yet another report as
Susan. Only Allah knows what her correct name is. His
agnomen is Abul Qasim. He has two names: Khalaf and
Muhammad. He would reappear in the last period of time. A
cloud would be shading him from the Sun and follow him
wherever he goes. It would be announced that he is the very
same Imam Mahdi (a).

Narrated to me Muhammad Tusi that: Narrated to me Abu
Sikkin from some historians that the name of the mother of the
awaited Imam was Hakima.

Muhammad bin Musa Tusi narrated to Muhammad. He
says: Narrated to me Ubaidullah bin Muhammad from Hashim
Ibne Adi. He said that his agnomen is righteous successor
(Khalaf Salih) Abul Qasim and that he is the owner of two
names. This very report is mentioned in the last part of the book.

(16)

Shahabuddin Shamsuddin bin Umar Hindi, alias Malikul
Ulama is the author of the Tafsir entitled Al-Bahrul Mawaaj. 1t
is mentioned in Sabhatul Marjaan that he is Maulana Qadi
Shahabuddin Ibne Shamsuddin bin Umar Zawali Daulatabadi.
The Qadi was born in Daulatabad, Delhi and he studied under
Qadi Abdul Mugqatadir Dehlvi and Maulana Khwajgi Dehlvi. He
exceeded all his contemporaries in intelligence and capability.
Qadi Abdul Mugqatadir says regarding him that such students
come to me, whose skin, flesh and bone consist of knowledge.
After that he has mentioned his relocation to Jaunpur. In Jaunpur
the ruler awarded him the title of Malikul Ulama. The Qadi
bestowed honor to the seat and in this field took precedence
from the contemporaries. He wrote books which received fame
among the Arabs and non-Arabs, which were luminous like a
lamp and which were saviors from Hell. One of them is
commentary of Quran entitled Al-Bahrul Mawaaj, which is in
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Farsi. Apart from that is the book of Managqibus Saadaat also in
Persian. The author passed away in 849 A H.

His book of Manaqib is famous as Hidayatus Sa-ada. He
writes in it that it is the belief of Ahle Sunnat that the Caliphate
of the first four Caliphs is sanctioned by appointment as is
mentioned in Agaid Hafiziya.

The Holy Prophet (s) said: My Caliphate would continue
for 30 years and this Caliphate completed with Sayyidna Ali (r).
A similar type of Caliphate is that of the twelve Imams. The first
of those Imams is Sayyidna Ali Karam Allahu Wajhu himself.
Regarding his Caliphate those traditions are recorded which say
that Caliphate would be there for 30 years. The second Imam is
Shah Hasan (r). Regarding him the Holy Prophet (s) said: This,
my grandson is a chief. He would work out reconciliation
between Muslims. The third Caliph is Shah Husain (r).
Regarding him the Holy Prophet (s) said that he would be slain
by a rebellious group. The other nine Caliphs would be
descendants of Shah Husain (r). Regarding them the Holy
Prophet (s) has said that there would be nine Imams after Shah
Husain bin Ali from his descendants and the last would be Imam

Qaim (a).

Jabir Ibne Abdullah (r) narrates that: I went to see Lady
Fatima Zahra (s). Some tablets were lying before her in which
the names of her descendants were inscribed. When I counted
them I found that there were eleven names and the last was

Qaim (a).

After that he has himself posed the question that why Imam
Zainul Aabideen (a) did not stage an uprising and claim
Imamate? The gist of the reply is: He had seen with his own eyes
uprising, slaying and oppression which were done to his
grandfather and the Prophet in his dream had seen dogs mounted
on his pulpit and occupying it. This made him extremely
aggrieved. After that Jibraeel (a) revealed the following verse:
‘The night of Qadr is better than a thousand months,” which
hinted that Bani Umayyah would rule for a thousand months and
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continue to rule over people. So he was terrified and became
silent till reappearance of Imam Mahdi (a) from his descendants
takes place and he announces Imamate, would unsheathe the
sword and fill up the earth with justice and equity.

He further writes: The first of them is Imam Zainul
Aabideen. Second is Muhammad Bagqir. Third is his son, Ja’far
Sadiq. The fourth is his son, Imam Musa Kazim. The fifth is his
son, Imam Ali Reza. The sixth is his son, Imam Muhammad
Taqi. The seventh is his son, Imam Ali Naqi. The eighth is his
son, Imam Hasan Askari. And the ninth is his son, Imam
Hujjatullah, Qaim, Imam Mahdi. This last Imam is in occultation
and his age is prolonged just as among the believers it is
prolonged for Sayyidna Isa, Ilyas and Khizr; and among the
disbelievers it is prolonged for Dajjal and Samiri. The statement
of the author ends and its aim is complete.

17)

Shaykh, scholar, traditionist, Ali Muttaqi bin Husamuddin
bin Qadi Abdul Malik Ibne Qadi Khan Qarashi was among the
great scholars. Books of biography have mentioned his praise
and excellence and their authors have mentioned all his
outstanding qualities.

Shaykh Abdul Qadir bin Shaykh Abdullah writes in his
book of An-Nurus Saafir An Akhbaarul Quranul Aashir: The
famous scholar, righteous, Wali, divine Gnostic and the pious
one passed away at dawn on Tuesday. He was among the most
learned of the scholars and a pious individual. He was prominent
in abstemiousness, piety, worship and religiosity. He has
numerous writings to his credit.

Further on he has mentioned his abstemiousness, aloofness
from company and mystical penance. Then he says that he has
written a hundred small and big books. His virtues and good
qualities are numerous. Allamah Abdul Qadir bin Ahmad Fakihi
has written a fine book, entitled: Al-Qaulun Nagqi fee Manaqib
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al-Muttaqi, which is his biography, in which it is mentioned that
whenever someone from the divine mystics or Gnostics arrived,
he praised and extolled him and mentioned his perfections. Like
such statements of our Shaykh Tajul Aarifeen Abul Hasan Bakri,
our Shaykh, Arifbillah, pious, embellished with elegance and
beauty, our Shaykh Imam Harmain Shahab Ibne Hajar Shafei,
our companion, Fagih Misr, Shamsuddin Ramali Ansari and our
Shaykh Fasih Ulama Asr Shams Bakri etc. are present with me
which clearly prove the excellence of the Shaykh.

Sherani writes in Al-Lawagihul Akhyaar: One of them was
Shaykh, righteous, pious, religious, Sayyid Ali Muhtadi (r). 1
was in his service in Mecca Mukarrama during the stay for Hajj
in the year 740 A.H. I was granted audience with him and had
the honor to gain from his knowledge. In the same way,
Muhammad Tahir Gujarati has praised him a great extent in the
preface in his book of Majmaul Bihaar.

Hasaan Hind Ghulam Ali Azad Bilgrami has mentioned his
account in Sabhatul Marjaan and while discussing about him at
length, has mentioned that Shaykh Ibne Hajar, author of As-
Sawaiq al-Mohriga was the teacher of Muttaqi, but in the end he
adopted his studentship and wore the robe of mysticism from
him. In the same way, Shaykh Abdul Haqq bin Yusufuddin
Dehlavi Bukhari has also written about him and praised him in
excess. Among his writings is Kanzul Ummal and an appraisal of
the Jami Saghir of Suyuti on the jurisprudential issues. He also
arranged the Jamiul Jawame of Suyuti.

Contemporary scholars have extolled him much. Abul
Hasan Bakri says that there is Imam Suyuti’s favor on the world,
but there is favor of Imam Muttaqgi on Suyuti. He passed away in
975 A.H.

In Al-Mirqaat Sharh Mishkaat, after quoting the tradition of
the twelve Caliphs, writes: 1 say that the twelver Shia have
interpreted this tradition to mean that they would be from the
family of prophethood and that they would be continuous,
whether their Caliphate is actual or apparent; or it is on the basis
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of their eligibility. The first of them is Ali, then Hasan, after him
Husain, then Zainul Aabideen, after him Muhammad Bagir, then
Ja’far Sadiq, after him Musa Kazim, then Ali Reza, then
Muhammad Tagqi, after him Ali Naqi, then Hasan Askari and
then Imam Muhammad Mahdi, may Allah be pleased with all of
them, would be the Caliphs as is mentioned in detail by the best
of the saints, Khwaja Parsa in his Faslul Khitaab. He is followed
by Maulana Nuruddin Abdur Rahman Jami at the end of
Shawahidun Nubuwwah. Both of them have mentioned the
excellence of the twelve Caliphs, and their virtues and miracles
in brief. There is refutation of the Rafidhis in it, who due to their
corrupted beliefs and meaningless doubts think that Ahle Sunnat
bear malice to Ahle Bayt. Although Shia creed is explained at
the beginning of his discourse, but in the end their views are
refuted.

In another one of his books, Al-Burhan fee Alaamati
Aakhiruz Zaman, narrates through the reference of Abu
Abdullah Husain bin Ali (a) that this Master of the Affair, that
is: Imam Mahdi would have two occultations. One of them
would be so long that some people would start saying that he is
dead. Some are of the view that no one is aware of his location.
Neither any saint nor any other person. Only his servant, who is
aware of his circumstances, is aware of his location.

Abu Ja’far Muhammad bin Ali (a) narrates that this Master
of the Affair; that is Imam Mahdi disappeared in some defiles.
Then he has hinted to a corner of Zee Tuwa. Before his
reappearance, he would be with his servant, who was proximate
to him. Then that servant would meet some of his companions
and ask how many they are in number. They would reply that
they are forty. He would ask: What would be your conduct if
you see your master? They would reply: If he takes refuge on the
mountain, we would also stay with him on the mountain. Then
he would approach them from the front and say: Select ten from
your leaders. And they would do that. Then he would take them
along to meet their Lord and to promise with him the coming
night.
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(18)

Commentator of Imam Tirmidhi’s Ash-Shamail, the famous
scholar Fazl bin Ruzbahan writes at the beginning of his book:
The humble author of this book, Abul Khair Fazlullah Ibne Abi
Muhammad Ruzbahan bin Muhammad bin Fazlullah bin
Muhammad bin Ismail bin Ali Ansari Khanji Shirazi Asbani and
Insha Allah Madani says: informed us about the book of
Shamail...and so on.

This is the same person, who wrote the refutation of
Allamah Hilli Hasan bin Yusuf Ibne Mutahhar’s Nahjul Haqq
and entitled it Ibtaalul Baatil. Inspite of severe bigotry and
refutation of a considerable number of authentic traditions, he
has supported the Imamiyah points of view in this regard and has
expressed belief in support of it. He writes in the explanation of
the following statement of the Allamah: Second point:
“Regarding his wife and children, peace be on him,” that: Fatima
is the chief of all the ladies of the world. In the same way is her
husband. After that he has mentioned some excellent points of
Sayyida Fatima and the Imams from her progeny.

Fazl says: I say: Sayyida Fatima (divine blessing and peace
be on her father, on her and the whole Aale Muhammad) the
virtues, which are mentioned cannot be denied, because denial of
the mercy of the sea, vastness of the dry land, brilliance of the
Sun, appearance of the lights, generosity of the -cloud,
prostrations of the angels does not increase the evil; on the
contrary, it is a joke; and does anyone have the capacity to deny
the excellence of people, who are the folks of rightfulness,
treasures of the mine of prophethood and protectors of the rules
of chivalry. May the mercy and blessings be on them. I have
composed a poem in their praise as follows:

Peace be on Mustafa the chosen one; peace be on Sayyid
Murtaza.

Peace be on Sayyida Fatima whom Allah made superior to
all women.
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Peace of Allah be on Hasan, the obedient one of God,
whose breath was fragrant.

Peace of Allah be on Husain, who was an embodiment of
piety. Who was martyred and whose body was smeared in dust
in Kerbala.

Peace of Allah be on the chief of the worshippers, Ali bin
Husain, who was a sincere servant of God.

Peace of Allah be on the guided Sayyidna Imam Baqir and
peace of Allah be on Sayyidna Sadiq, who was a leader and
guide.

Peace of Allah be on Imam Kazim, who was put to trials,
who was the owner of praiseworthy qualities and was the Imam
of pious.

Peace of Allah be on the eighth Imam, Ali Reza, who was
trustworthy and the leader of the chosen ones.

Peace of Allah be on Imam Muhammad Taqi, who was a
symbol of piety, the purified and the centre of hopes.

Peace of Allah be on Imam Ali Nagqi, who is pure,
honorable and the guide for the creatures.

Peace of Allah be on the Imam Sayyid Askari, who is the
Imam, who is the commander of the purified army.

Peace of Allah be on the Awaited Qaim, whose agnomen is
Abul Qasim and who is the effulgence of guidance.

He would appear like the Sun rises from the darkness of the
night.

You would see that the earth is filled with his justice and
equity like it was fraught with tyranny and oppression due to the
slaves of lust.

Peace of Allah be on Imam Mahdi, on his ancestors and on
his companions and helpers as long as the world lasts.
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He has unequivocally declared that Imam Mahdi, who is the
promised Qaim and who is awaited, is the twelfth Imam. May
Allah send His blessings and peace on all the holy Imams, who
are righteous and like pearls.

(19)

Nasiru Lidinallah Ahmad bin Mustadhi bi noorillaah was a
Bani Abbas Caliph. He is the ruler who had ordered the
construction of the holy cellar (Sardab) and had teak wood
installed on the window; and who had the following engraved on
it: In the name of Allah, the Beneficent and the Merciful. Say:
I do not ask of you any reward for it but love for my near
relatives; and whoever earns good, We give him more of good
therein; surely Allah is Forgiving, Grateful. This was ordered
by the Caliph, who was our leader, our master, a Caliph, whose
obedience was obligatory on all people. His name was Abul
Abbas Ahmad Nasir Li deenillah, who was the chief of the
believers and the Caliph of the lord of the worlds, by whose
justice and favor the whole country benefitted. His mercy and
grace was general in all the places. His noble laws led to divine
proximity and he was the recipient of success, Allah’s help and
support. The period of his Caliphate seemed permanent. The
river of his generosity continued to flow. Religious values were
dominating all the aspects of life. The ruler was obedient to him.
Maad bin Husain bin Musa, who was desiring to live during his
Caliphate, used to pray that his Caliphate continues forever, the
Almighty Allah accepted his supplication and his Caliphate
continued till 606 A.H. Allah is sufficient for us and the best
of the executors. And may Allah bless our chief, the seal of
the prophets and his purified progeny and descendants; and
peace be on them.

He also had the following engraved inside the surface on
teak wood: In the name of Allah, the Beneficent and the
Merciful. Muhammad is the messenger of Allah. Amirul
Momineen Ali is the Wali of Allah. Fatima, al-Hasan Ibne
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Ali, al-Husain Ibne Ali, Ali Ibne Husain, Muhammad Ibne
Ali, Ja’far Ibne Muhammad, Musa Ibne Ja’far, Ali Ibne
Musa, Muhammad Ibne Ali, Ali Ibne Muhammad, Hasan
Ibne Ali, Al-Qaim bil Haqq, peace be on them all. This is the
act of Ali Ibne Muhammad Wali of the progeny of
Muhammad may Allah have mercy on him.

If it had not been the belief of Nasir that the attribution of
the cellar is to Imam Mahdi (a) and that it is the place of his
birth, place of occultation, or the location of his miracle acts, as
some people had forgotten this, and there was no mention of that
in their ancient and modern books then why he ordered its
reconstruction and decoration? If the scholars of his time had
consensus that it is not the place of his birth this step of his
would have been difficult and people would have opposed him.
But he was supported and his beliefs were regarded as valid; and
only this is intended here. We have included Nasir among those,
who accepted Imam Mahdi, because he was prominent in
knowledge and excellence among his contemporaries. He was
included among the experts of traditions. Ibne Sukaina, Ibne
Akhzar, Ibne Najjar and Ibne Damghani have narrated
traditional reports from him.

(20)

Learned, pious, Gnostic, abstemious, religious and
worshipper, Shaykh Sulaiman Ibne Khwaja Kalan Husain
Qanduzi Balkhi is the author of Yanabiul Mawaddah. This
author has emphatically proved that only Hujjat Ibne Hasan
Askari (a) is the Promised Mahdi. He has constructed a number
of chapters for this, because his belief is known and famous that
is why we did not think it necessary to quote statements from his
book on this topic. It would have only increased the number of
pages. Whoever wants to know may refer to that book. He
followed the Hanafite School of jurisprudence and believed in
the Sufi doctrine. He was a compendium of Shariat and Tariqat
(mysticism). He used to serve in the Madressa and hospice in the
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capacity of a teacher and a disciple. May God raise him with
people to whom he was affectionate.

21)

Gnostic, well known Shaykhul Islam, Shaykh Ahmad, Jami
— Abdur Rahman Jami in his book of An-Nafhaat, as is
mentioned in Yanabi etc.: He entered a mountain cave near the
Jaam town due to pull towards Allah, mighty and sublime. He
was unlettered and did not at know how to read or write. At that
time he was aged 22 years. He resided in the cave for 18 years
and his food was only leaves and plant roots. He used to be
engrossed in the worship of God. When he was forty years old,
the Almighty Allah commanded him to guide the people. He
wrote a thousand-page book at whose depth and subtlety of
meaning scholars and intelligentsia are amazed. He was an
astonishing individual in the community. Six hundred thousand
disciples pledged fealty to his Silsila. It is mentioned in Yanabi
that the holy man has to his credit some very profound lines that
would enchant anyone inclined to divine favors. Like the
following:

“Due to Haider I feel confident and secure all the time.
What can be said about our Haider; only he is our Imam and
guide.

Imam Askari is the effulgence of the eyes of the world and
human beings; in the same way, where in the world is a leader
like Imam Mahdi?”

(22)

Salahuddin Safadi: It is mentioned in Yanabiul Mawaddah
that the great Shaykh, knower of the secrets of letters,
Salahuddin Safadi writes in Sharh Daira: The promised Imam
Mahdi is the twelfth Imam and he is the link of that chain, whose
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first is Imam Sayyidna Ali and the last, Imam Mahdi (r). May
God make his being beneficial for us.

(23)

Some Egyptian teachers of Gnostic Shaykh, Shaykh
Ibrahim Qadri Halabi: Regarding them it is mentioned in
Yanabiul Mawaddah that said to me Shaykh Abdul Latif Halabi
in 1273 A.H. that his father, Shaykh Ibrahim Rehmatullah said: I
heard some of my teachers of Egypt say: I have pledged
allegiance at the hands of Imam Mahdi. Shaykh Ibrahim used to
follow the Qadiriya Silsila and was among the great teachers of
Halab; may God benefit us from his favor.

(24)

Shaykh Abdur Rahman Bistami — it is mentioned in
Yanabiul Mawaddah that the great Shaykh Abdur Rahman
Bistami, author of Darra Marif, may God exalt his status and
may He benefit us through his mystical insights and profound
knowledge, says:

“From the Arabic ‘M’ is becoming apparent the greatness
and nobility of Aale Muhammad. For the first time divine justice
and equity would be established only through him, as a report
from Imam Ali Reza has mentioned and the searcher of
knowledge from the treasure of letters achieves peace.”

‘We have received a report from Imam Ali Reza which
hints at the report that Shaykh Muhaddith Faqih Muhammad bin
Ibrahim Juwaini Shafei has mentioned in his book of Faraidus
Simtain through his authorities from the chains of Ahmad bin
Ziyad from Dibil bin Ali Khuzai that Dibil bin Ali Khuzai said: 1
recited my panegyric for my master, Imam Ali Reza whose
initial lines were:

Schools of verses empty of recitations
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And the House of revelation horrendously empty.
Their property has been distributed to others

Their hands are empty of their own wealth.

There is a tomb of a purified personality in Baghdad
Which is comprised of a few rooms.

Imam Ali Reza (a) said: O Dibil, would it not be better if
you add the following two verses at the end of your panegyric?
Dibil said: Indeed, O son of Allah’s Messenger. The Imam
recited:

And a tomb shall be made in Tus by whose tragedy
The inner portion of the body will be scorched.

And this will continue till resurrection; till Allah sends a
Qaim
Through him would He remove the calamities from us.

Dibil says: After that I recited the remaining panegyric, but
when I reached the lines:

The rise of an Imam, who will definitely rise

And stand by the name of Allah and His blessings

He will make distinction between all rights and wrongs
And will proffer requital for charities and malevolence.

Imam Reza (a) cried very profusely and then raised his head
and said to me, “O Khuzai, the Blessed Spirit has spoken on
your tongue in these two verses. Do you know who this Imam is
and when he will rise?” I said, “No, my master, except I have
heard that an Imam of yours will rise and clean the earth from
mischief and would fill up the earth with equity as it will be full
of oppression.”

He said, “O Dibil, the Imam after me is my son,
Muhammad; after Muhammad his son, Ali; after Ali his son
Hasan; and after Hasan his son, al-Hujja al-Qaim, the Awaited
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one during his occultation, the one obeyed in his time of
appearance. Even if not more than one day should remain from
the world, Allah will prolong that day so much that he will rise
and fill the world with equity just as it will be full of injustice.

As for when it will happen, that is to describe its time, and
my father has narrated to me through his forefathers through
Amirul Momineen (a) that the Messenger of Allah (s) was asked,
‘O Messenger of Allah (s), when is the Qaim from your progeny
going to rise?” He said, ‘His example is like the example of the
Hour:
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“...none but He shall manifest it at its time; it will be
momentous in the heavens and the earth; it will not come on
you but of a sudden...” (Surah Araaf 7:187)

(25)

Maulavi Ali Akbar bin Asad Maududi is among the modern
scholars of India. He has written a gloss on Abdur Rahman
Jami’s An-Nafhaat, which is famous as Al-Mukashifaat. In this
book, he says in the biography of Ali bin Sahl bin Azhar
Isbahani that people think that not occurrence of mistake in
issuing order is only for the prophets and this specialty is
emphasized. But Shaykh (r) has opposed him and in proof
mentioned the tradition, which is recorded in praise of Imam
Mahdi (a) as the author of Al-Yuwageet has mentioned about
him that Shaykh (r) has clarified in Al-Futuhaat that Imam
Mahdi would issue the same commands in the matter of Shariah,
which the Emperor of inspiration would reveal on him. He
would be inspired the Shariah law of Muhammad and judge
according to that only as the Holy Prophet (s) has mentioned in
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the tradition regarding the Mahdi that: He would follow my
traditions and would not make any mistake. In the same way, the
Messenger of Allah (s) has told us that Imam Mahdi (a) would
be a follower and not innovator. And he would be infallible in
his laws and decisions. Because being infallible would be
meaningless if he were to commit a mistake. And it is the order
of the Messenger of Allah (s) that he would not commit a
mistake. And we know that the Messenger of Allah (s) never
said anything of his own accord. Whatever he said was based on
divine revelation. And he informed that Imam Mahdi would not
be prone to err. In this way he had joined him to the holy
prophets with regard to the laws. Regarding this there is detailed
discussion by the author of Al-Yuwageet and Shaykh (r) and has
clarified about the stance of other Ahle Sunnat wal Jamaat
scholars.

The author states in the 31*" discussion of the book: All
those movements and stillness, words and actions explanation of
the infallibility of the prophets, which are applied for the
perfection of their rank, is there, because they especially remain
in the presence of God. Sometimes he even has the vision of
God. Sometimes the witnessing is visual and sometimes it seems
that God is beholding them. They never remain outside of these
two kinds of witnessing and one, who has this position,
regarding him, it cannot be imagined that he can commit a
mistake, whether that opposition is formal like it is compared to
divine favors. This includes the infallibility of the prophets and
the security of the saints as well. The difference is that the divine
saints continue to enter and exit and the prophets stay in one
place. Although the saints, who are residing like Sahl bin
Abdullah Tustari and Sayyidi Ibrahim Mubtauli, their command
would be there in the inheritance and following of prophets,
taking the help of their position and not from the independent
capacity, which should be understood.

He writes in the 45" discussion of the book: Shaykh Abul
Hasan Shazili (r) has written that there are fifteen signs of the
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Qutb:' It is that he secures help through infallibility, through
mercy, through Caliphate, through representation, through the
assistance of the bearers of the Arsh, the reality of the divine
being is revealed before him and he encompasses the divine
attributes. It is known from these details that the non-prophet is
also infallible. And whoever has restricted infallibility to a
limited few individuals and negates infallibility for all others,
had invented a new school of Islamic thought. This also has a
cause which is known to one, whom the Almighty Allah has
given good sense (Taufeeq). The command that the Promised
Imam Mahdi (r) is present and only he is the Qutb after his
father, Imam Hasan Askari (a) just as Imam Hasan Askari (a)
was the Qutb after his father and above them all Imams till
Sayyidna Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a) had remained Qutb. Restriction
of a lofty rank among these holy persons was due to the fact that
the position of Qutb was present in their ancestor Ali Ibne Abi
Talib (a); no one was endowed by this position before him.
Every individual of this family was the Qutb due to the
occultation of Imam Mahdi, but it should be remembered that
Imam Mahdi was absent only from the sight of the common and
special people, and not missing from the sight of the special of
the special ones. This point is mentioned on the authority of the
author of Al-Yuwageet etc. Therefore, it is necessary that each of
those twelve Imams should be infallible.

Shaykh Abdul Wahab Sherani writes in the 65" discussion
that Shaykh Taqiuddin Abu Mansur in the explanation of his
belief has after mentioning the month and year of Qiyamat,
written that the reappearance of Imam Mahdi (a) is being
awaited, who is the son of Imam Hasan Askari (a). He further
writes that his name would be same as the name of the Holy
Prophet (s). After that he has mentioned some praiseworthy
attributes of Imam Mahdi and prophetic attributes. Some of them
we would mention if Allah wills, in the account of Arif Jundi.

' The highest-ranking saint, the focal point of all spiritual energy.
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(26)

Divine Gnostic, Abdur Rahman, who is a Sufi master, is
also the author of Miraatul Asraar. Shah Waliullah Dehlavi,
father of Shah Abdul Aziz, author of Tohfa Ithna Ashariya, has
mentioned many points from the book of Miraatul Asraar in his
Al-Intiba fee Salasil Awliya Allah wa Asaneed Warithi Rasool
Allah (s). The author has mentioned in his Miraatul Asraar:

Discussion of the sun of religion, who is the guide of the
whole Islamic community and is its invaluable capital; who is
the vicegerent of the Holy Prophet (s) and who is the rightful
Imam. His name is Abul Qasim Muhammad bin Hasan Mahdi
(r). He is from the Imams of Ahle Bayt and he is the twelfth
Imam. His mother was slave wife named Narjis. He was born in
255 A.H. on the 15" of Ramadhan. While according to the report
of Shawahidun Nubuwwah his date of birth is on 23 Ramadhan,
258 A.H. and the place of his birth is Sarmanraa. This twelfth
Imam, from the aspect of his name and agnomen, is like the
Prophet (s). His titles are Mahdi, Hujjat, Muntazar, Sahibuz
Zamaan and Khatim Ithna Ashar. The age of the Master of the
time (Sahibuz Zamaan) at the time of the passing away of his
father was five years and at the time he became the Imam, like
the Almighty Allah bestowed Yahya bin Zakariya (a) with
wisdom and miracle during childhood and granted a lofty rank to
Prophet Isa (a) in infancy. In the same way, the Almighty Allah
appointed Imam Mahdi as the Imam during his childhood. So
numerous are his miracles and extraordinary incidents that they
can neither be counted over here nor there is scope. Mulla Abdur
Rahman Jami has narrated from the sister of Imam Ali Nagqi,
who was the aunt of Imam Hasan Askari. After that he has
mentioned detailed report, which was mentioned before.

He further writes: Hazrat Shaykh Muhyuddin bin Arabi,
says in the 368" chapter of his Futuhaat Makkiya: Muslims
should know that there is no solution without the reappearance
of Imam Mahdi. His father was Imam Hasan Askari (a), who
was the son of Imam Ali Nagqi. After that he has mentioned all
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the past Imams one by one in reverse sequence. Of all the
people, the people of Kufa are the most fortunate on account of
him. Imam Mahdi would invite people to God through the
sword. He would execute whoever that refuses to believe and
would humiliate and expose whoever that argues with him. At
this point all the circumstances of Imam Mahdi are mentioned in
detail. Whoever wants to study in detail may refer to it. Hazrat
Maulana Abdur Rahman Jami was a Sufi. His services are
various. He was a follower of the Shafei School. The whole
account of Imam Mahdi Muhammad bin Hasan Askari (a), his
miracles, story of his birth and then the circumstances of his
occultation etc are mentioned in detail through the traditional
reports of the Imams of Ahle Bayt and writers of biographers.

The author of Magsad Agsa writes that Hazrat Shaykh
Saaduddin Hamawi Caliph of Hazrat Najmuddin has written a
book about Imam Mahdi and in that clarified many things, which
no one else can mention, because he would not have those
discretions and intuitions, which he had. When Imam Mahdi
would reappear, absolute Wilayat would be unveiled. Sectarian
and factional differences would end. Injustice and immorality
would be eradicated from the world. His praised qualities are
mentioned in such a way in the traditions of the Prophet that
Imam Mahdi would reappear in the last period of time. The
whole earth would be purified of injustice and corruption and
only one religion would prevail. He would eliminate Dajjal, who
would appear everywhere. Imam Mahdi is alive and is in
occultation. Like Prophet Isa (a) would descend and at present
he cannot be seen. Therefore if the son of the Messenger, Imam
Mahdi Muhammad bin Imam Hasan Askari (a) is concealed
from the sight of people and would reappear like Sayyidna Isa
(a) at his time and Dajjal would appear in accordance to the will
of God, there is nothing surprising in that. To reject the
statements of the elders, sayings of the Imams of Ahle Bayt of
the Prophet (s) due to prejudice is not at all necessary.
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(27)

Pivot and orbit (Qutb-Madaar) for whom Abdur Rahman
Sufi wrote his book of Miraatul Asraar. In that while describing
the circumstances of the Madaar, he writes: After internal purity,
it was presented in the presence of the spirituality of the Holy
Prophet (s). His Eminence took the hand of the Qutb Madaar in
his hand kindly, inspired the true Islam to him. At that time
spirituality of Hazrat Murtaza Ali Karam Allahu Wajhu was
present. He was presented to Hazrat Ali (r) and the Holy Prophet
(s) said that this youth is a seeker of truth, train him like your
son. Then he entrusted him to Hazrat Ali (a), because he is very
dear in the view of God and only he would become the Qutb
Madaar. Then Shah Madaaran, in accordance to the command of
His Eminence, entered the presence of Hazrat Murtaza Ali
Karam Allahu Wajhu. He reached his tomb, which is in Najaf
Ashraf and obtained in his blessed courtyard various kinds of
training from the spirituality of Hazrat Murtaza Ali Karam
Allahu Wajhu and succeeded in achieving the Straight Path.
Through the mediation of the religion of the Holy Prophet (s) he
also had the fortune of the vision of the Truth and attained all
Sufi and mystic ranks. He is the lion of the time and is the heir
of the absolute Wilayat. His name is Muhammad Mahdi bin
Hasan Askari. He would appear in the world and the people
would recognize him. He would be trained by the Prophet (s)
and would bear all the lofty ranks. He would have the
knowledge of all the heavenly books and he would teach them to
the people. So, only he is Imam Mahdi of the time, who is
having the knowledge of heavenly scriptures.

(28)

The learned Qadi Jawad Sabati was initially Christian; then
he embraced Islam. He was among Ahle Sunnat. He wrote a
book in order to clarify the reality about Islam, which is called
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Al-Baraheen Thabita. He has refuted Christianity in this book
and quoted the following from the book of Shaya:

“He would appear from Qansasi. A branch would emerge
from his veins on which spirit of the Lord of the two worlds
would arise. That is: He would be having wisdom, recognition,
valor, justice, knowledge and humility. Due to humility before
the Almighty Allah his thinking and leadership would be
straightforward. He would not judge by looking at the faces; nor
would he adopt religion just on hearsay.”

After that he has refuted the Christian and Jewish
interpretation of these statements and mentioned that the
implication of these statements is Imam Mahdi (r), because it has
clarification that he would not adopt religion on hearsay.
Muslims have consensus that Imam Mahdi (r) would not
adjudicate merely on hearsay or by seeing. On the contrary his
judgments would be intuitive and this was not the trait of the
prophets and successors.

He further writes: There is controversy among the Muslims
regarding Imam Mahdi (r). Our Ahle Sunnat wal Jamaat scholars
say that he would be a descendant of Sayyida Fatima. His name
would be Muhammad, father’s name, Abdullah and mother,
Amina. Whereas the Imamiyah say that Imam Mahdi implies
Muhammad bin Hasan Askari (r), who was born in 255 A.H.
through Narjis, a slave girl of Imam Hasan Askari (a) during the
reign of the Abbaside Caliph, Motamid in Sarmanrai. After that
he disappeared. He reappeared and then went into Major
occultation. Now he would reappear when the Almighty Allah
wills. Since the view of the Imamiyah is close to this textual
declaration, it is not necessary to reject it. My objective was only
defense of the Muhammadan Ummah. I am not involved in any
sectarian prejudice; that is why I have mentioned the
compatibility that is apparent in the textual declaration. This
book was published thirty years ago.
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(29)

Shaykh Arifbillah (who had recognition of God) Saaduddin
Muhammad bin Moyyad bin Abil Husain bin Muhammad bin
Hamuya, alias Shaykh Saaduddin Hamawi was the Caliph of
Najmuddin Kubra. He has written a book on the biography and
attributes of Imam Mahdi in which he has expressed approval of
the Imamiyah belief as Abdur Rahman Sufi has quoted from him
in his book of Miraatul Asraar.

Agha Azizuddin Umar bin Muhammad bin Ahmad Nasafi,
who is famous due to his book of Al-Aqaidun Nasafiya, writes in
his Tahqgeequn Nabuwwah wal Wilayah: Shaykh Saaduddin
Hamawi says that there was no Wali in the previous religions
before Muhammad (s) nor was there any mention of Wali,
although the proponents of Shariah were present in every
religion, who used to invite people to their religion. They are
known as prophets.

There were prophets in the religion of Sayyidna Adam, who
used to call people to God’s religion. Same was the condition in
the religions of Musa, Isa and Ibrahim (a) and when the series of
prophethood reached to our Prophet, he said: No prophet would
call towards my religion; on the contrary, whoever arrives after
me, and who follow me, would be called as Awliya and only
these Awliya would call the people to my religion. The name of
Wali has become apparent in my religion and the Almighty
Allah has appointed twelve individuals as successors in the
religion of Muhammad as there is a tradition that scholars are the
heirs of the prophets. He (s) has mentioned this regarding them
only. In the same way, he also mentioned regarding them: The
scholars of my Ummah are like the prophets of Bani Israel. In
the view of the Shaykh, Walis in the Ummah of Muhammad (s)
imply these very twelve individuals. The last Wali is Imam
Mabhdi (a).

It is mentioned in Yanabiul Mawaddah and in the book of
Shaykh Aziz bin Muhammad Nasafi that Shaykh of Shaykhs,
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Saaduddin Hamawi says... after that are mentioned statements
like the ones stated above and it is mentioned in the end: Only
the last Wali would be the last representative and the twelfth
Wali would be the twelfth representative, who is the seal of the
Awliya and his name is Mahdi Sahibuz Zamaan.

The Shaykh further says: The number of Awliya in the
world is not more than twelve. The figure of three hundred
thirty-six that is mentioned is in fact the unseen men. They are
not Awliya; they are substitutes (Abdaal).

Sayyid Ali Hamadani, the famous Sufi, writes in the
commentary on the Qasida Meemiya of Ibne Fariz: Sayyid
Saaduddin Hamawi, Shaykh Saifuddin Bakharzi, Shaykh
Shahabuddin Suharwardi, Shaykh Najmuddin Raazi, Shaykh
Muhyuddin Arabi and the mentioned Ibne Fariz were all
contemporaries and were among the prominent Sufi scholars

His son, Sadruddin Ibrahim is counted among the great
scholars and this is the same personality regarding whom
Fakhruddin Nakiti has mentioned in detail in his history that on
his hand Sultan Ghazan Mahmud Khan, brother of Sultan
Muhammad and Jaitu Khan embraced Islam. This incident
occurred in Laradmawand in the capital of Sultan Arghan Khan,
near the palace of that Sultan on the 4™ of Shaban 694 A H. He
held a very large gathering; performed the Ghusl and then
Shaykh Sadruddin wore the garments of Shaykh Saaduddin
Hamawi. By the conversion of this Sultan to Islam many Turks
embraced the Islamic faith. That is why this group is known as
the Turkoman.

(30)

Shaykh Arifbillah (who had recognition of God), was an
ardent worshipper named Aamir bin Aamir Basri, who lived in
Sawainur Rum and who was the creator of the Qasida Taiya,
which is famous as Dhaatul Anwaar, which Abu Hafs Umar bin
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Fariz Maghribi Andulasi kept before himself and composed his
Qasida Taiya. After mentioning his positive attributes, he says:

“This Qasida is full of awe, but appeared in a style filled
with grace, which is related to Iraq, Basra and Aamiriya. Though
the Qasida is in poor shape, because the means of its sustenance
are weak, but every couplet of the Qasida is a Sultan. There is no
blemish on the moon of their knowledge. When it rises up, it
conceals thousands of darkness.”

This Qasida in divine recognition, secrets, wisdom and
etiquette comprises of twelve ‘noor’. He says in the ninth noor
that it is regarding the need of the recognition of the master of
the time and the time of his reappearance:

“O Imam Mahdi, as long as you are in occultation, please
do us a favor and return to us. When we see your army
approaching, we would get musk like fragrance from it. The
world be pleased with this glad tiding and its joys would exceed
all limits. We are fed up and the wait is being prolonged too
much. By your Lord, O Qutb, please reappear now!”

Further on, he says:

“Hurry up, O Imam Mahdi, so that we can behold you and
gain pleasure of seeing you so; that after a prolonged
occultation, an ardent lover can meet his beloved. You have
made knowledge mature in the hearts and they are in full bloom.
During intense thirst no matter how much a person may have
water the thirst is not quenched. You help us in quenching this
thirst. The thirst would not be quenched till we meet you even
though we might drink all the water of the Tigris and the
Euphrates.”

(1)

There is no need to mention the virtues and excellence of
the accomplished Shaykh, Arifbillah (who had recognition of
God), Abul Maali Sadruddin Qunuwi. He is needless of it as is
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mentioned in his biography. We are only aware of his following
statement that the author of Yanabi has quoted. He says that
Shaykh Sadruddin Qunuwi (q) composed the following poem in
the honor of the Promised Mahdi (a):

“Imam Mahdi would appear on the earth by the command
of Almighty Allah, even though Shaitan might detest that to any
length. He would certainly eradicate injustice.”

“He would support the Shariah of Mustafa (s), who is
though the seal of messengership, but through M' would the
recognition of his laws be obtained.”

“His tenure is like the term (Migaat) of Sayyidna Musa and
his army would be the best among all the creatures. Its virtues
cannot be counted.”

“All the vicious evil ones would be destroyed at his hands.
His sword is powerful and sharp. You cannot estimate its
sharpness.”

“No one is aware of the reality of his sword and the Imam
Qaim would be the helper of the upright religion.”

“I swear by my life he is one and his secrets are universal
and for the whole world; and his mention is found everywhere.”

“He is known through a number of ranks: all the ranks are
concealed as well as apparent and this would continue till
Judgment Day.”

“Is he not in fact that very complete effulgence and is he
not the point of M, whose chain is been more and more
prolonged?”

“His favor and blessings surround the whole universe,
because at the beginning of creation the Lord of the Arsh
showered blessings on him.”

! Mahdi.
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“Only M is present over there and nothing other than M;
those who can see are his vicegerents and are unique in their
period.”

“He is the spirit: know that well. Take the pledge from him
when you reach the end of your life.”

“It seems as if you are climbing the ladder of progress with
the mentioned one and preparing your place on the peak of
greatness.”

“How can we estimate his value and worth? Thousands of
wisdoms of the laws of the Shariah are present with him.”

“This is what the folks of the say mentioned. Be content at
what they say as that is mentioned in books.”

“If you are seeking the time of his reappearance; you should
understand that he is the full moon of the rising dawn.”

“He is like the sun by whom the light would be dispersed
all around and along with that moonlight would also be at the
peak.”

“Invoke blessing on Muhammad (s), the exquisite and
chosen personality of the progeny of Hashim, who is sent with a
law discerning good from bad.”

“Peace of God and His mercy be on him as long as the star
shines and as long as the sun stays at its Zenith at noon.”

“Progeny of the Holy Prophet (s) and his companions are
embodiments of generosity and charity, salutations and peace be
on them till the Judgment Day.”

In his bequest, Shaykh Sadruddin told his disciples: (After I
am no more) sell off my books on medicine, thinkers and
philosophers, and distribute the proceeds among the poor. But
keep the books of Tafsir, traditions and Sufism secure in the
libraries and recite the formula of faith: there is no god, except
Allah, seventy thousand times in one night; and convey my
greetings to Imam Mahdi (a).
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This statement of Shaykh Sadruddin is also supported by
the contemporary scholar the pious Sayyid Haider bin Ali Amili.
He said: The Shaykh gifted all his books and treatises to Imam
Mahdi, the master of the age.

This is further supported by the fact that Shaykh Sadruddin
followed the path of Shaykh Muhyuddin and was in compliance
of his writings and lines. It is mentioned in his biography in
Abdur Rahman Jami’s An-Nafahaat that he was among the
critics of the discourse of the Shaykh. It is mentioned in Kashfuz
Zunoon that Allamah Sherani in Mukhtasar Futuhaat has
mentioned the difference between some copies and then stated
that my righteous brother, Sayyid Shareef Madani told me that
he saw it written in the copy inscribed by Muhyuddin etc
endowed in Quniya: “This book is completed by the hand of his
secretary and this is another copy in my hand.” This writing was
completed on Wednesday 24 Rabiul Awwal 636 A.H. and this
was written by his secretary. Sayyid says that this copy was in
37 volumes. As compared to the first version it had a number of
additions. Some apostates had distorted the first version and
inserted evil beliefs in it. The title of the book was written in his
hand on the back and below it in the hand of Shaykh Sadruddin
Qunawi was mentioned the name of Maulana Shaykhul Islam
Sifwatul Anaam Muhyuddin Ibne Arabi and below it was
mentioned that this copy is the property of Muhammad bin Ishaq
Qunuwi. Also, below it was mentioned in the handwriting of
Shaykh Sadruddin that it was read out to Muhammad bin Abi
Bakr bin Mibzar Tabrizi. It is clear from all these reasonings that
the Shaykh was not having any different belief with regard to
Imam Mahdi (a).

(32)

The famous Sufi divine, Shaykh Jalaluddin Rumi, author of
the Mathnawi, the voluminous Diwan of his verses says in one
Qasida, which begins with the words:
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“O fortunate folks, Ali (a) is the reason of the security of
the world.”

After that he enumerated the Imams from his descendants
and said:

“Say that Amirul Momineen is having a religion that guides
and say that Imam Askari is having Imam Mahdi. Then say:
May Allah grant us all well being and security with Imam
Mahdi, who is the Wali.”

(33)

A poet having to his credit a well known collection
(Diwaan) is our Shaykh Arif Muhammad, who is famous by the
shortened name of Shaykh Attar. He writes in his book of
Mazharus Sifaat as quoted by the author of Yanabiul
Mawaddah:

“Mustafa is the seal of the messengers in the world and
Murtaza being the seal of Wilayat is clear. All the sons of Haider
are Awliya and all of them are created from effulgence, and this
is the voice of truth.” After enumerating eleven Imams, he says:

“There are hundreds of thousands saints on the face of the
earth, who have certainty in the arrival of the Mahdi from the
side of Allah. O Allah, make our Mahdi apparent from
occultation so that that earth may be filled with justice and
equity. Imam Mahdi is the guide, he is the crown of the pious; he
is the best among the creatures and is the constellation of the
Awliya. O my master, please come; only you are the helper and
savior; so that everybody may be elated. You are the seal of the
Awliya of this age and you are embellished with all the
meanings. O master, you were born and went into occultation.
Please come now. Your slave Attar is reciting your praises.
Please come.”

Maulavi Abdul Aziz Dehlavi, who is famous as Shah
Sahab, has clarified in the eleventh chapter of his book of Tohfa

253



Ithna Ashariya that in the view of Ahle Sunnat, Shaykh Attar is
a reliable and a great scholar. He is from those stalwarts, whose
acts are according to the ancient and the modern Ahle Sunnat. In
his book of Nafhaat al-Jami Maulana Jami has mentioned many
of his virtues.

(34)

Shamsuddin Tabrizi & Shaykh Maulavi Jalaluddin Rumi:
The author of Yanabi has attributed this view to them and has
mentioned that they have mentioned it in their couplets, but he
has not quoted any of their couplets or statements.

(35)

Sayyid Nimatullah Wali: The author of Yanabi has also
attributed this view to him.

(36)

Sayyid Nasimi: After stating the names of the above-
mentioned persons and some others, the author of Yanabi writes
that in his couplets he has mentioned the praise of the purified
Ahle Bayt (r) and at the end adjacent to it, has praised Imam
Mahdi, which is the proof that the birth of Imam Mahdi has
already taken place and it would be clear for whoever that
follows the writings and sayings of those perfect and divine
beings.

(37)
Scholar, Gnostic, perfect human being, Sayyid Ali bin
Shahabuddin Hamadani, in whose account people have

mentioned that he had served 400 Awliya. He is exceedingly
praised by Abdur Rahman Jami in his Nafhatul Uns. In the same
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way, in Elaamul Akhyaar, Muhammad bin Sulaiman Kafawi has
praised Husain bin Moinuddin Mibdi in his book, and some
other people have also praised him. He has clarified this in the
tenth ‘Mawaddat’ of his Mawaddatul Qurba.

(38)

Most learned and brilliant, Abdullah bin Muhammad Matiri
Madani in his book of Ar-Riyaz az-Zaahira fee fadhl Aale
Baytun Nabi wa Itratuhut Taahira salawaatullaahi alaihim
writes: He has started his book with the conclusion of Allamah
Suyuti’s book of Ahya-il Mayyit bi Fadhail Ahle Bayt. The book
of Imam Suyuti comprises of sixty traditions. He has added to
them and reached till 151. It is narrated in the last tradition that
Imam Mahdi is in the progeny of Husain bin Ali and that he
would reappear in the last period of time.

He further writes: The progeny of Imam Husain and all his
descendants are descended from the Imam of the Imams, Zainul
Aabideen Ali Ibne Husain (r), whose majesty and splendor is
definite, whose abundance of knowledge, piety and
abstemiousness and whose perfections are well-known; who is
the gist of the prophets and messengers and a descendant of the
Prophet, who is the most superior among God’s creatures.

After that he has mentioned some of his merits. He has
mentioned a group of people from his descendants and
mentioned a number of dreams in connection with their merits
and then stated that the first one of this series is Imam Ali Ibne
Abi Talib (r).

After that he mentions the names of all the Imams and then
writes that the eleventh Imam is his son, Hasan Askari (r). The
twelfth Imam is his son, Muhammad, who is the Qaim and the
Mahdi (r). Before this, a tradition of the Prophet (s) was
presented and in the same way, he has also mentioned the
statement of his grandfather, Ali Ibne Abi Talib (r) and the
sayings of the remaining Imams. Imam Mahdi would be the
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owner of the sword. His titles are Qaim and Muntazar as
mentioned in authentic traditions; he would have two
occultations before his reappearance.

The copy that I encountered was very ancient. The
following lines were printed on the cover: “This is the book of
Ar-Riyaz az-Zaahira fee fadhl Aale Baytun Nabi wa Itratuhut
Taahira by: The humble servant of the Almighty Allah Abdullah
Muhammad al-Matiri of Medina, follower of Shafei
jurisprudence, Ashari belief and Nagshbandi Tariga, may Allah
benefit us by their auspiciousness.”

(39)

Shaykhul Islam, Bahrut Taam Maraja Awliya, Al-Karaam
Abul Maali Muhammad Sirajuddin ar-Rufai al-Makhzumi ash-
Shareef al-Kabeer. In his book of Sihahul Akhbaar fee Nasabus
Saadatul Fatimiyatul Akhyaar, the respected author has
mentioned in the account of Abul Hasan Hadi (a): The title of
Imam Ali Hadi bin Imam Muhammad Jawad (a) is Naqi. He was
a learned person, a Faqih, chief, guide, folk of cantonment and
noble. He was born in Medina in 212 A .H. and was martyred by
poisoning during the reign of Abbaside Caliph, Motaz. It was
Monday and the year was 212 A H.

He has five children: Imam Hasan Askari, Husain,
Muhammad, Ja’far and Ayesha. Imam Hasan Askari (a) left
behind Sahib Sardab, Hujjat, Muntazar, Waliullah, Imam
Muhammad Mahdi (a). But there is no mention of any children
of Imam Muhammad.

He writes at another place in the discussion about Imamate:
Accomplished seniors of mysticism have narrated the traditional
report of Ahle Bayt that when it was secretly revealed to Imam
Husain that only the spiritual Caliphate is the ‘Ghauthiya
Caliphate’ (giving refuge) and that Imamate is in his being and
most Imams would be his descendants, he was pleased to know
that and he sacrificed himself in the path of God in order to
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achieve this blessing. Allah bestowed on him the favor that He
made his house the star of Imamate and would end Imamate on
his descendant only. And that is Hujjat Muntazar, Imam Mahdi
(a), who is from his progeny only and related to his sacred
community. This Sirajuddin is the grandfather of our
contemporary Abul Hind and Abul Hind was the mystic master
of his town and a popular personality. He was an outstanding
person of his time. He possessed great intellectual expertise. The
Faiya Silsila reaches upto him. The etiquette of this Silsila are
learnt only from him.

(40)

Allamah of the time, an outstanding personality of the
period, Shaykh Muhammad Sabban Misri — in the same way, he
is described in Yanabi and it is clarified in Isafur Raghibeen,
which was published in Egypt.

I say that some of our accomplished scholars have
attributed this statement to the author of Ansaabut Talibiyya,
Imaduddin Hanafi, Sadrul Aimma Ziyauddin Maufaq bin
Ahmad Abul Moyyad Khatib Makki Khwarizmi, who was the
greatest orator of Khwarizm and Maula Husain Kashifi, author
of Jawahirut Tafsir. But I was not able to become familiar with
their statements; so I would not include their names in this list of
who all mentioned something regarding Imam Mahdi.

But it won’t be problematic to mention Sadrul Aimma
Khwarizmi, because he has narrated some traditions in his
Managqib, which clearly proves this point. Only mention in the
book and the author not believing in it is not sufficient, except
that some contexts should also prove that the title of chapters are
in consonance with it, because scholars always derive someone’s
beliefs from chapters and topics of book or he should have
mentioned textual declarations or narrated from trustworthy
Imams.
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On this basis we say that the greatest orator in his book of
Al-Manaqib has mentioned this traditional report. It is said that
Fakhrul Quzaat Najmuddin bin Abi Mansur Muhammad bin
Husain bin Muhammad Baghdadi narrated a tradition to me in a
letter from Hamadan. He says: Informed us Imam Sharif Nurul
Huda Abu Talib Hasan bin Muhammad Zainabi. He says:
Informed us Imamul Aimma Muhammad bin Ahmad Shazan. He
says: Abu Muhammad Hasan bin Ali Alawi Tabari narrated a
tradition to us. He narrates from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin
Abdullah. He says: My grandfather Ahmad bin Muhammad
Neem. He narrates from his father; he narrates from Hammad
bin Isa. He narrates from Imran bin Uzina. He said: Aban bin
Ayyash narrated a tradition to us. He narrates from Sulaym Ibne
Qays Hilali. He narrates from Salman Muhammadi. He says: I
went to meet the Holy Prophet (s). At that time Sayyidna Husain
was perched on the blessed knee of the Prophet. The Prophet
was kissing Husain’s eyes and mouth while saying: You are a
chief, son of a chief, brother of a chief. You are an Imam son of
an Imam, brother of Imam and father of Imams. You are a divine
proof, son of a divine proof, brother of a divine proof and the
father of nine divine proofs from your loins, the ninth of whom
would be the Qaim.

He narrates through the chains of Ibne Shazan that: Ahmad
bin Muhammad bin Abdullah hafiz narrated a tradition to us. He
says: Ali bin Sinan Mosuli narrated a tradition to us. He narrates
from Ahmad bin Muhammad bin Salih. He narrates from
Sulaiman Ibne Muhammad. He narrates from Ziyab Ibne
Muslim. He narrates from Abdur Rahman bin Zaid. He narrates
from Zaid bin Jabir. He narrates from Salama. He narrates from
Abu Sulaiman, shepherd of the Messenger of Allah (s) that: 1
heard the Messenger of Allah (s) say: When I was taken up in
Meraj and to the heavens, the Almighty Allah said to me:
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“The apostle believed what was sent him from his Lord.””

I answered:

Osie3ally

“...and (so do) the believers ..."”

Allah said: You are right. Allah asked: Did you appoint
anyone as your successor in your Ummah? Yes, I replied. A
youth, who is the best of all. Allah asked: Ali Ibne Abi Talib (a)?
I replied: Yes, my Lord.

Allah said: O Muhammad, I glanced at the earth and
selected you from among all those present. I derived your name
from My name. Wherever I am being mentioned, you would also
be mentioned with Me. I am Mahmud and you are Muhammad.
After that when I glanced at the earth again, I selected Ali and
derived his name from one of My names. So I am the most high
(Aala) and he is Ali (lofty). O Muhammad, I created you from
My effulgence; 1 created Ali, Fatima, Hasan, Husain and the
Imams from his descendants. I presented your Wilayat to the
folks of the heavens and the earth; whoever accepted is a
believer in My view and whoever denied is a disbeliever in My
view. O Muhammad, if anyone from My servants worships so
much that he is consumed like a dried skin, but if he comes to
Me being a denier in your Wilayat, I would not forgive him till
he does not confess to your Wilayat. Allah asked: O
Muhammad, do you want to see them? Yes, my Lord, he replied.
Allah would say: Look at the right of the Arsh. He would turn to
the Arsh and see the lights of Ali, Fatima, Hasan, Husain, Ali
Ibne Husain, Muhammad Ibne Ali, Ja’far Ibne Muhammad,
Musa Ibne Ja’far, Ali Ibne Musa, Muhammad Ibne Ali, Ali Ibne
Muhammad, Hasan Ibne Ali and Imam Mahdi gleaming in the
tents of effulgence and they would be in prayers. Imam Mahdi

' Surah Bagarah 2:285
* Surah Baqarah 2:285
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would be in the center like a brilliant star. Allah would say: O
Muhammad, all of them are divine proofs. All of them are your
progeny and by My might and glory, this is the proof, which is
obligatory on My Awliya and which would get My enemies
punished.

On the basis of this school, other individuals can also be
included in this circle, like Shaykhul Islam Ibrahim Ibne
Saaduddin Muhammad bin Abi Bakr bin Abil Hasan bin
Shaykhul Islam Jamalus Sunnah Abi Abdullah Muhammad bin
Hamuya Hamawi Hamawaini al-Imam al-Ajal alias Hamawi and
Ibne Hamuya, author of Faraidus Simtain fee Fadhail al-
Murtaza wal Batool was Sibtain (a). It is a famous book. There
are numerous such traditional reports in this book. But we are
needless of such kind of formality. In order to attain our purpose
only those jurists, tradition scholars and the perfect individuals
are sufficient of whose books and writings we are familiar,
which were presented in the previous pages, whereas Ahle
Sunnat scholars have written a number of books on this subject,
which are scattered in different places. If someone becomes
familiar with them, he would find much more matter than what I
have compiled.

Imam Abu Bakr Ahmad bin Husain bin Ali Baihaqi Shafei
alias Imam Abi Bakr Baihaqi writes in his book of Shaabul
Eimaan: There is difference of opinion among people regarding
the issue of Imam Mahdi. Some have restrained their views and
left the matter to scholars; though it is their belief that he would
be a descendant of Fatima, daughter of the Messenger of Allah
(s). He would be born whenever the Almighty Allah wants him
to and He would make him assist His religion. Another group
says that the Promised Mahdi is already born on 15 Shaban A.H.
His title is Hujjat, Qaim, Muntazar, whereas his name is
Muhammad bin Hasan Askari. He entered a cellar of Sarmanrai.
He is alive even today, but is concealed from the view of people.
His reappearance is being awaited. He would reappear in the
near future and fill up the earth with justice and equity like it
would have been fraught with injustice and corruption. There is
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no doubt with regard to his longevity and the prolongation of the
months and years like Isa Ibne Maryam and Hazrat Khizr (a).
Some experts of mysticism have supported the stance of this
Shia, especially the Imamiyah in this regard.

Imam Baihagqi is counted among the great Shafei scholars
and is a great student of Imam Hakim Abu Abdullah bin al-Bai.
It is mentioned in Tarikh Ibne Khallikan that Imam Harmain
says that there is favor of Imam Shafei on every person, who
follows the Shafei School.

But there is favor of Ahmad Baihaqi on Imam Shafei. He
passed away in 458 A.H. Some experts of Gnosis believe that he
implies Shaykh Muhyuddin etc because they lived years before
him. The well known individuals of this class are: Hallaj, Junaid,
Abul Hasan Warraf, Abu Bakr Shibli, Abu Ali Rudbari, Sahl bin
Abdullah Tustari and folks like them. It can be estimated from
this statement of Imam Baihaqi that in the view of one of his
group absence of the birth of Imam Mahdi is uncertain.

The same point is mentioned in the Tarikh of the great
Shaykh Abdul Malik Asami. He says after mentioning the birth
of Hujjat bin Hasan Askari (a): The titles of Imam Mahdi are:
Hujjat, Khalaf Salih, Qaim, Muntazar, Sahibuz Zamaan and
Mahdi. The title of Mahdi is more famous. His physical traits are
somewhat like this: He is a young man of medium height,
elegant face, beautiful hair, pointed nose and broad forehead. He
was five years old when his father passed away. Shias say that
he entered a cellar in 275 A.H. when he was seventeen years old.
They are waiting for him to emerge from the cellar in the last
period of time. They have many views regarding this. Only
Allah knows how all this would come about. It shows that they
are inclined to the presence of Imam Mahdi or they have
reserved their judgment regarding this. Denial is not seen from
any aspect.

In the same way is the view of the prominent scholar, Agha
Husain Kashifi, who is the author of Jawahirut Tafsir. He writes
at the end of his another book, Rauzatush Shohada: Eighth Part:
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Account of Imam Muhammad bin Hasan Askari (a). He is the
twelfth Imam and one of the twelve Imams. His agnomen is
Abul Qasim. Following are his titles according to the
Imamiyah... further on, he writes: It is mentioned in Shawahid
that when he was born, it was inscribed on his right arm:
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“And say: The truth has come and the falsehood has
vanished; surely falsehood is a vanishing (thing).” (Surah Isra
17:81)

According to one traditional report, at the time of his birth,
he hobbled on his knees and raised his index finger to the sky.
He sneezed and then said:

“All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds.”
(Surah Fatiha 1:2)

A senior scholar states that he went to see Imam Hasan
Askari (a) and said: “O Son of Messenger of Allah, whom do
you designate as your Caliph after you? Imam arose and hurried
inside his house and returned after a short while, carrying on his
shoulders, a boy, whose face seemed to be like the full moon and
he looked three years old. After that Imam said: “If you were not
having a special and exalted position before Allah and the Proof
of Allah, I would not have shown this son of mine to you. His
name and patronymic is the same as that of the Messenger of
Allah (s). He would fill the earth with justice and equity, as it
would be fraught with injustice and oppression.” Some scholars,
who believe that Imam Mahdi is alive, are of the view that the
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lands of the far west are under the dominion of Imam Mahdi.
They also believe that the Imam has children. But the Almighty
Allah is more cognizant of these things than us. He is well aware
of everything, whether apparent or concealed.

A poet has well said:

“Every dot that is concealed in this world is apparent and
clear before the Almighty Allah.”
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